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Geologic materials contain a wide range of discontinuities and fractures,
which are central to many engineering applications and geologic hazards. The
fracturing process of geologic materials is characterized by its progressive softening, termed quasi-brittleness. Also, the fractured surfaces exhibit a number of
features including frictional contact and roughness effects. To model the discontinuities and fracturing processes in geologic materials, the phase-field method
has been increasingly applied, as it has an outstanding ability to handle complex
crack geometries without using tracking algorithms. However, few phase-field
studies considered the quasi-brittleness of geologic materials. More importantly,
all existing phase-field approaches dismissed the frictional contact, let alone the
roughness effects.
To fill the above research gaps, this thesis develops a suite of phase-field approaches to enable more reliable and systematic modeling of discontinuities and
fractures in geologic materials. These approaches focus on four different but interconnected aspects of geologic discontinuities and fractures, namely frictional
contact, shear fracture incorporating friction dissipation, mixed-mode rock fracture, and roughness effects of rock fractures. In the first approach, we incorporate the pressure-dependent friction into the phase-field formulation by employing a crack-oriented decomposition of the stress tensor. Each stress component
is calculated by identifying the contact condition at the material point of interest. We show that the proposed method can well reproduce the results from the
standard and extended finite element method without applying any algorithms
to impose contact constraints.
Building on the formulation in the first approach, we develop a phase-field
approach to model the shear fracture propagation that involves friction dissipation during the fracturing process. The proposed formulation is demonstrably

consistent with a fracture-mechanics-based theory. We also devise a new degradation function to avoid the sensitivity of material strengths to the phase-field
length parameters, allowing the proposed method to model quasi-brittle materials with prescribed strengths.
Next, we introduce a double-phase-field approach to the mixed-mode rock
fracture by combining the formulations of cohesive tensile cracks and frictional
shear cracks. The proposed formulation is essentially based on three steps: (i)
stress decomposition in a crack-oriented coordinate system; (ii) calculation of
the total potential energy according to the contact condition; (iii) determination
of the dominant fracture mode following an energy-based criterion. We validate
the double-phase-field approach through qualitative and quantitative comparisons between the modeling results and the experimental results.
Lastly, we introduce a phase-field modeling framework for rock fractures by
incorporating roughness effects. The proposed framework aims at transforming
a displacement-based constitutive law of rock fractures into a strain-based version without introducing new parameters. In doing so, the continuous phasefield method can accommodate the rough fracture models originally designed
for discrete discontinuities. Numerical examples show that the phase-field results have an excellent agreement with the results obtained from the extended
finite element method.
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mm to ûy =
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3.0 mm to ûy =
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Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1

Motivation and objectives

Geologic materials commonly contain a wide variety of discontinuities, ranging from the slip surfaces in soil slopes (Cooper et al., 1998; Skempton, 1964)
to the joints (N. Barton, 2020; J. A. White, 2014) and faults (Sanz et al., 2007;
Segall & Pollard, 1980) in rock masses. These widespread discontinuities and
fractures are crucial for many geotechnical and geoenvironmental problems including landslides (Bjerrum, 1967; Quinn et al., 2011), collapse of deep excavation (Lei et al., 2017), and injection-induced seismicity (Ellsworth, 2013; Prévost
& Sukumar, 2016).
The entire simulation of the discontinuities and fractures in geologic materials can be divided into two stages: (i) modeling the fracturing process before the formation of discontinuities, and (ii) modeling the contact between two
surfaces of discontinuities in the post-fracturing stage. In each stage, geologic
materials and their discontinuities exhibit a number of important features. During the fracturing process, geologic materials (e.g. stiff clays, dense sands, and
rocks) are characterized by their quasi-brittleness (Barenblatt et al., 1962; Paterson & Wong, 2005), which shows progressive softening of materials after reaching the peak strength. In the post-fracturing stage, the sliding of discontinuities
involves a significant amount of friction (Borja & Foster, 2007; Palmer & Rice,
1973), whose magnitude increases with the confining pressure. This pressuredependent friction not only controls the residual strength of fractured geologic
materials but also plays a critical role in the fracture mechanism (Palmer & Rice,
1973). In addition to the frictional contact, more complex behaviors of geologic
discontinuities (e.g. dilation) could also arise due to the presence of crack roughness (N. Barton & Choubey, 1977; J. A. White, 2014). Given these characteristics,
a numerical tool that can properly treat them in the modeling of geologic discontinuities and fractures is highly expected.
Over the past decades, numerous computational models have been developed to simulate the fracturing process and/or contact behaviors of geologic
discontinuities. However, most of these models have limitations from two important aspects. First, in the modeling of fracturing processes, many methods
have adopted strength-based criteria, e.g. modified plasticity law with a calibrated softening law (Borja & Regueiro, 2001; Mánica et al., 2018; Regueiro &
Borja, 2001). While these models can capture the quasi-brittleness of geologic
materials, they deviate from the principle of fracture mechanics. Second, most
numerical methods treat geologic cracks as discrete interfaces to model their
1

frictional contact. Despite their accuracy, these methods usually require complicated algorithms for tracking fracture propagation, which can significantly
undermine the efficiency of modeling.
In recent years, the phase-field method has emerged as an innovative technique to model the interface problem and fracture propagation. Basically, the
method introduces a continuously distributed phase-field variable to model discontinuities in a diffusive manner, and it represents the fracture propagation as
the evolution of this phase-field variable. This continuous modeling of discontinuities allows one to capture the evolving discontinuities without any complex
functions and algorithms. Additionally, the formulation that governs the phasefield evolution is thermodynamically consistent with the fracture mechanics theory. Therefore, the phase-field method serves as a physically-based approach
that can efficiently model fracture propagation.
Due to its outstanding features, the phase-field method has been widely applied in the modeling of discontinuities and fractures in geologic materials. Pioneering work includes the phase-field modeling of hydraulic fracturing in saturated rock masses (Ha et al., 2018; S. Lee et al., 2016; Santillán et al., 2018). While
these studies mainly focus on the tensile fracture, some researchers also extended the phase-field formulation to model the mixed-mode (tensile and shear)
fracture in rocks (Bryant & Sun, 2018; X. Zhang et al., 2017), and the failure mode
transition in the pressure-sensitive geomaterials (Choo & Sun, 2018a). Nevertheless, all these studies employ phase-field formulations originated from linear
elastic fracture mechanics (LEFM), on the premise that the fracture is purely brittle. Therefore, they are not suitable for the simulation of fracture propagation in
the geologic materials which are quasi-brittle.
More importantly, none of the previous phase-field modeling of geologic
fractures have explicitly modeled the frictional contact. However, this frictional
contact is pervasive in the geologic materials as emphasized earlier. Due to the
absence of friction in their formulations, existing phase-field methods may be
unable to reliably model the mechanical behavior and fracturing process of geologic discontinuities.
For the above reasons, this thesis presents four new phase-field approaches
that provide more reliable and systematic modeling of discontinuities and fractures in geologic materials. More specifically, these approaches concern about
the pressure-dependent friction, the quasi-brittleness of geomaterials, and more
complex properties of rock fractures including the mixed-mode (tensile and
shear) cracking and the roughness effects. Although these four methods focus
on different aspects of geologic discontinuities and fractures, their formulations
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are interconnected, and all of them are built upon the general phase-field approximation of discontinuities, which is described in the next section.

1.2

Introduction of the phase-field approximation

This section introduces the basic information of the phase-field approximation
that underpins the model development in all following chapters.
We begin with the description of a typical initial-boundary-value problem
containing internal fractures. Consider a domain W of dim dimension with its
external boundary denoted by ∂W. We further decompose the boundary into the
displacement (Dirichlet) boundary ∂u W and the traction (Neumann) boundary
∂t W, such that ∂u W \ ∂t W = ∆ and ∂u W [ ∂t W = ∂W. The domain also contains

a set of discontinuities, which are denoted as G.

Next, we follow the standard phase-field approach to diffusely approximate
the sharp geometry of discontinuities. We first define the phase-field variable
d 2 [0, 1], where d = 0 denotes the (bulk) region without damage, and d = 1

denotes the (interface) region with full damage. Figure 1.1 illustrates how the
phase-field approach represents the original domain with sharp discontinuity.
Note that the diffuse approximation naturally gives rise to regions in which 0 <
d < 1. Then, we introduce the crack density function, Gd (d, rd), that satisfies
G⇡

Z

W

Gd (d, rd) dV.

(1.1)

The general formulation of the crack density function is written as

1 a(d)
Gd (d, rd) :=
+ Lrd · rd ,
c0
L

where c0 := 4

Z 1q
0

a(s) ds.

(1.2)

Here, L is the length parameter determining the width of the phase-field diffusive region, c0 is a modeling parameter whose value depends on a local dissipated energy density function a(d). Different choices of a(d) are provided in
the literature. The specific formulation of a(d) adopted will be discussed in the
following chapters.

1.3

Overview

The remaining part of this thesis explores phase-field formulations for modeling
frictional contact, geologic shear fracture, mixed-mode rock cracking, and rough
rock fractures. We outline the subsequent chapters as follows.
In Chapter 2, we present a phase-field method to model discontinuities with
frictional contact. By employing a crack-oriented decomposition of the stress
tensor, we evaluate each stress component depending on the contact condition
3
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Figure 1.1: Phase-field approximation of a discrete problem with a frictional crack. The
sharp discontinuity G in the left figure is diffusely approximated by the phase-field variable d as illustrated in the right figure.

of the interface. In this way, the proposed phase-field formulation can correctly
simulate the frictional contact and ensure nonpenetrating deformation without
using any algorithm to impose constraints. Before closing the chapter, we verify
this new phase-field model with numerical examples that have been studied by
the standard and extended finite element method in the literature.
In Chapter 3, we formulate a new phase-field approach for modeling the
frictional shear fracture in pressure-sensitive geologic materials. The proposed
formulation is built upon the phase-field method developed in Chapter 2 for
modeling frictional contact. Given the specific contact condition, we calculate
the stress and crack driving force accordingly, with the effects of friction incorporated. To ensure that the stress-strain responses of materials are independent
of the length parameter for phase-field approximation, we also derive a new
degradation function and the threshold fracture energy. We further demonstrate
that the resulting formulation is consistent with the theory of Palmer and Rice
(1973). Numerical results of laboratory-scale and field-scale problems showcase
that the proposed phase-field method enables a physically sound and numerically efficient simulation of the shear fracture process in geologic materials.
Chapter 4 introduces a double-phase-field formulation to simulate mixedmode rock fractures. In essence, the proposed method employs two phase-field
variables to represent the cohesive tensile (mode I) fracture and frictional shear
(mode II) fracture individually. To formulate the model, we first adopt a crackoriented decomposition of the stress tensor based on the work in preceding
chapters. Then, we evaluate the potential energy according to the contact condition. We finally apply an energy-based criterion to determine the dominant
crack mode. The double-phase-field model is further validated with the experimental data of the flawed specimens under uniaxial compression. Validation
results demonstrate that the proposed model can capture the mixed-mode rock
4

cracking behavior both qualitatively and quantitatively.
In Chapter 5, we develop a phase-field modeling framework for rock fractures with surface roughness. Basically, we transform the displacement-based
constitutive law into a strain-based model, such that it can be accommodated in
the phase-field formulation for frictional interface provided in Chapter 2. The
numerical results obtained from the proposed framework show good consistency with those from the extended finite element method, for a variety of problems ranging from shearing of a single discontinuity to compression of jointed
rocks.
Finally, Chapter 6 summarizes the main contributions of this thesis, and
provides future plans based on the completed work.

5

Chapter 2 A phase-field method for modeling cracks with
frictional contact

This chapter is published in: Fei, F. and Choo, J. (2020). “A phase-field method
for modeling cracks with frictional contact.” International Journal for Numerical
Methods in Engineering, 121(4), 740–762.

2.1

Introduction

Frictional cracks are ubiquitous in natural and manufactured systems. For example, in the Earth’s crust, frictional cracks appear over a wide range of scales
from the micrometer scale (Tjioe & Borja, 2015, 2016; Vajdova et al., 2010) to
the millimeter scale (J. A. White, 2014; L. N. Y. Wong & Einstein, 2009a, 2009b)
to the kilometer scale (F. Liu & Borja, 2009, 2013; Sanz et al., 2007). They are
also widespread in many branches of science and engineering including material sciences and civil and mechanical engineering. Accordingly, the numerical
modeling of motion and friction in crack surfaces has long been an important
subject, and there is a large body of literature on computational contact mechanics (Laursen, 2003; Wriggers, 2006).
At present, standard numerical methods treat frictional cracks as discrete
discontinuities subjected to constraints on contact conditions. The discontinuities should be aligned with element boundaries in classical finite element methods, while they can be embedded inside elements in modern methods such as
the assumed enhanced strain (AES) method (Borja, 2008; Foster et al., 2007; J. C.
Simo et al., 1993) and the extended finite element method (XFEM) (Dolbow et
al., 2001; F. Liu & Borja, 2008; Sanborn & Prévost, 2011). Irrespective of their
alignment with elements, the contact surfaces must satisfy a set of constraints including the no-penetration constraint under compression. Imposing these constraints on discrete interfaces, however, is an outstanding challenge in computational contact mechanics. A large number of studies have addressed this challenge by employing various types of algorithms such as the Lagrange multiplier
method (Carpenter et al., 1991; F. Liu & Borja, 2010c; J. C. Simo et al., 1985),
the penalty method (Khoei & Nikbakht, 2007; F. Liu & Borja, 2010a; MuellerHoeppe et al., 2012; Perić & Owen, 1992), the augmented Lagrangian method
(Bussetta et al., 2012; Elguedj et al., 2007; J. Simo & Laursen, 1992), and the
Nitsche method (Annavarapu et al., 2012, 2013, 2014; Dolbow & Harari, 2009).
Nevertheless, the optimal way to treat these contact constraints is yet an unresolved issue. Also importantly, numerical methods for frictional contact require
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significant effort for implementation, especially when one wants to accommodate complex interface geometry. For these reasons, a simple numerical method
is desired that can model frictional contact problems with low implementation
cost.
In this chapter, we propose a phase-field method for frictional crack problems that can efficiently handle complex crack geometry and contact conditions.
The key idea of the proposed method is to incorporate contact behaviors and
constraints through suitable calculation of the stress tensor in the regularized
interface region. In existing phase-field models of fracture, the stress tensor in
the interface region is either degraded or maintained according to the sign of
some part of the strain tensor. This way roughly considers a no-contact condition and a stick contact condition, but these two conditions are usually not
distinguished in a manner consistent with contact mechanics. Furthermore, and
perhaps more importantly, phase-field fracture models have not incorporated
a slip contact condition in which relative motion between interacting surfaces
takes places according to friction. Note that a slip condition is a major challenge
in computational contact mechanics because it requires one to model slip behavior while imposing the no-penetration contact in non-slip directions. In this
work, we propose a new approach that incorporates and distinguishes between
all contact conditions by a proper calculation of the stress tensor in the interface region. Our use of stress tensor is consistent with other types of smeared
crack formulations for frictional cracks (e.g. Borja, 2000), but our way to calculate stress is completely different from existing smeared methods as it builds on
a stress calculation procedure in phase-field modeling of fracture.
Compared with standard discrete methods for frictional contact, the proposed phase-field method has two attractive features. First, it can represent arbitrary interface geometry without an explicit function or enriched basis functions,
which is indeed a hallmark of all phase-field methods. Second, it can accommodate contact constraints without a dedicated algorithm, which is a unique advantage for contact problems. This new feature is attained by making the components of the stress tensor in the non-slip directions compatible between the interface and bulk regions. Notably, this way is a modification of the volumetric–
deviatoric decomposition approach proposed by Amor et al. (2009) for considering the no-penetration constraint in unilateral frictionless contact, as well as the
directional decomposition approach proposed by Steinke and Kaliske (2019) for
distinguishing between crack normal and tangential directions. The rest components of the stress tensor, which are relevant to stick/slip behavior, are determined using a standard constitutive law for frictional cracks. In this way, the
proposed phase-field method translates a discrete problem with constraints into
a continuous problem with multiple constitutive responses. As the continuous
8

problem can be solved by the standard finite element method, it would require
significantly less effort for implementation as compared with other methods that
can simulate frictional cracks passing through the interior of elements.
The chapter is organized as follows. In Section 2.2, we develop a phase-field
formulation for a boundary-value problem that involves frictional contact. Following a standard diffuse approximation of crack geometry in phase-field modeling of fracture, we introduce a new approach that explicitly considers and calculates the stress tensor in the interface region according to the contact condition
of the interface. In Section 2.3, we discretize the phase-field contact formulation
using the standard finite element method. In doing so, we present algorithms
for calculating the stress, stress–strain tangent, and unit normal and slip vectors
at quadrature points in the regularized interface region. In Section 2.4, we verify
the proposed phase-field method using stationary interface problems that have
been simulated by discrete methods in the literature. We then combine the proposed method with an evolution equation for brittle fracture, and demonstrate
the method’s capability for modeling crack growth with frictional contact. In
Section 2.5, we conclude the chapter.

2.2

Phase-field formulation for cracks with frictional contact

In this section, we develop a phase-field formulation for continuous modeling
of frictional cracks in solids. The formulation builds on methods originally developed for phase-field modeling of crack propagation, but it can be useful for
modeling general frictional interfaces in solids. For this reason, we will focus
on the use of a phase-field approach to geometric approximation of frictional
contact problems, without delving into aspects of fracture mechanics. Also, to
make the following presentation simple, we will assume without loss of generality that the material is free of inertial and body forces, isotropic, elastic, and
geometrically and materially linear. If necessary, these assumptions may be relaxed in standard ways in solid mechanics.
2.2.1 Phase-field approximation
Before stating the governing equations of the problem, we employ the phasefield approximation as introduced in Section 1.2 to diffusely represent discontinuities which involves frictional contact. Here, we choose a(d) := d2 , which is
commonly used in the classic phase-field model (Miehe, Hofacker, et al., 2010).
Once discontinuities have been diffusely approximated, a continuous version of the problem can be stated as follows. Find the displacement field in this
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domain, u, that satisfies the balance of linear momentum

(") = 0 in W,

r·
where

(2.1)

is the (Cauchy) stress tensor and " is the infinitesimal strain tensor de-

fined as the symmetric gradient of u. The boundary conditions of this problem
are given by
u = û on ∂u W,

(2.2)

= t̂ on ∂t W,

(2.3)

·

where û and t̂ are prescribed boundary conditions of displacement and traction
vectors, respectively, and

is the outward unit normal vector at the domain

boundary. Note that no boundary condition is imposed on G as the discontinuities have already been smeared in the domain W through the phase-field
approximation described in Section 1.2.
As the whole domain is now regarded as a continuum, stress tensors in
the bulk and interface systems should be continuously interpolated. For this
interpolation, we introduce a function of the phase field, g(d), that satisfies
g(d) 2 [0, 1],

g(0) = 1,

g0 (d) < 0.

g(1) = 0,

(2.4)

This function is usually called the degradation function in phase-field modeling of fracture. In this chapter, we use the most common form of g(d) in the
literature, given by
g ( d ) = (1

d )2 .

(2.5)

Using this function, we can express the stress tensor in the domain as

= g(d)
where

m

and

f

m

+ [1

g(d)]

f.

(2.6)

are stress tensors in the bulk matrix and fracture interface,

respectively. It is noted that Eq. (2.6) is a generalization of the way in which
stress is calculated in phase-field models of fracture.
In addition, the phase-field variable is postulated to satisfy the following
partial differential equation given that a(d) := d2 ,
0

g (d)H + Gc

✓

d
L

Lr · rd

◆

= 0 in W,

(2.7)

which is also adopted from phase-field modeling of fracture. Here, H and Gc

are positive parameters corresponding to the crack driving force and the critical
10

fracture energy in the context of phase-field modeling of fracture. As such, for
simulation of growing cracks, they may be calculated according to a phase-field
formulation for fracture. However, if the crack interface is assumed to be stationary, one may take any positive values for these two parameters for initialization
of the phase field. In this case, Eq. (2.7) is solved only once in the beginning
of the problem to initialize the phase-field variable, and the phase field remains
constant throughout the course of loading.
2.2.2 Calculation of stress tensors according to contact conditions
So far, the only difference between our formulation and the most standard phasefield formulation for fracture is that here we have explicitly considered the stress
tensor in the interface system,

f.

This modification has been made to incorpo-

rate contact-dependent mechanical responses of the interface system into the
phase-field formulation. In the following, we propose a specific procedure for
calculating the bulk and interface stress tensors in Eq. (2.6) according to the contact condition of the interface.
First, we calculate the bulk stress through a standard stress–strain relationship in continuum mechanics, namely
m

= C m : ",

(2.8)

where C m is the fourth-order stress–strain tangent tensor of the bulk region. For
a linear elastic material, the stress–strain tangent is given by
C m = Ce := l1 ⌦ 1 + 2GI.

(2.9)

Here, l and G are the Lamé parameters which can be converted into Young’s
modulus E and Poisson’s ratio n, 1 is the second-order identity tensor, and I
is the fourth-order symmetric identity tensor. In short, the bulk stress tensor is
evaluated as usual.
Next, we propose a new way to calculate the interface stress tensor depending on the contact condition of the interface system. To identify the contact condition, we introduce a coordinate system that is oriented with respect to
the interface normal and tangential directions. Figure 2.1 depicts this interfaceoriented coordinate system in a 2D domain. Hereafter, we denote by n the unit
vector in the interface normal direction and by m the unit vector in the slip direction. These unit vectors are assumed to be known for now.
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Figure 2.1: Definition of an interface-oriented coordinate system in a 2D domain. Vectors n and m denote unit vectors in the interface normal and tangential/slip directions,
respectively. Definitions of some stress components in the interface-oriented coordinate
system are also shown.

In the interface-oriented coordinate system, the normal strain along the interface normal direction is calculated as
# N ⌘ # nn = " : (n ⌦ n).

(2.10)

This strain can be used to distinguish between contact and no-contact conditions. By definition, this strain plays the role of the gap function in classical
contact mechanics.
When # N > 0, the interface has a gap between its two surfaces, which corresponds to an open (non-contacting) crack in phase-field modeling of fracture.
In this case, the interface system is stress-free, i.e.

f

= 0. We thus evaluate the

stress tensor under this no-contact condition as

= g(d)

m.

(2.11)

It is noted that the above expression is the same as the stress equation for an
open crack in phase-field models of fracture.
By contrast, when # N  0, the interface is considered being in contact. The

contact condition of a cohesive–frictional interface is either a stick condition or
a slip condition. The distinction between stick and slip conditions can be made
by the following yield function
f := |t |

µpN  0.

(2.12)

Here, µ is the friction coefficient of the interface, and pN is the contact normal
pressure, defined as pN ⌘
Note that pN

: (n ⌦ n) in accordance to Eq. (2.10).

snn =

0 whenever # N  0. Lastly, t is the resolved shear stress in the
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interface, which can be calculated in this continuum formulation as (see Fig. 2.1)
: (n ⌦ m).

t ⌘ snm =

(2.13)

Note that snm = smn by the symmetry of the stress tensor. A contacting interface
is under a stick condition when f < 0, whereas it is under a slip condition when
f = 0. Therefore, stick and slip conditions are distinguished in the same way in
classical contact mechanics.
Under a stick condition, no relative motion exists between the bulk and interface systems, so

m

=

f.

Therefore, the stress tensor under a stick condition

can be calculated as
m.

=

(2.14)

We note that this corresponds to the standard way how a phase-field model of
fracture treats a closed crack under compression. However, existing phase-field
models do not allow slip motion along the interface. This limitation is the major
motivation of this work and tackled in the following.
When the interface is under a slip condition, the stress tensor in the interface
system is non-zero and different from the bulk stress. We thus have to evaluate
the interface stress such that it incorporates the frictional contact behavior and
the no-penetration constraint simultaneously. For this purpose, we decompose
the interface stress tensor into a friction part,
no-penetration ,

friction ,

and a no-penetration part,

as
f

=

friction

+

no-penetration .

(2.15)

Of these two, the no-penetration part is determined to make the deformation
along the interface and bulk systems compatible in all directions except the slip
direction. This compatibility can be attained by defining the no-penetration part
as follows:
no-penetration

where tm :=

m

=

m

tm (n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n),

(2.16)

: (n ⌦ m). In words, the no-penetration part is computed by

fully degrading the slip direction components of the bulk stress tensor. Then, the
friction part is calculated to substitute the degraded components, according to a
prescribed contact constitutive law. Under a slip condition, |t | = µpN because
the yield function (2.12) is zero, and here pN must be equal to pN, m :=

m

:

(n ⌦ n) because the bulk stress is not degraded in the contact normal direction.
Also, it is likely that the signs of t and tm are identical. Therefore, we can express
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the friction part of the stress tensor as
friction

= µpN, m sign(tm )(n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n).

(2.17)

Inserting Eqs. (2.17) and (2.16) into Eq. (2.15), we obtain the interface stress tensor as
f

=

m

+ (µpN, m sign(tm )

tm )(n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n).

(2.18)

One can see that this stress tensor is obtained by replacing the slip-relevant
part of the bulk stress tensor with

friction .

Substituting the above equation into

Eq. (2.6) gives the overall stress tensor under a slip condition as

=

m

+ [1

g(d)][µpN, m sign(tm )

tm ](n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n).

Note that for all contact conditions, we get

=

f

when d = 1 and

(2.19)

=

m

when d = 0.
To summarize, we have proposed an approach that calculates the stress tensor in the interface system according to the contact condition of the interface. In
this approach, the interface stress is null under a no-contact condition and equal
to the bulk stress under a stick contact condition. The interface stress under
a slip condition is calculated as a combination of the friction part and the nopenetration part so that the contact constitutive behavior and the no-penetration
constraints are incorporated into the phase-field formulation.
Remark 1. The foregoing expressions for the interface stress tensor can be reinterpreted based on the decomposition of

= friction + no-penetration . The
friction part, friction , is zero under a no-contact condition, compatible with the
bulk stress under a stick condition, and calculated from a friction constitutive
law under a slip condition. The no-penetration part, no-penetration , is zero under
a no-contact condition while it is compatible with the bulk stress under stick and
slip contact conditions.

2.3

f

Discretization and algorithms

This section describes discretization methods and algorithms for numerical solution of the proposed formulation using the standard finite element method.
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2.3.1 Finite element discretization
The proposed phase-field formulation can be readily solved by the standard finite element method. For finite element discretization, we first define trial solution spaces for the displacement field and the phase field as

Su := {u | u 2 H 1 , u = û on ∂u W},
1

S d : = { d | d 2 H },

(2.20)
(2.21)

where H 1 denotes a Sobolev space of order one. Weighting function spaces for
the two fields are accordingly defined as

Vu := {⌘ | ⌘ 2 H 1 , ⌘ = 0 on ∂u W},
Vd := {f | f 2 H 1 } .

(2.22)
(2.23)

Applying the standard weighted residual procedure, we obtain the following
two variational equations:
Z

rs ⌘ :

Z

⌘ · t̂ dA = 0,
✓
◆
Z
Z
d
0
fg (d)H dV +
Gc f + Lrf · rd dV = 0.
L
W
W
W

dV +

∂t W

(2.24)
(2.25)

Here, Eq. (2.24) is the linear momentum balance equation and Eq. (2.25) is the
phase-field equation. Both of them are solved in each load step if the interface
system is subjected to growth during the course of loading. However, for a
stationary interface problem, the phase-field equation (2.25) only needs to be
solved once in the initialization stage of the problem. The Galerkin and matrix
forms of these equations can be developed in a standard manner, so they are
omitted for brevity.
As we are considering linear elasticity in this work, the momentum balance
equation (2.24) is linear if the contact condition inside the domain is fixed. This
is because the phase-field method has formulated a frictional crack problem as a
continuum problem with stiffness that may spatially vary according to the phase
field. However, when the contact condition of a point is subject to change after
loading, the problem is incrementally nonlinear. Therefore, it is necessary to
apply a nonlinear solution method for the momentum equation. Note that the
solution method will converge quickly whenever the contact condition remains
unchanged from an initial guess. The phase-field equation (2.25) is always linear
so it can be solved easily.
In this work, we use Newton’s method to solve the discretized momentum
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balance equation. During Newton iterations, the increment of the nodal displacement vector, denoted by DU , can be obtained by solving

J DU ,

R=

(2.26)

where R is the residual vector, of which element-wise contribution can be calculated as

[R]ie :=

Z

We

rs ⌘ i :

dV +

Z

∂t We

⌘ i · t̂ dA,

(2.27)

and J is the Jacobian matrix, of which element-wise contribution can be calculated as

[J

i,j
]e

:=

Z

We

rs ⌘ i : C : rs ⌘ j dV,

(2.28)

with e denoting an element index and i, j denoting shape function indices. C is
the stress–strain tangent that is the same as C m in the bulk region but may be
different from it otherwise.
Remark 2. As is well known, phase-field modeling requires very fine discretization around where a discontinuity is approximated diffusely. This requirement
inevitably makes the computation cost for running the phase-field method more
expensive than that for discrete methods such as AES and XFEM. However, because the phase-field method can be implemented far more easily than these
discrete methods, the total cost for implementing and running the phase-field
method would be attractively low. Note that a local and/or adaptive mesh refinement can reduce the running cost significantly. Also, numerical solutions
to phase-field formulations are known to be insensitive to mesh alignment, see
Mandal et al. (2019) for example. Therefore, both structured and unstructured
meshes can be used as long as their element sizes are small enough around the
interface region. The question of how small is enough for element sizes will be
addressed through numerical examples in Section 2.4.
2.3.2

Update of stress and tangent tensors

To evaluate Eqs. (2.27) and (2.28) during finite element assembly, we need to
calculate the stress tensor,

, and the stress–strain tangent tensor, C, at every

quadrature point. Consider a typical Newton update step for which the strain
tensor, ", and the phase-field variable, d, are given at the quadrature point of
interest. It is also assumed that the unit vector in the interface normal direction,
n and the unit vector along the slip direction, m, are also known at this point.
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The stress tensor at a quadrature point can be updated as described in Algorithm 1. The algorithm first checks whether the current quadrature point belongs to a bulk region where d = 0. If not, the algorithm identifies the contact
condition at the quadrature point and then updates the stress tensor following
the approach proposed in Section 2.2.2. To distinguish between stick and slip
conditions, the algorithm uses a standard predictor–corrector approach employing the bulk stress as a trial stress. Therefore, the yield function, f , is calculated
using t and pN of the bulk stress.
Algorithm 1 Stress update procedure for phase-field modeling of frictional
cracks
Input: ", d, n, and m as well as material parameters at a quadrature point.
1: if d = 0 then
2:
Bulk region. Return = C m : ".
3: end if
4: Calculate the interface normal strain # N = " : (n ⌦ n) and the bulk stress
m = C m : ".
5: if # N > 0 then
6:
No-contact condition. Return = g(d) m .
7: end if
8: Calculate the yield function by using the bulk stress f = | tm | µpN, m , where
tm = m : (n ⌦ m) and pN, m =
m : (n ⌦ n).
9: if f < 0 then
10:
Stick condition. Return = m .
11: else
12:
Slip condition.
13:
Return = m + [1 g(d)](µpN, m sign(tm ) tm )(n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n).
14: end if
Output: at the quadrature point.
The stress–strain tangent tensor should also be evaluated to assemble the
Jacobian matrix, see Eq. (2.28). This calculation is trivial for a bulk region. For
an interface region where 0 < d  1, it is given by
8
>
< g ( d )C m
C=
Cm
>
:
C m + [1

for a no-contact condition,
for a stick condition,
g(d)](C f

(2.29)

C t ) for a slip condition.

Here, for a slip condition, C f is defined as
C f :=

sign(tm )µ[l(n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n) ⌦ 1 + 2G (n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n) ⌦(n ⌦ n)] ,

(2.30)
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and C t is defined as
C t := G [(n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n) ⌦(n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n)] .

(2.31)

Note that all these tensors can be calculated in a straightforward manner as long
as the vectors n and m are given.
2.3.3

Calculation of unit normal and slip vectors

As described above, the unit vector in the interface normal direction, n, and
the unit vector in the slip direction, m, are crucial for the proposed phase-field
formulation. Usually, in phase-field modeling, the interface normal vector is
approximated as n ⇡ rd/krdk. The accuracy of this approximation, however,

seems to be insufficient for our purpose, for two main reasons: (1) because a
crack tip has been approximated bluntly, rd/krdk calculated around the crack

tip region is indeed nearly orthogonal to the desired n, and (2) unless d is very
close to 1, rd/krdk may not be close enough to the desired n.
Therefore, for a more accurate calculation of n and m, we devise a new
algorithm that first identifies a lower-dimensional crack path from phase-field
values and then estimates the unit vectors from the identified crack path. Hereafter, we will restrict our attention to 2D problems because identifying a crack
path in a 3D phase field is an outstanding challenge. In a 2D phase-field problem, a crack path would be a 1D line that connects points where d = 1. Drawing
on this idea, we construct such a line through the procedure described in Algorithm 2. In essence, this algorithm finds nodes where d ⇡ 1 that are distant at
least the length parameter L and connect them in a piecewise linear manner to

approximate the crack path. From this piecewise linearly approximated crack
path, we can compute n and m and then assign them to nearby quadrature
points.
The proposed algorithm for calculating n and m is simple and appears to
be sufficiently accurate for phase-field modeling of frictional interfaces. We note,
however, that any other algorithm can be used for the same purpose as long as
it gives reliable results for the unit vectors. For example, Ziaei-Rad et al. (2016)
have proposed a variational method for identifying a crack path in phase-field
modeling. The use of such an advanced method will likely improve the accuracy
of the overall numerical solution, although it requires significantly more effort
for implementation. Furthermore, due to lack of a good algorithm for estimating
n and m in 3D, applications of the proposed phase-field formulation will be
limited to 2D problems in the next section. Overcoming this limitation for 3D
problems will be a future research topic.
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Algorithm 2 Calculation of unit normal and slip vectors for a phase-field approximated interface
Input: Coordinates and phase-field values of nodes.
1: Find nodes where phase-field values are greater than a threshold (e.g. 0.98)
and store them to a set Gtmp .
2: Search the node N1 where the phase field value is greatest among all nodes
in Gtmp .
3: Find all nodes whose distances from N1 are within the phase-field length
parameter, L; then remove them from Gtmp and move N1 to a new set Gfinal .
4: Repeat the above step for other nodes in the order of decreasing phase-field
value, say N2 , N3 , · · · , until Gtmp becomes empty.
5: Sort nodes in Gfinal according to their coordinates in one direction (e.g. the x
direction).
6: Connected the sorted nodes in Gfinal as a piecewise linear line. The piecewise
linear line is then considered a crack path.
7: For each segment in the piecewise linear crack path, calculate n and m.
8: For quadrature points where d > 0, assign n and m from the nearest segment in the piecewise linear crack path.
Output: n and m at quadrature points where d > 0.

2.4

Numerical examples

This section has two objectives: (1) to verify the proposed phase-field formulation for frictional interfaces, and (2) to demonstrate the capability of the proposed method for modeling crack growth with frictional contact. For the first
objective, we adopt three numerical examples of frictional interfaces that have
been simulated by discrete methods in the literature. Yet the interfaces in these
benchmark examples are stationary (i.e. not allowed to advance). Therefore, for
the second objective, we introduce a fourth example whereby a preexisting crack
propagates according to the phase-field equation (2.25).
Results in this section have been obtained using the deal.II finite element
library (Alzetta et al., 2018; Bangerth et al., 2007). Bilinear quadrilateral elements
have been used for all numerical examples. Plane strain conditions are assumed
throughout.
2.4.1 Square domain with an internal crack
Our first example is compression of an internally cracked domain depicted in
Fig. 2.2. This problem was initially presented in Dolbow et al. (2001) and then
used by other studies including F. Liu and Borja (2008) and Annavarapu et al.
(2014). Here we also consider this problem for verification of the phase-field
formulation. The domain is a 1 m wide square and possesses a crack whose
tips are located at coordinates (0.3, 0.33) m and (0.7, 0.68) m. Note that these
tip locations are adopted from Annavarapu et al. (2014) and slightly different
19

from those in F. Liu and Borja (2008). We assign the elasticity parameters of
the material as E = 10000 MPa and n = 0.3, and the friction coefficient of the
crack as µ = 0.1. The top boundary of the domain is subjected to a prescribed
displacement of

0.1 m (downward).
1m

-0.1 m

1m

y

x

Figure 2.2: Setup of the internal crack problem.

To investigate the convergence of numerical solution with the length parameter and the element size, we consider three values of L, namely 0.008 m,
0.004 m, and 0.002 m and three values of L/h, namely 4, 8, and 16. The values of L/h are selected based on results in Borden et al. (2012) that indicate
L/h

4 gives reasonably accurate solutions when the same type of surface

density functional is employed. Because such fine discretization is necessary
only for the interface region and its nearby, we locally refine elements around a
node where the phase-field variable is greater than a threshold, until their size
reaches a prescribed L/h value. To determine the threshold value, we recall that
the spatial variation of the phase field in the chosen surface density functional is
given by d = exp( | x |/L), with x denoting the distance from the point where
d = 1 (Miehe, Welschinger, et al., 2010). As d = exp( 1) ⇡ 0.378 when x = L,

we set the threshold as 0.1 to make the locally refined region sufficiently wide.
The same mesh refinement scheme will be used throughout this section.
For initialization of the phase-field variable, we adopt a standard way in
phase-field fracture modeling that prescribes H at quadrature points around a

preexisting crack (see Appendix A of Borden et al., 2012 for example). With

H values prescribed to make d = 1 at the initial crack, we solve the phasefield equation (2.25) once to obtain a phase-field distribution that will be used
throughout the problem. Figure 2.3 shows phase-field distributions in the L =
0.008 m, 0.004 m, and 0.002 m cases when L/h = 8. It is clear that the diffuse approximation zone becomes narrower as L decreases. After initializing the phase
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field in this way, we simulate the problem through 10 load steps with a uniform
displacement increment of

0.01 m on the top boundary.

d

1.0
0.5
0.0

L = 0.008 m

L = 0.004 m

L = 0.002 m

Figure 2.3: Phase-field distributions initialized to diffusely approximate the internal
crack depicted in Fig. 2.2.

We begin by checking to see whether numerical solutions converge with
mesh refinement, in terms of displacement fields in the domain and contact normal pressures and tangential stresses along the crack. The contact pressures and
stresses are obtained at the nodes in Gfinal (see Algorithm 2) after nodal projection. Figures 2.4 and 2.5 present these results from a mesh refinement study
conducted for L = 0.002 m. We observe that both the displacement and stress
solutions converge as the element size decreases. Note also that the contact pressures and stresses satisfy the prescribed contact law (t = 0.1pN here) in every
mesh. Although not presented, results of mesh refinement studies conducted
with other length parameters showed more or less the same patterns. Therefore,
we have found that the numerical model converges with mesh refinement, and
that refinement levels of L/h

4 provide reasonable accuracy.

Next, we examine how numerical solutions are sensitive to the length parameter for phase-field approximation. Figures 2.6 and 2.7 show displacement
fields and contact pressures and stresses, respectively, obtained using the three
length parameters with meshes of L/h = 8. One can see that the results show
little sensitivity to L. Although a smaller L leads to a sharper displacement jump
across the crack and thereby larger contact stresses, the L = 0.008 m case also
shows fairly good results. This observation indicates that a rather diffuse approximation still can provide reasonably good solutions. Therefore, it can be
concluded that the phase-field method does not require a very small L for practical purposes while allowing us to obtain a more accurate solution by reducing
L.
Having confirmed that the proposed method gives consistent solutions, we
now verify it with results in the literature. We particularly compare our results
from the L = 0.002 m and L/h = 8 case with results in Annavarapu et al. (2014)
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Figure 2.4: Displacement fields in mesh refinement tests with L = 0.002 m. Color bar in
meters.

obtained by the combination of XFEM and a weighted Nitsche method. Figure 2.8 shows this comparison. As can be seen, the phase-field and XFEM results
are nearly identical in both qualitative and quantitative aspects. Therefore, we
have verified that the proposed phase-field method can provide numerical solutions comparable to those obtained by advanced discrete methods for frictional
cracks.
Lastly, we remark that the phase-field formulation for this problem is linear
in all the load steps, requiring only a single Newton update. This is because the
contact condition along the crack is identified as a slip condition from the initial
stress-free condition (as zero stress makes f = 0), and it is indeed a slip condition
throughout the problem. So this example was nothing but a linear elasticity
problem with heterogeneous stiffness. This means that, although the phase-field
method requires a quite fine mesh, its fast convergence can counterbalance the
overall computational cost.
2.4.2

Square domain with an inclined interface

The purpose of our second example is to investigate the ability of the proposed
phase-field method to distinguish between stick and slip conditions. For this
purpose, we adopt the problem of a square domain with an inclined interface,
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Figure 2.5: Contact normal pressures and tangential stresses in mesh refinement tests
with L = 0.002 m.
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Figure 2.6: Displacement fields in length parameter sensitivity tests with L/h = 8.
Color bar in meters.

which was also first used in Dolbow et al. (2001) and later revisited by Annavarapu et al. (2014), among others. The setup of this problem is illustrated
in Fig. 2.9. Similar to the previous example, a 1 m wide square domain is compressed from the top, but here the discontinuous interface is extended to the side
boundaries of the domain. The interface is inclined from the horizontal with an
angle q = tan

1 (0.2).

Therefore, when the friction coefficient µ is smaller than

0.2, the upper block should slip along the interface; otherwise, the upper and
lower blocks should be sticked together and behave as a whole. Accordingly,
this problem serves as a good benchmark example for examining the capability
for distinguishing between stick and slip behaviors.
Because the domain size remains the same as the previous example, we
consider the same three length parameters, L = 0.008 m, 0.004 m, and 0.002
m. We discretize the domain and initialize the phase field using the same way
in the previous example. The refinement level is now fixed as L/h = 8. Following Annavarapu et al. (2014), we consider two cases of friction coefficients,
namely µ = 0.19 and µ = 0.21. The elasticity parameters are set as E = 1000
MPa and n = 0.3 for both the upper and lower blocks. We again use 10 load
steps with a uniform displacement increment of

0.01 m.

Figure 2.10 comparatively shows the results of µ = 0.19 and µ = 0.21 cases
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Figure 2.7: Contact normal pressures and tangential stresses in length parameter sensitivity tests with L/h = 8.
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(Annavarapu et al.)
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Figure 2.8: Comparison of phase-field solutions with XFEM solutions in Annavarapu
et al. (2014). The phase-field results have been obtained with L = 0.002 m and L/h = 8.
Color bar in meters.
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Figure 2.9: Setup of the inclined interface problem.
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in terms of the x-displacement field. We can find that the domain is under a
slip condition when µ = 0.19 < tan q and under a stick condition when µ =
0.21 > tan q. Therefore, we have confirmed that the phase-field method can also
distinguish between stick and slip conditions appropriately.
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Figure 2.10: Results of stick/slip distinction tests with L = 0.002 m. Color bar in meters.
Displacement is scaled by a factor of 2.

Also for this problem, we check the sensitivity to the length parameter by
repeating the same problem with L = 0.008 m, 0.004 m, and 0.002 m. We have
found that stick and slip conditions are correctly distinguished with all the three
length parameters. Because the stick case is a standard linear elasticity problem,
we only present the displacement and contact stress results of the slip case (µ =
0.19) in Figs. 2.11 and 2.12. It can again be seen that the numerical solutions
show little sensitivity to L, at least for the length parameters considered which
are reasonably small compared with the domain size. Results in Fig. 2.12 also
confirm that the numerical solutions converge as L decreases.
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Figure 2.11: Displacement fields in length parameter sensitivity tests with L/h = 8.
Color bar in meters. Displacement is scaled by a factor of 2.

Figure 2.13 shows the Newton convergence behaviors of the stick and slip
cases when L = 0.002 m and L/h = 8. We can see that except the first load step
of the stick case, all load steps converged after a single update, which evinces
the linearity of the formulation. The first step of the stick case required multiple
iterations because a slip condition is initially assumed for the stress-free initial
condition and it has to be corrected by a Newton iteration. From the second
step, as a stick condition is identified from the last converged step, the problem
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Figure 2.12: Contact normal pressures and tangential stresses in length parameter sensitivity tests with L/h = 8.
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remained linear. To confirm this statement, we have also repeated the same
problems by changing the initial contact condition to a stick condition. Then, as
shown in Fig. 2.14, the first load step of the slip case required two iterations for
convergence, and all other load steps in the stick and slip cases converged after a
single Newton update. Therefore, we can conclude that the formulation is linear
if the initial guess of the contact condition is correct, and that an incorrect guess
of the contact condition can be rectified during a Newton iteration.
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Figure 2.13: Residual vector norms during Newton iterations in the µ = 0.19 (slip) and
µ = 0.21 (stick) cases, when the initial contact condition is a slip condition.
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Figure 2.14: Residual vector norms during Newton iterations in the µ = 0.19 (slip) and
µ = 0.21 (stick) cases, when the initial contact condition is a stick condition.

2.4.3 Sliding of a block
In our third example, we simulate a problem whereby stick and slip conditions
coexist along an interface. The problem is an elastic block sliding on a rigid foundation, which was introduced by (Oden & Pires, 1984) and later used by other
works such as Wriggers et al. (1990) and J. Simo and Laursen (1992). A slightly
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modified but essentially the same problem was also presented in Annavarapu
et al. (2014). As depicted in Fig. 2.15, this problem considers a rectangular elastic
block on a rigid foundation and applies tractions on its top and right boundaries.
The elasticity parameters of the block are E = 1000 kPa and n = 0.3. The rigid
foundation is approximated with a 109 times larger Young’s modulus and a zero
Poisson’s ratio, as done in Annavarapu et al. (2014). Emulating the setup of the
original problem, the interface is frictional with µ = 0.5 in the 3.6 m-long middle part, but it is frictionless elsewhere. Under the given condition, the frictional
part will mostly be sticked to the foundation but the frictionless parts will slip.
We test two cases of length parameters, L = 0.016 m and 0.008 m, with meshes
of L/h = 8. The problem is solved in a single step as in previous works.
-200 kPa
3.6 m

2m

elastic

60 kPa

4m

y
x

rigid

Figure 2.15: Setup of the sliding of a block problem.

Figure 2.16 compares deformed geometries obtained by our phase-field formulation with numerical result in J. Simo and Laursen (1992) obtained by classical finite elements with an augmented Lagrangian method. It can be seen that
the two results are fairly similar and that the interface is partially slipped. For a
more direct comparison, in Fig. 2.17 the classical result is overlapped to phasefield results obtained with L = 0.016 m and 0.008 m. We observe that the two
results are matched remarkably well, for both the L = 0.016 m and 0.008 m
cases. This agreement again demonstrates that the phase-field formulation can
correctly identify and reproduce stick and slip behaviors.
Previous studies have commonly used the contact normal pressures and
tangential stresses of this problem to study the performance of contact algorithms. Here we also use these quantities to fully verify that the phase-field
formulation can treat contact constraints well without an algorithm. Figure 2.18
presents the contact normal pressures and tangential stresses at the interface
(when L = 0.008 m), comparing them with data digitized from J. Simo and
Laursen (1992) and Oden and Pires (1984). One can see that the contact pressures
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Figure 2.16: Comparison of deformed geometries obtained by classical finite elements
in J. Simo and Laursen (1992) and the phase-field method. The phase-field result has
been obtained with L = 0.016 m.
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Figure 2.17: Deformed geometries obtained by the phase-field method with L = 0.016
m and 0.008 m, superimposed by the deformed geometry in J. Simo and Laursen (1992)
shown in Fig. 2.16.

and stresses of the phase-field and classical solutions are also in excellent agreement. This comparison has verified that the contact stresses and pressures of the
phase-field method are accurate even when slip and stick conditions are mixed.
Remarkably, embedded discontinuity methods have sometimes produced oscillatory solutions to the contact tractions of the same problem (see Fig. 8(d)
of Annavarapu et al., 2014 for example). However, as demonstrated throughout
this section, the phase-field method is always free of such oscillation because
it reformulates a contact problem as a continuum problem for which no algorithm is necessary for contact constraints. Therefore, an appealing feature of the
phase-field method is that the method can address arbitrary crack geometry as
embedded discontinuity methods, but without oscillations in contact pressures
and stresses.
Lastly, we plot the Newton convergence behaviors of the L = 0.016 m and
0.008 m cases in Fig. 2.19. As shown, this problem requires more iterations than
prior examples because the interface here involves both stick and slip conditions
(the initial contact condition was slip). Therefore, Newton’s method did not converge well initially. However, once the contact conditions of all points became
correctly identified, the residual decreased at a rate for a linear problem. This
behavior agrees well with our observation in the previous example.
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�

L = �.��� m
L = �.��� m

log�� (�R�)

�

-�

-�

-��

�

�

��
Iteration

��

��
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2.4.4 Propagation of an inclined frictional crack
Following verification with stationary interface problems, we simulate propagation of a frictional crack to demonstrate the capability of the phase-field method
for modeling growth of a crack with frictional contact. To this end, we now allow
a crack to evolve according to fracture mechanics theory by solving the phasefield equation (2.25) in every load step. The phase-field equation and the momentum balance equation (2.24) are solved sequentially as proposed by Miehe,
Hofacker, et al. (2010). Because this sequential solution method is now fairly
standard in the literature, its details are omitted for brevity. Also, because the
phase-field equation has a physical meaning now, W and Gc in the phase-field
equation should be calculated from physical quantities, rather than being arbitrarily assigned as before. Considering brittle shear fracture, we regard W as
the deviatoric part of strain energy and Gc as the mode II fracture energy. In
other words, we have modified a standard phase-field model for brittle fracture
to accommodate frictional contact.
The setup of our particular problem is illustrated in Fig. 2.20. The domain
is a 2 m wide and 4 m tall rectangle that possesses a 45 inclined crack from
coordinates (0.0,0.7) m to (1.3,2.0) m. The material parameters of the domain
are: E = 10000 MPa, n = 0.3, and Gc = 50 kJ/m2 . To investigate the effect of
friction on this problem, we consider three values of friction coefficients, µ =
0.01, 0.10, and 0.30. For phase-field modeling, we use L = 0.016 m and locally
refine the mesh until L/h reaches 8 along the existing and expected crack path.
Note that the mesh is structured and so the elements are not aligned with the
crack direction. Once the preexisting crack is initialized as before, we vertically
compress the domain with a constant displacement rate of 2 ⇥ 10

4

m per load

step. Because the contact condition of this problem is rather simple, in most load
steps Newton’s method converged after a single update.
Figure 2.21 shows how the phase-field variable and the vertical displacement field evolve during the course of loading when µ = 0.3. As shown, the
phase-field model well simulates propagation of the preexisting crack along the
45 direction until it reaches the upper right size of the domain. During the propagation stage, the displacement field is discontinuous across the crack but still
continuous through the non-fractured region. After the crack has fully developed, however, the upper and lower parts of the domain are completely disconnected, and the upper part slips along the crack. Note that this post-fracture process is essentially the same as stationary interface problems simulated earlier in
this section. We also note that other friction coefficient cases show qualitatively
identical responses in terms of the crack path and the displacement pattern.
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Figure 2.20: Setup of the propagation of an inclined frictional crack problem.

In Fig. 2.22 we plot the load–displacement curves of the three friction coefficient cases. As expected, the peak load and displacement increase with the
friction efficient. We also see that the two cases show more or less the same pattern, in which the material fails in a brittle manner and then exhibits a residual
strength. The residual strength also increases with the friction coefficient, which
evinces the contribution from the frictional resistance along the crack.
Before closing this section, we would like to demonstrate the critical role of
contact treatment in phase-field modeling of crack propagation under compression. For this purpose, we simulate the same problem with the model of Amor et
al. (2009), whereby the contact condition is treated by the volumetric–deviatoric
decomposition of the stress tensor. This stress decomposition scheme is the only
difference from our phase-field formulation used above. We note that when
our formulation attempted to simulate this problem without friction (µ = 0), it
did not converge from the very first load step because all nodes along the preexisting crack slip immediately. However, although the volumetric–deviatoric
decomposition assumes frictionless contact, it can still simulate this problem
until the crack fully develops. This indicates that the inexact contact treatment
of the volumetric–deviatoric decomposition provides non-physical frictional resistance along the interface. On a related note, we have also found that the
34

d

1.0
0.5
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Figure 2.21: Simulation results of the crack propagation problem with µ = 0.30. Displacement is scaled by a factor of 5.
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Figure 2.22: Load–displacement curves of the three friction coefficient cases.

volumetric–deviatoric decomposition is unable to distinguish stick and slip conditions correctly for the second example of this section.
Figure 2.23 compares simulation results from the two phase-field formulations when ûy =

0.020 m. To minimize the influence of friction on the com-

parison, the µ = 0.01 case is shown in this figure. One can see that when the
volumetric–deviatoric decomposition is used for this problem, the crack path
becomes kinked, giving rise to rather unrealistic deformation responses. This
difference demonstrates that inappropriate estimation of contact stresses can
impact the crack driving force to the extent that alters the crack path direction.
Therefore, it can be concluded that accurate treatment of contact condition is critical to the application of phase-field modeling to compression-induced fracture
propagation, which is a classic problem in geomechanics (Hoek & Bieniawski,
1965; Horii & Nemat-Nasser, 1985; Ingraffea & Heuze, 1980; Nemat-Nasser &
Horii, 1982).

2.5

Closure

A phase-field method has been proposed for modeling cracks with frictional
contact. Built on standard approaches in phase-field modeling of fracture, the
proposed method calculates the stress tensor in a regularized interface region
by identifying the contact condition in an interface-oriented coordinate system.
By doing so, the phase-field method accommodates contact behavior in the interface direction while imposing no-penetration constraints in other directions.
Using benchmark examples in the literature, we have verified that the proposed
method can provide numerical solutions very close to those obtained by a discrete method, showing little sensitivity to the length parameter for phase-field
regularization. Moreover, by allowing the crack to evolve according to brittle
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Figure 2.23: Comparison of simulation results at ûy = 0.020 m between those obtained by phase-field models with the contact formulation proposed in this work (with
µ = 0.01) and the volumetric–deviatoric decomposition proposed by Amor et al. (2009).
Displacement is scaled by a factor of 5.

37

fracture theory, we have demonstrated that the proposed phase-field method
can also simulate propagation of frictional cracks.
The proposed phase-field method has two key features that make it an appealing alternative to standard discrete methods. First, it can model a crack
passing through the interior of elements without an explicit representation of
geometry or enrichment of basis functions. Second, it does not require a sophisticated algorithm for imposing contact constraints on crack surfaces. Thanks to
these two features, the phase-field method can be implemented far more easily than most of existing methods for frictional cracks. Furthermore, much like
phase-field models of opening fractures, the proposed method may be well applied to more complex settings such as finite deformations, bulk plasticity, and
coupled multiphysics. Therefore, it is believed that the phase-field method can
be an attractive option even for modeling frictional interfaces that are stationary,
let alone those that evolve.
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Chapter 3 A phase-field model of frictional shear fracture
in geologic materials

This chapter is published in: Fei, F. and Choo, J. (2020). “A phase-field model
of frictional shear fracture in geologic materials.” Computer Methods in Applied
Mechanics and Engineering, 369, 113265.

3.1

Introduction

The initiation and growth of geologic shear fractures (e.g. faults and slip surfaces) are a common trigger of various subsurface failures including onshore
and offshore landslides (Bjerrum, 1967; Borja et al., 2016; Cooper et al., 1998; Dey
et al., 2015; Locat et al., 2011; Quinn et al., 2011; Skempton, 1964; Veveakis et al.,
2007). They are also central to a number of geomorphological processes, having
significant implications in structural geology and other relevant fields (Paterson & Wong, 2005; Pollard & Fletcher, 2005; Sanz et al., 2007; Sanz et al., 2008;
Schultz, 2019; Segall & Pollard, 1980). Predictive modeling of shear fracture processes in geologic materials is thus an important task for scientists and engineers
alike.
Shear fractures in geologic materials display a few important characteristics
that distinguish them from fractures considered by classic linear elastic fracture
mechanics theory or cohesive zone models. First, the two surfaces of a geologic
shear fracture are usually in contact with friction—unlike those of an opening
fracture—because geologic materials in the field are subjected to some amount
of confining pressure. This frictional contact not only gives rise to the residual
shear strength of a crack but also plays a critical role in the mechanics of fracture propagation. Second, unlike most other types of fractures that only nucleate under tensile stress, shear fractures in geologic materials can develop under
compressive stress as a consequence of crack initiation, growth, and coalescence
from preexisting flaws (Healy et al., 2006; H. Lee & Jeon, 2011; Menéndez et al.,
1996; L. N. Y. Wong & Einstein, 2009c; X. Y. Wu et al., 2000). It is noted that
indeed the majority of geologic shear fracture processes take place under significant compressive loads. Third, the peak and residual shear strengths of a
geomaterial depend strongly on the current confining pressure because the major portion of the strengths stem from the frictional resistance between grains.
Due to these distinct characteristics, dedicated efforts are required to accurately
model shear fractures in geologic materials.
In 1973, Palmer and Rice (1973) formulated a fracture mechanics theory for
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the growth of slip surfaces in overconsolidated clays.1 Using the J-integral approach (J. R. Rice, 1968), they derived an energy-based condition that governs
the propagation of a preexisting slip surface. The crux of their theory is the
explicit incorporation of the frictional energy during slip into the propagation
condition, which is absent in other theories for tensile fractures for an obvious reason. They have formally shown that the energy release rate during the
growth of a slip surface is the sum of the shear fracture energy and the frictional
energy, and that the shear fracture energy can be estimated from a shear stress–
slip curve as illustrated Fig. 3.1. The theory of Palmer and Rice has been well
applied to a number of problems related to the propagation of slip surfaces and
faults (Abercrombie & Rice, 2005; McClung, 1979; J. R. Rice, 2006; Viesca & Rice,
2012; T.-f. Wong, 1982). Furthermore, since early 2000s, Puzrin and coworkers have generalized the theory to more ductile geomaterials (Puzrin & Germanovich, 2005) and applied it to pioneer a new method for geomechanical stability analyses which they termed the shear band propagation approach (Puzrin
et al., 2016; Puzrin et al., 2004; Puzrin et al., 2017; Puzrin, 2016; Puzrin et al.,
2019; Puzrin & Schmid, 2011). The approach has shown remarkable success in
analyzing a wide variety of geologic hazard problems, which proves the physical soundness of the underlying theory.
τ
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Figure 3.1: Schematic illustration of Palmer and Rice’s theory (Palmer & Rice, 1973).
(Left) During shear fracturing, frictional sliding takes place along an existing slip surface while the process zone undergoes strain softening. The shear stress (t) equals the
residual shear strength (tr ) along the slip surface, and it ranges between the residual
shear strength and the peak shear strength (tp ) in the process zone. (Right) The shaded
area in the shear stress versus slip (d) curve corresponds to the shear fracture energy
(G I I ) of the material. The shear fracture energy is equal to the energy release rate at
Point P (J p ) minus tr dp where dp is the slip at Point P.
1 Technically speaking, Palmer and Rice (1973) referred to a slip surface as a shear band. However, in the modern geomechanics literature, the term shear band is usually reserved for a tabular
zone of localized strain, which is distinguished from a sharp discontinuity such as a slip surface (Aydin et al., 2006; Borja & Aydin, 2004; Schultz & Fossen, 2008). For this reason, the shear
discontinuity of our interest is called a shear fracture in this paper. Note, however, that it is not
uncommon in geomechanics to treat a shear band as a sharp (strong) discontinuity, because the
thickness of a shear band—which is in the order of grain size—is often negligible for field-scale
problems. If this viewpoint is adopted, the phase-field model developed in this work may also be
applied to shear bands in brittle geomaterials.
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Nevertheless, the fracture mechanics theory of Palmer and Rice (1973) has
not been well incorporated into computational models of shear fractures in geologic materials. The vast majority of models in the literature has relied on Mohr–
Coulomb theory for shear strength and/or its plasticity versions to simulate the
development of a frictional crack (Borja & Regueiro, 2001; Regueiro & Borja,
1999; Z. Wu & Wong, 2012, 2013). Although Mohr–Coulomb theory can reliably capture the pressure-dependent nature of the peak shear strength, it does
not inform one how strain-softening takes place in the fracture process zone.
So Mohr–Coulomb theory alone is insufficient to model the process of shear
fracture propagation. Borja and coworkers (Borja & Foster, 2007; Foster et al.,
2007; F. Liu & Borja, 2009) addressed this issue by inserting a slip weakening
law from Palmer and Rice’s theory into elements that undergo softening after
bifurcation. It is however noted that this approach still deviates from the theory
of Palmer and Rice (1973), because the propagation condition is not based on
energy dissipation. Also, such post-bifurcation enrichment requires the use of
a discrete numerical method for discontinuities such as the assumed enhanced
strain method (Borja & Lai, 2002; Regueiro & Borja, 2001; J. C. Simo et al., 1993)
or the extended finite element method (Dolbow et al., 2001; F. Liu & Borja, 2008,
2010b, 2013; Prévost & Sukumar, 2016; Sanborn & Prévost, 2011), plus explicit
treatment of frictional contact along a discontinuity. Unfortunately, in this kind
of discrete method, algorithms for enriching basis functions and tracking discontinuous geometry are often onerous to implement and possible sources of bias.
The algorithmic difficulty becomes amplified when the discontinuity evolves
with frictional contact.
As introduced in Chapter 1, phase-field models of fracture have emerged as
a continuous method for simulating the formation and growth of a crack without an algorithm to track the crack geometry (Borden et al., 2012; Bourdin et al.,
2008; Miehe, Welschinger, et al., 2010). Many phase-field models have also been
developed for geomaterials under mechanical and non-mechanical loads (Choo
& Sun, 2018b; Ha et al., 2018; S. Lee et al., 2016; Santillán et al., 2017), but they
have focused only on tensile fractures. A few notable exceptions are as follows. X. Zhang et al. (2017) and Bryant and Sun (2018) proposed phase-field
models of mixed-mode (tensile and shear) fractures and applied them to simulate the growth of cracks in laboratory-scale specimens. While these models
successfully reproduced shear and mixed-mode fractures as observed from experiments, they neglected the pressure dependence of geomaterials. Choo and
Sun (2018a) introduced a framework that couples phase-field modeling with
pressure-sensitive plasticity, demonstrating that it can simulate an array of failure modes of geomaterials—from tensile fracture to shear fracture to ductile
flow—and their transition by confining pressure. Yet the coupled phase-field
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and plasticity framework did not explicitly distinguish between shear and tensile fractures, although they are known to be very different for geomaterials.
Critically, the existing phase-field formulations for shear fractures in geologic materials are not consistent with the fracture mechanics theory of Palmer
and Rice (1973). The main reason is that none of them has explicitly and accurately incorporated friction along a fracture and its contribution to the fracture
propagation process. Only very recently, Fei and Choo (2020a) have proposed
a stress-decomposition scheme for phase-field modeling of frictional cracks and
interfaces. However, the stress-decomposition scheme focused mainly on modeling frictional contact in a given interface, rather than the propagation of a frictional crack. Indeed, any combination of the stress-decomposition scheme with
an existing phase-field model will still be inconsistent with the theory of Palmer
and Rice (1973), because its stress–strain response must be sensitive to the length
parameter introduced for phase-field regularization. In other words, the peak
and residual shear strengths of such combination will inevitably depend on
the length parameter introduced for a diffuse approximation of sharp geometry. However, these strengths should be independent of the length parameter
because they are prescribed material parameters in the Palmer and Rice’s theory
(cf. Fig. 3.1).
In this chapter, we develop the first phase-field formulation for shear fracture in pressure-sensitive geomaterials that is fully consistent with the fracture
mechanics theory of Palmer and Rice (1973). The development entails two unprecedented, formidable challenges in phase-field modeling of fracture: (i) incorporation of the slip-induced frictional energy into the fracture propagation
mechanism, and (ii) length-insensitive modeling of the stress–strain response in
the presence of peak and residual strengths that depend on confining pressure.
To address the first challenge, we build on the stress-decomposition scheme for
diffuse interfaces with frictional contact (Fei & Choo, 2020a) as introduced in
the last chapter, and derive a set of governing equations for different contact
conditions (or lack thereof) with an explicit consideration of frictional energy
under a slip condition. Subsequently, to tackle the second challenge, we extend
a methodology originally developed for cohesive tensile fracture that render a
phase-field formulation virtually insensitive to the phase-field length parameter (Geelen et al., 2019; J.-Y. Wu, 2017; J.-Y. Wu & Nguyen, 2018), which themselves are built on cohesive-type gradient damage formulations pioneered by
Lorentz and coworkers (Lorentz & Godard, 2011; Lorentz, 2017; Lorentz et al.,
2011, 2012). Note that the extension of the existing methodology is a remarkable task in that here we must deal with two strengths—peak and residual shear
strengths—that evolve by confining pressure during the course of loading, instead of a single, constant peak strength as in cohesive tensile fracture. It will be
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shown that the resulting phase-field formulation is remarkably consistent with
Palmer and Rice’s theory.
The chapter is organized as follows. In Section 3.2, we develop the formulation of the phase-field model, describing the main contributions of this work. In
Section 3.3, we discretize the formulation and devise algorithms for numerical
implementation of the proposed model. In Section 3.4, we present numerical
examples to verify the phase-field model and investigate its capabilities for simulating shear fracture processes in geologic materials under various conditions.
We conclude the chapter in Section 3.5.

3.2

Phase-field Formulation

The purpose of this section is to develop a new phase-field formulation for shear
fracture in geologic materials under confining pressure. Particular attention is
paid to achieving full consistency with the fracture mechanics theory of Palmer
and Rice (1973). Therefore, as in the theory, we will consider quasi-brittle geomaterials in which plasticity and finite deformations are negligible. Inertial
effects will also be ignored.
3.2.1 Phase-field approximation
Consider the boundary-valued problem as defined in Section 1.2. The time domain is denoted by T := [0, tmax ], and t 2 T denotes the current time. Fol-

lowing the standard phase-field modeling approach as presented in Section 1.2,
we diffusely approximate the sharp geometry of G by introducing a phase-field
variable, d 2 [0, 1].
Then, we discuss the selection of the local dissipation term a(d) in the crack
density function in Eq. (1.2). Normally, it is chosen as a(d) := d2 in standard
phase-field models of brittle fracture (Borden et al., 2012; Bourdin et al., 2008;
Miehe, Welschinger, et al., 2010). It is now well-known that this choice of a(d)
makes the peak strength of the material sensitive to the phase-field length parameter, L (Borden et al., 2016; Mandal et al., 2019). However, such lengthsensitivity is undesirable for phase-field modeling of cohesive fracture because
the peak strength of a cohesive zone model is a prescribed material parameter
which should not be affected by L. This is also the case in this work because
we aim at modeling shear fracture with prescribed peak and residual shear
strengths. Therefore, here we use a(d) := d, which was proposed by Bourdin
et al. (2014) and then applied by Geelen et al. (2019) for length-insensitive phasefield modeling of dynamic cohesive fracture. Inserting a(d) := d into Eq. (1.2),
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we get the following specific form of the crack density function:

3 d
Gd (d, rd) =
+ Lrd · rd .
8 L

(3.1)

It is noted that other forms of a(d) have also been advanced for length-insensitive
phase-field modeling of cohesive tensile fracture. Notable examples are presented in the work of J.-Y. Wu (2017). Here we have chosen a(d) := d for its
relative simplicity, and we expect that other forms of a(d) may be equally well
employed in the succeeding model development as long as they are compatible
with length-insensitive phase-field modeling.
3.2.2

Stress decomposition in frictional interfaces

For phase-field modeling of shear fracture under compressive stress, we must
model the frictional behavior of a diffusely approximated interface. For this
purpose, we adopt the stress-decomposition scheme proposed by Fei and Choo
(2020a), which is a simple yet accurate method for incorporating frictional contact into phase-field modeling. In what follows, we describe the essence of
the stress-decomposition scheme, noting some points that specialize in a strainsoftening material depicted in Fig. 3.1.
In phase-field modeling of fracture, the overall stress tensor at a material
point,
gion,

, is calculated by interpolating the stress tensor in the bulk (intact) rem,

and the stress tensor in the interface (fully fractured) region,

f.

This

interpolation can be written as

= g(d)

m

+ [1

g(d)]

f,

(3.2)

where g(d) is the degradation function as introduced in Chapter 2, which is
subjected to the constraints given in Eq.(2.4). One can see that any form of g(d)
satisfying Eq.(2.4) gives

= m in an intact region where d = 0, and = f
in a fully damaged region where d = 1. The most common form of g(d) in the
phase-field literature is g(d) = (1 d)2 . However, this form of g(d) inevitably
makes the stress–strain response sensitive to the phase-field length parameter.
Indeed, to suppress the length-sensitivity of a phase-field formulation, the form
of g(d) should be carefully derived (Geelen et al., 2019; J.-Y. Wu, 2017; J.-Y. Wu
& Nguyen, 2018). Later in this section, we will select a generic form of g(d)
compatible with length-insensitive modeling and derive its specific expression
for our phase-field formulation for shear fracture.
The bulk stress tensor is calculated using a standard stress–strain constitutive model in continuum mechanics. A general stress–strain relationship can be
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written in the rate form as
˙ m = C m : ",
˙

(3.3)

where C m is the fourth-order stress–strain tangent tensor and " is the infinitesimal strain tensor defined as the symmetric gradient of the displacement vector,
u. For simplicity, we assume that the pre-failure behavior is well described by
isotropic linear elasticity. Then C m equals the linear elastic stiffness tensor, Ce ,
given by
✓
C m = Ce := K1 ⌦ 1 + 2G I

◆
1
1⌦1 ,
3

(3.4)

where K and G are the bulk modulus and the shear modulus, respectively, 1 is
the second-order identity tensor, and I is the fourth-order symmetric identity
tensor. The bulk and shear moduli can be converted into other elasticity parameters such as Young’s modulus E and Poisson’s ratio n. We note that the
assumption of isotropic linear elasticity can be relaxed if one wants to capture
more realistic pre-failure behavior (Choo et al., 2013; Choo et al., 2011).
The interface stress tensor is determined according to the contact condition
of the interface. To identify the contact condition, we adopt the coordinate system oriented to the normal and tangential directions of the interface as presented
in Fig. 2.1. We recall that the unit normal vector is denoted by n, and the slip
vector is denoted by m, of an interface. Then we can define the contact normal
strain, # N , as
# N ⌘ # nn = " : (n ⌦ n).

(3.5)

Using # N as the gap function in classic contact mechanics, we consider the interface is open when # N > 0 and in contact otherwise. When the interface is in
contact, we further distinguish between stick and slip conditions using a yield
function that gives f < 0 under a stick condition and f = 0 under a slip condition. For a strain-softening material depicted in Fig. 3.1, the yield function can
be written as
f := |t |

tY  0.

(3.6)

Here, t is the overall resolved shear stress, calculated as
t :=

1
2

: ↵,

where ↵ := m ⌦ n + n ⌦ m,

and tY is the yield stress.
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(3.7)

The interface stress tensor is then calculated depending on the contact condition as follows:

f

=

8
>
0
>
>
<
>
>
>
:

if open,
if stick,

m
friction

+

no penetration

(3.8)

if slip.

The stress calculations in the first two cases (open and stick) are obvious. In
the last case (slip), the interface stress tensor is decomposed into the frictional
component in the contact tangential direction,
component in the contact normal direction,

friction ,

and the no-penetration

no penetration .

To write specific ex-

pressions for the two components, we define
tm :=

1
2

m

: ↵.

(3.9)

Then the frictional and no-penetration components are expressed as
friction

= tr ↵,

no penetration

=

m

tm ↵,

(3.10)

because tr is the shear stress mobilized along a discontinuous slip surface. Inserting these expressions into Eq. (3.2), we get the expressions for the overall
stress tensor as

=

8
>
g(d)
>
>
<
>
>
>
:

if open,

m

if stick,

m
m

[1

g(d)]tm ↵ + [1

(3.11)

g(d)]tr ↵ if slip.

It is noted that for the expression under a slip condition, the first two terms are
related to the bulk deformation whereas the last term is related to the slip in the
interface. Also, from the last expression in Eq. (3.11), we can write the overall
resolved shear stress, t, as
t = g(d)tm + [1

g(d)]tr ,

(3.12)

which is consistent with the interpolation for the overall stress tensor, Eq. (3.2).
One can see that t = tm in an intact zone where d = 0, tr < t < tp in the
process zone where 0 < d < 1 and tm > tr , and t = tr in a fully developed slip
surface where d = 1. This is also consistent with the shear stress distribution
in the problem of slip surface growth in a strain-softening material, depicted in
Fig. 3.1.
Remark 3. The foregoing treatment of frictional contact assumes that dilation is
absent in frictional slip. This assumption is standard in contact mechanics and
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also consistent with the theory of Palmer and Rice (1973). However, fractures
in geologic materials often show some amount of shear-induced dilation due to
surface roughness or gouge materials. The effect of fracture dilation would be
small, but it can be critical in some cases such as coupled poromechanical problems. Extension of the current formulation to dilatant fractures will be presented
in future work.
3.2.3 Governing equations
Following the work of da Silva et al. (2013), we will obtain the two governing
equations of the phase-field model from the balance of macroscopic momentum
as
r·

✓

∂y(", d, rd)
∂"

◆

∂y(", d, rd)
= 0,
∂u

(3.13)

and from the balance of microscopic force as
r·

✓

∂y(", d, rd)
∂rd

◆

∂y(", d, rd)
=
∂d

(

bd˙
pr

if d˙ > 0,
if d˙ = 0.

(3.14)

Here, b is a parameter related to the rate-dependence of the fracturing process,
and we set b = 0 in this work to consider rate-independent fracture. Also,
pr is the reactive microforce introduced for enforcing the crack irreversibility
constraint. Lastly, y denotes the potential energy density at a material point.
For the problem at hand, it is given by
y = ye + yf + yd

yb ,

(3.15)

where ye is the strain energy due to elastic deformation, yf is the frictional energy due to slip, yd is the fracture energy due to the generation of discontinuous
surfaces, and yb is the external energy due to body force.
Our task is then to determine specific expressions for the four energy terms
in Eq. (3.15). Note that the first two energy terms, ye and yf , have different forms
according to the contact condition. So we consider their rate forms to accommodate their incremental nonlinearity. The rate of the strain energy density, ye , is
given by

ẏe =

8
>
g(d)
>
>
<
>
>
>
:

m

m

: "˙

m

: "˙

: "˙

if open,
if stick,

[1

g(d)]tm ġ if slip,

47

(3.16)

where g := " : ↵. Next, the rate of the frictional energy density, ẏf , can be
written as

ẏf =

8
>
0
>
>
<
>
>
>
:

if open,

0

if stick,

[1

(3.17)

g(d)]tr ġ if slip.

It is noted that this expression is a continuum version of the frictional energy
considered in Palmer and Rice (1973), for an interface region where d = 1. The
last two energy terms, yd and yb , are independent of contact conditions. The
fracture energy density is given by
yd = G I I Gd (d, rd) =

3G I I
[d + L2 rd · rd],
8L

(3.18)

where G I I is the shear fracture energy. Note that G I I depends heavily on the

amount of slip, varying by orders of magnitude (Abercrombie & Rice, 2005).
Within the same order of magnitude, it can also be changed by the normal stress
and temperature (Z. Liu & Rummel, 1990; T.-f. Wong, 1986). In this work, for
simplicity, we will prescribe G I I based on the expected amount of slip, neglecting

its dependence on the normal stress and temperature. Lastly, the external energy
is given by
yb = rg · u ,

(3.19)

where r is the mass density of the body, and g is the gravitational acceleration
vector.
Having determined the four energy terms, we now derive specific expressions for the governing equations (3.13) and (3.14). Due to the incrementally
nonlinear nature of the post-peak behavior, the derivation must consider a sequence of loading/unloading. In what follows, we will first consider a monotonic loading sequence in which a material point is intact (d = 0) initially, undergoes slip-induced fracturing (d˙ > 0) after shear stress reaches the peak shear
strength, and becomes fully fractured (d = 1) manifesting the residual shear
strength. Then we will consider an unloading sequence in which fracture does
not grow (d˙ = 0). Note that the loading and unloading cases after the peak
stress can be distinguished by the yield function, i.e. f = 0 for loading (slip)
and f < 0 for unloading (stick), similar to classic plasticity. For brevity, in what
follows we will focus on a material point under compressive stress. It is noted
that fracturing under tensile stress can be addressed by an existing phase-field
model of opening fracture.
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Intact condition Consider an intact (d = 0) region of which the contact condition cannot be defined due to the absence of an interface. Assume that shear
stress does not reach the peak shear strength in any direction. For this intact region, we adopt the form of the governing equations of existing phase-field models of cohesive fracture (Geelen et al., 2019; J.-Y. Wu, 2017; J.-Y. Wu & Nguyen,
2018) and write them as
r·

g0 (d)Ht +

m

3G I I
2L2 r · rd
8L

9
+ rg = 0 >
=
;
1 =0 >

if intact.

(3.20)

Here, Ht is the threshold fracture energy per unit volume, which is defined as
the crack-driving part of the strain energy at the peak stress. This term is introduced in phase-field models of cohesive fracture (Geelen et al., 2019; J.-Y. Wu,
2017; J.-Y. Wu & Nguyen, 2018) to prevent fracturing until stress reaches a prescribed peak strength. Note that shear fracture in the theory of Palmer and Rice
(1973) also nucleates only when shear stress reaches the peak shear strength.
While Ht for opening fracture can be straightforwardly determined as the tensile strain energy at the peak strength, its determination for shear fracture is

not straightforward because not all part of the shear strain energy contributes
to shear fracturing in which frictional energy dissipation exists. Therefore, the
specific form of Ht will be derived later when we furnish the formulation to be
insensitive to the phase-field length parameter, L. It is also noted that the same

set of governing equations can be used for both loading and unloading in an
intact region.
Slip (loading) condition Next, consider the subsequent stage of loading in
which shear stress reaches the peak shear strength and then decreases to the
residual shear strength. During this strain-softening process, an interface region
(0 < d  1) emerges and undergoes slip throughout. To derive the governing

equations in this process, we first have to determine the strain and frictional energies, ye and yf . To accommodate the pressure-induced evolution of tr during
slip, we integrate the rate forms of the energy terms during the time of slip and
add them to the energies when slip started, i.e. when shear stress in an intact
region reached tp . Denoting by t p the time at the beginning of slip, the strain
and frictional energies can be written as
e

e

y = y |t p +
yf = yf | t p +

Z t
tp

Z t
tp

m

[1

: "˙ dt

Z t
tp

[1

g(d)]tr ġ dt,
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g(d)]tm ġ dt,

(3.21)
(3.22)

where ye |t p and yf |t p refer to the strain and frictional energies at t p . Obviously,
yf |t p = 0 because yf = 0 in the beginning and ẏf = 0 before slip. In addition,

from the definition of Ht and Eq. (3.14), we get

∂ye |t p
= g0 (d)Ht .
∂d

(3.23)

We then insert Eqs. (3.21)–(3.23) into Eqs. (3.13) and (3.14), and substitute ġ =
dg/dt into the time-integrated equations. The governing equations for postpeak loading ( f = 0) are obtained as
r·{

m

[1

9
tr )↵} + rg = 0 >
=

g(d)](tm

g0 (d)H +

3G I I
2L2 r · rd
8L

where

H := Ht + Hslip ,

Hslip :=

Z g
gp

;
1 =0 >

(tbulk

if slip.

tr ) dg.

(3.24)

(3.25)

Here, Hslip is the crack driving force emanating from the slip motion, and H is

the total crack driving force which also includes the crack driving force accumulated from the pre-peak deformation. Also, g p denotes the shear strain in
the slip direction when t = tp , such that the amount of frictional slip can be
calculated as g

gp.

Stick (unloading) condition Lastly, consider the case of post-peak unloading
in which shear stress decreases after fracture has developed. In this case, the interface is stick and the material point behaves as an intact material. So we obtain
= m and yf = 0. Also, because d˙ = 0 during unloading, pr appears on the
right hand side of the microforce equation (3.14) to ensure crack irreversibility.
Therefore, the governing equations in this case are given by
r·

3G I I
2L2 r · rd
8L

m

9
+ rg = 0 >
=

1 =

;
pr >

if stick.

(3.26)

Following the algorithm of Miehe, Hofacker, et al. (2010), which has widely been
used in phase-field models of fracture, we set pr as
pr =

g0 (d) max H(t).
t2[0,t]

(3.27)

It is noted that the governing equations in this unloading case are equivalent
to those in most existing phase-field models under compressive stress, in which
the stress tensor is not degraded and the crack driving force is not updated.
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However, in the current model, these equations arise only when the interface is
stick.
Remark 4. The crack driving force during slip, Hslip in Eq. (3.25), is expanded as

Hslip =

Z g
gp

tm dg

Z g

tr dg .
| {z }
gp

(3.28)

frictional
energy

As noted in the above equation, the second term on the right hand side excludes
the frictional energy dissipation from the crack driving force. Not only is this
term conceptually consistent with the theory of Palmer and Rice (1973), but it
also is quantitatively consistent because the frictional energy in the discrete theory is tr d (cf. Fig. 3.1) and g is the continuum counterpart of d. Note that this
term has naturally emerged as a consequence of using the stress-decomposition
scheme of Fei and Choo (2020a).
3.2.4 Derivation of degradation function and threshold fracture energy
To complete the formulation, we further derive specific expressions for the degradation function, g(d), and the threshold fracture energy, Ht . The derivation

will be guided by the fact that standard continuum mechanics theory, which is
adopted in this work as well as Palmer and Rice (1973), does not have a material length scale. Such absence of a material length scale requires that the
stress–strain response of the phase-field formulation should not be sensitive to
the phase-field length parameter, L. In what follows, we show that this lengthinsensitivity argument allows us to arrive at specific expressions for g(d) and

Ht .
We begin the derivation by adopting a generic form of g(d) compatible with
the crack density function (3.1), given by
g(d) =

(1

(1 d ) n
.
d)n + md(1 + pd)

(3.29)

In this paper, we focus on two particular forms that were used by Geelen et al.
(2019) for phase-field modeling of cohesive opening fracture and referred to as
quasi-quadratic and quasi-linear functions. The quasi-quadratic function is recovered by setting n = 2 and p

1, and the quasi-linear one by n = 1 and

p = 0. For the quasi-quadratic function, p acts as a material parameter controlling the softening behavior, which can be calibrated to fit experimental data.
(See Geelen et al., 2019 for example.) The quasi-quadratic degradation function
was originally proposed by Lorentz and coworkers (Lorentz, 2017; Lorentz et
al., 2011), while the quasi-linear degradation function was derived by Geelen et
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al. (2019). The remaining parameter, m, is not a free parameter and determined
from other material properties. To wit, consider an intact domain where d = 0
throughout. To satisfy the microforce balance in Eq. (3.20), it is required that
m=
because g0 (0) =

3G I I 1
,
8L Ht

(3.30)

m. The above equation shows that g(d) will be completely

determined once a specific expression for Ht is derived.
Next, to derive Ht , consider a monotonic slip process from the peak shear

strength. Noting that tm = Gg and tp = Gg p , we can expand Hslip defined in
Eq. (3.25) as follows:

Hslip =
=

Z g
gp
Z g
gp

(tm

tr ) dg
tr ) dg

( Gg

G 2
[g
g2p ] tr [g
2
G
= [g2 (tp /G )2 ]
2
⌘ t
1 ⇣ 2
r
=
tm tp2
2G
G
1
=
tm + tp 2tr
2G

=

gp ]
tr [g

(tp /G )]

tm

tp

tm

tp .

(3.31)

Also, rearranging Eq. (3.12) gives
tm =

t tr
+ tr .
g(d)

(3.32)

Then we insert Eq. (3.32) into Eq. (3.31) and get

Hslip

1
=
2G

✓

t tr
+ tp
g(d)
"✓
◆
1
t tr 2
=
2G
g(d)

tr

◆✓

tp

t tr
+ tr
g(d)
#

tr

2

tp

◆

.

(3.33)

Substituting the above equation into Eq. (3.25), we obtain an alternative expression for H as
1
H = L+
2G

✓

t tr
g(d)

◆2

,

where L := Ht

1
tp
2G

tr

2

.

(3.34)

We now consider the balance of microforce in the slip direction, which is essentially a 1D simple shear problem. For this 1D setting, the microforce balance
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equation can be written as
✓

3G I I
8L

d2 d
2L2 2
dx

1

◆

"

1
g0 (d) L +
2G

✓

t tr
g(d)

◆2 #

= 0,

(3.35)

where H is substituted by Eq. (3.34). To solve this equation for t, we adopt

the solution procedure of Geelen et al. (2019) for a 1D phase-field equation for
fracture. Multiplying dd/dx to the above equation gives
d
dx

(

3G I I
8L

L

2

✓

dd
dx

◆2

d

!

"

g(d) L

1
2G

✓

t tr
g(d)

◆2 #)

= 0.

(3.36)

To integrate this equation, consider the following boundary conditions:
d(d⇤ , b) = 0,

dd ⇤
(d , b) = 0.
dx

(3.37)

Here, b denotes the half width of the interface region along the interface normal
direction, which may be related to the maximum value of the phase-field variable d⇤ in the interface region. See Fig. 3.2 for illustration. Integrating Eq. (3.36)
with the above boundary conditions gives
3G I I
8L

"

L2

✓

dd
dx

◆2

#

d + [1

g(d)]L +

1 g(d)
(t
2Gg(d)

tr )2 = 0.

(3.38)

To further simplify the equation, recall that the distribution of the phase field
must be symmetric across [ b, b]. This symmetry consideration gives the following conditions:
dd ⇤
(d , 0) = 0.
dx

d ( d ⇤ , 0) = d ⇤ ,

(3.39)

Using these additional conditions, we rewrite Eq. (3.38) as
3G I I ⇤
d + [1
8L

g(d⇤ )]L +

1 g(d⇤ )
(t
2Gg(d⇤ )

tr )2 = 0,

(3.40)

which is a function of d⇤ . Then, we can express t as
s⇢

2Gg(d⇤ )
.
1 g(d⇤ )

(3.41)

g(d⇤ )
(1 d ⇤ ) n
8LHt (1 d⇤ )n
=
=
.
1 g(d⇤ )
md⇤ (1 + pd⇤ )
3G I I d⇤ (1 + pd⇤ )

(3.42)

t = tr +

3G I I ⇤
d
8L

[1

g(d⇤ )]L

According to Eqs. (3.29) and (3.30), one can see that
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Inserting the above equation into Eq. (3.41), we get
t = tr +

s⇢

3G I I ⇤
d
8L

g(d⇤ )]L

[1

8LHt 2G (1 d⇤ )n
.
3G I I d⇤ (1 + pd⇤ )

(3.43)

From Eq. (3.43), one can find that any L 6= 0 will render t as a function of
L, which means that the shear stress will be sensitive to the phase-field length

parameter. Therefore, L should be zero to ensure that the stress–strain behavior
will be independent of L. The requirement of L = 0 in Eq. (3.34) leads to the
conclusion that Ht should take the following form:

Ht =

1
(tp
2G

tr )2 .

(3.44)

It is noted that Ht can be expressed using three prescribed material parameters,
namely G, tp , and tr . To prove the length-insensitivity of the resulting phase-

field formulation, we insert Eq. (3.44) into Eq. (3.43). Then the shear stress becomes expressed as
t = tr +

s

d ⇤ (1 d ⇤ ) n
(tp
d⇤ (1 + pd⇤ )

tr )2 ,

(3.45)

where L no longer appears. One can also see that p in the degradation function (3.29) controls how shear stress evolves during the strain-softening phase.
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Figure 3.2: Definitions of d⇤ and b for a phase-field distribution along the interface
normal direction.

The above 1D problem can be further used to analyze the phase-field model
derived in this work, much like how Geelen et al. (2019) analyzed their own
phase-field model of cohesive tensile fracture. In Appendix A, we present such
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analysis of the proposed model in terms of fracture energy dissipation and slip
displacement.
Remark 5. The derived expression for the threshold fracture energy, Eq. (3.44), is
fully consistent with the crack driving force at the tip of a slip surface derived
by Palmer and Rice (1973). The crack driving force at the tip, Eq. (17) in Palmer
and Rice (1973), can be written in our notation as
h
(tp
2G

tr )2 ,

(3.46)

where h is the height of the domain containing a horizontal slip surface under
simple shear. Because the threshold fracture energy is defined as the crack driving force at peak stress per unit volume, h = 1 for Ht —and this leads to the

exactly same equation as Eq. (3.44). This theoretical consistency further justifies
our derivation of Eq. (3.44).
Remark 6. For phase-field models of cohesive fracture, it is known that there exists an upper bound on L which is related to the fracture energy and the threshold fracture energy. The upper bound on our L may be found by substituting G I I

and Ht in Eq. (3.44) into Eq. (27) of Geelen et al. (2019) (note that our L equals
one half of L in their paper). This gives
Lk

GI I G
,
(tp tr )2

(3.47)

where k = 3/4( p + 2) and k = 3/4 for the quasi-quadratic and quasi-linear
degradation functions, respectively. Notably, this upper bound is closely related
to the size of the process zone in the theory of Palmer and Rice (1973). To wit,
we combine Eqs. (39) and (44) of Palmer and Rice (1973) and write the size of
the process zone as
w=

9p
GI I G
.
16(1 n) (tp tr )2

(3.48)

One can see that the upper bound on L, Eq. (3.47), and the process zone size w,
Eq. (3.48), are commonly proportional to G I I G/(tp

tr )2 . We note that similar

relations have also been found between the size of the process zone in opening
fracture and the upper bound on the length parameter of existing phase-field
models of cohesive tensile fracture (Geelen et al., 2019; J.-Y. Wu, 2017). This similarity affirms the consistency of our model with phase-field models of cohesive
fracture as well as the theory of Palmer and Rice (1973).
Remark 7. The quasi-quadratic and quasi-linear degradation functions, which
are two particular cases of Eq. (3.29), may give rise to significant differences in
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the overall material response although both functions share the same Ht and

thus ensure insensitivity to L. To illustrate this aspect, in Fig. 3.3 we plot how
g(d) and g0 (d) vary with d, for the quasi-quadratic (with p = 1) and quasi-linear
functions with the same m of 20. Figure 3.3(a) shows that the value of the quasiquadratic degradation function approaches zero more rapidly than the quasilinear one, showing g(d) ⇡ 0 already when d

0.6. Figure 3.3(b) indicates that

g0 (d), which is multiplied to H in the governing equation (3.24), evolve very

similarly from their common initial value of g0 (0) =
is a subtle difference in their final values,
crack driving force term,

g0 (d)H,

g 0 (1),

m. Nevertheless, there

which determines the overall

in a fully-fractured region. To explain this

difference, we write the closed form of g0 (d) as
0

g (d) =

m (1

1

d)n

⇥

2) pd2 + d(n + 2p

(n

[(1

d)n + md(1 + pd)]

1) + 1

2

⇤

.

(3.49)

One can see that, whereas g0 (1) = 0 for the quasi-quadratic function in which
n = 2, g0 (1) =

(8LHt )/3G I I < 0 for the quasi-linear function in
which n = 1. This means that when the quasi-linear function is used, the overall
crack driving force term in the governing equation (3.24) does not vanish in a
fully-fractured region. However, it is usually very small as shown in Fig. 3.3(b),
because m
1 typically. The effect of the choice of g(d) will be further discussed
in Section 3.4 based on numerical results.
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Figure 3.3: Variations of (a) the values and (b) the derivatives of the quasi-quadratic and
quasi-linear degradation functions with the phase field. See Eq. (3.29) for the definition
of n and p. For illustration purposes, m = 20 is assigned in both plots.

Remark 8. As discussed in previous work (Geelen et al., 2019; J.-Y. Wu, 2017), the
quasi-linear degradation function has a zero ultimate displacement, giving rise
to snap-back behavior. For this reason, the quasi-linear function is appropriate
only for a particular class of problems in which crack propagates in a stable
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manner. This issue is absent in the quasi-quadratic degradation function which
has a finite ultimate displacement.
3.2.5 Determination of fracturing direction
The foregoing phase-field formulation has been developed provided that the
direction of fracturing is given. However, although the direction may be easily
determined in simple cases, it is not known a priori in general. In what follows,
we devise a method that can be used to determine the fracturing direction in the
proposed phase-field formulation.
The premise of our method is that fracturing takes place such that it maximizes energy dissipation. This premise has been used in eigenfracture/erosion
models (Pandolfi et al., 2013; Pandolfi & Ortiz, 2012; Schmidt et al., 2009) to determine a crack path, and in the mixed-mode phase-field model of Bryant and
Sun (2018) for the same purpose. Notably, in the latter work, the fracturing direction in each load step is found as the direction that gives the largest crack
driving force. Adopting this argument, we will also search for the direction that
maximizes the crack driving force for frictional shear fracture at hand.
Recall that the crack driving force in our model is given by Eq. (3.25), where

Ht has been derived as Eq. (3.44). Because tp = tm at the moment of initial fracture, one can see that the crack driving force is proportional to tm tr throughout the fracturing process. We will therefore search for the plane where tm tr
attains its maximum value. For this purpose, let us denote by q the inclination
angle of a plane to the direction of the major principal stress in compression.
Our task is then to find q that maximizes tm tr , i.e.
q = arg max[tm (q )
q

tr (q )].

(3.50)

Adopting the Coulomb criterion, we express tr as
tr = pN tan fr ,

(3.51)

where pN is the contact normal pressure acting on a surface, and fr is the residual friction angle. Note that the residual shear strength is considered cohesionless, as suggested by experimental evidence (Skempton, 1964). Without loss of
generality, pN > 0 is assumed in the following discussion.
We then seek to write tm and pN in terms of q. Let us denote by s1 , s2 , and
s3 the major, intermediate, and minor principal stresses in compression, respectively. We then focus on the plane constructed by the directions of s1 and s3 in
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which slip takes places. In this plane, tm and pN can be written as
tm =

s1

s3
2

sin 2q,

pN =

s1 + s3
2

s1

s3
2

Inserting the above expressions into Eq. (3.51) and tm
tm

tr =

Recall that tm

cos 2q.

(3.52)

tr , we get

s1 + s3
s1 s3
tan fr +
(sin 2q + cos 2q tan fr ) .
2
2

(3.53)

tr during fracturing as well as that 0  fr  90 for physically

meaningful materials, one can see that tm

tr becomes greater with h(q ) :=

sin 2q + cos 2q tan fr . Therefore, to find q maximizing h(q ), we solve h0 (q ) =
2 cos 2q

2 tan fr sin 2q = 0 and obtain
q = 45

fr
.
2

(3.54)

Remarkably, this failure plane angle is the same as that obtained from Mohr–
Coulomb theory using the residual strength criterion. At this point, we also
adopt the Mohr–Coulomb criterion for the peak strength, which can be written
as
tp = c + pN tan f.

(3.55)

Here, c is the cohesion strength of the material, and f is the peak friction angle.
The peak and residual friction angles are usually distinguished although they
are found to be similar in some materials; see Chang et al. (2006), Mitchell and
Soga (2005), Paterson and Wong (2005), and Skempton (1964) for experimental
data on soils and rocks.
Once q is determined, n and m of the (potential) failure plane may be obtained according to Anderson’s fault theory (Anderson, 1951). First, because n
is orthogonal to the direction of s2 , it can be calculated by rotating the unit vector in the direction of s1 along the direction of s2 by 90

q clockwise. Using

Rodrigues’ formula for vector rotation, n is computed as
n = a1 sin q + (a2 ⇥ a1 ) cos q,

(3.56)

where a1 and a2 denote the unit vectors in the directions of s1 and s2 , respectively. Next, because m is mutually orthogonal to n and a2 , it is determined
as
m = a2 ⇥ n.
Then we can also calculate ↵ = (n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n).
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(3.57)

Remark 9. If desired, alternative expressions for the peak and/or residual shear
strengths can be employed within the proposed phase-field modeling framework. For example, a nonlinear strength criterion (e.g. Atkinson, 2007 for overconsolidated clays or Shen et al., 2018 for rocks) may be used for the peak
strength in lieu of Eq. (3.55). In this work, the Mohr–Coulomb strength criterion are selected to minimize the number of material parameters and to compare
our numerical results with others in the literature produced by other numerical
methods using the same strength criterion.

3.3

Discretization and algorithms

This section presents discrete formulations and algorithms to apply the proposed phase-field model to simulate shear fracture processes in geologic materials. To fully focus on the topic at hand—frictional shear cracks—we will exclude the case of open cracks. Note that the open crack case can be augmented
straightforwardly by checking # N > 0 as discussed in the beginning of the previous section.
3.3.1 Problem statement
We begin by stating an initial–boundary-value problem based on the proposed
phase-field formulation. Before delving into the problem statement, we note
that the governing equations for intact and stick conditions, Eqs. (3.20) and (3.26)
respectively, can be unified because

= m and fracturing does not occur under
both conditions. Therefore, in what follows, we consider two modes, namely the
non-slip mode (intact and stick) and the slip mode, and distinguish them using
the yield function, f := |t | tY , by setting tY = tp for an intact material and
tY = tr for a damaged material.
The strong form of the problem can then be stated as follows. Given û, t̂,
u0 , and d0 , find u and d such that
r·

g0 (d)H + +

3G I I
2L2 r · rd
8L

+ rg = 0 in W ⇥ T,

(3.58)

in W ⇥ T,

(3.59)

1 =0

where

=

8
<
:

if f < 0,

m
m

[1

g(d)]tm ↵ + [1
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g(d)]tr ↵ if f = 0,

(3.60)

and

H+ =

8
< max H + (t) if f < 0,
t2[0,t]

: H +H
t
slip

if f = 0,

(3.61)

subjected to the boundary conditions

on ∂u W ⇥ T,

u = û

(3.62)

= t̂ on ∂t W ⇥ T,

·

rd ·

(3.63)

= 0 on ∂W ⇥ T,

(3.64)

in W ⇥ T,

(3.65)

and the initial conditions
u|t=0 = u0
d | t =0 = d 0

in W ⇥ T.

(3.66)

Here, û and t̂ are prescribed boundary conditions of displacement and traction
vectors, respectively,

is the outward unit normal vector at the domain bound-

ary, and W := W [ ∂W. It is also noted that H + for intact and stick conditions

can be combined as Eq. (3.61) because the initial H + for an intact material is Ht .
3.3.2

Finite element discretization

We use the standard Galerkin finite element method to discretize the two-field
governing equations at hand. To begin, we introduce trial solution spaces for u
and d as

Su := {u | u 2 H 1 , u = û on ∂u W},
1

S d : = { d | d 2 H },

(3.67)
(3.68)

where H 1 denotes a Sobolev space of order one. Accordingly, we define weighting function spaces for the two fields as

Vu := {⌘ | ⌘ 2 H 1 , ⌘ = 0 on ∂u W},
V d : = { j | j 2 H 1 }.

(3.69)
(3.70)

Through the weighted residual procedure, we obtain the following two variational equations:

Z

Z
W

W

0

rs ⌘ :
+

dV +

jg (d)H dV +

Z

W

Z

Z

⌘ · t̂ dA = 0,

(3.71)

3G I I
2L2 rj · rd + j dV = 0.
8L

(3.72)

W

r⌘ · g dV +
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∂t W

We then discretize these variational equations using mixed Q1 /Q1 finite elements. The procedure for this discretization is fairly standard, so it will be omitted for brevity.
To solve the discrete versions of Eqs. (3.71) and (3.72), we use the sequential
update scheme proposed by Miehe, Hofacker, et al. (2010), which has been dominant in phase-field modeling of fracture. Specifically, in the slip mode ( f = 0),
we solve Eq. (3.71) calculating

with a fixed d, and Eq. (3.72) evaluating Hslip

with a fixed u. Usually, this sequential scheme does not much compromise the
solution accuracy because the load increment should be very small during the
process of slip. It is also noted that Eq. (3.71) and (3.72) are decoupled in the
non-slip mode ( f < 0).
3.3.3 Material update algorithm
Unlike standard phase-field models of fracture, the proposed model requires
a non-trivial algorithm for updating variables at a material/quadrature point
(e.g. stress and crack driving force) because multiple responses are possible depending on the contact condition (or lack thereof). Given that the yield function
f is used to distinguish between slip and non-slip modes, we design a material
update algorithm adopting a predictor–corrector format from a standard return
mapping procedure in plasticity.
The procedure designed to update material-level variables from time tn to
tn+1 is summarized in Algorithm 3. For notational simplicity, variables at tn+1
are denoted without an additional subscript, while those at tn is denoted as (·)n .
Notably, for the stress update under a slip condition, we evaluate tr with the
contact normal pressure at the previous time step, ( pN )n . This semi-implicit update greatly simplifies the expression for the stiffness tensor, without significant
compromise to the solution accuracy because the step size is maintained small
during a slip process. The increment of the slip-induced crack driving force,

Ḣslip = (tm

3.4

tr )ġ, is evaluated implicitly with tm and tr at tn+1 .

Numerical examples

Three numerical examples are presented in this section to verify and investigate
the proposed phase-field model. The first two examples are designed to verify
the model, with an emphasis on the sensitivity to the phase-field length parameter, L. In the third example, the phase-field model is applied to simulate the
initiation and propagation of a slip surface in a field-scale slope failure problem.
By default, we use the quasi-quadratic degradation function, setting n = 2 and
p = 1 in Eq. (3.29). The reason is that the quasi-linear degradation function gives
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Algorithm 3 Material point update procedure for phase-field modeling of frictional shear fracture
Input: ", d, n, and ↵ at tn+1 .
Output: , C, H + , and g(d) at tn+1 .
1: Calculate m = C m : ", tm = (1/2) m : ↵, and pN : =
m : (n ⌦ n).
2: Set tY = c + pN tan f if d = 0; tY = pN tan fr otherwise.
3: Evaluate f = | tm |
tY .
4: if f < 0 then
5:
Update = m and C = C m .
6:
if d = 0 then
7:
Intact condition.
8:
Update H + = Ht by substituting tp = c + pN tan f and tr = pN tan fr
into Eq. (3.44).
9:
Update g(d) by calculating m as Eq. (3.30) with the updated Ht .
10:
else
11:
Stick condition.
12:
Set H + = max H + (t).
13:
14:
15:
16:
17:
18:
19:

t2[0,tn ]

end if
else
Slip condition.
Update = m [1 g(d)][tm (tr )n ]↵, where tr,n := ( pN )n tan fr .
Update C = C m [1 g(d)] G (↵ ⌦ ↵)
Update H + = (H + )n + (tm tr )Dg, where tr = pN tan f and
Dg := (" "n ) : ↵.
end if
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rise to snap-back behavior as well as a non-zero crack driving force in a fullydamaged region, as discussed previously at the end of Section 3.2. So only the
quasi-quadratic degradation function is appropriate for the first two examples
which focus on verification of the proposed model. However, in the last example, both the quasi-quadratic and quasi-linear degradation functions are used
to demonstrate how they lead to significantly different responses of the same
system.
The results of the numerical examples have been produced by our in-house
finite element code used in previous work (Borja & Choo, 2016; Choo & Borja,
2015; Choo et al., 2016; Q. Zhang et al., 2019). The code relies heavily on open
source scientific computing libraries including the deal.II finite element library (Alzetta et al., 2018), p4est mesh handling library (Burstedde et al., 2011),
and the Trilinos project (Heroux & Willenbring, 2012). In all numerical examples, plane strain conditions are assumed and quadrilateral elements are used.
3.4.1 Long shear apparatus
The purpose of our first example is to verify the proposed model numerically
with respect to its consistency with the theory of Palmer and Rice (1973). For
this purpose, we simulate growth of a slip surface in a long shear apparatus, for
which Palmer and Rice (1973) derived their formulation. Figure 3.4 depicts the
setup of the problem, which is the same as that illustrated in Fig. 3 of Palmer and
Rice (1973) except that specific dimensions are assigned to the domain herein.
The domain is 500-mm long and 100-mm tall, and it has a 10-mm notch in the
middle of the left boundary which serves as an initial slip surface. As in the
original problem, the top boundary is displaced horizontally, whereas the bottom boundary is fixed. The two lateral boundaries are fixed vertically. Gravity is
ignored. Because Palmer and Rice (1973) considers 1D slip surface propagation,
we restrict the propagation direction to be horizontal.
ux̂ (t)
500 mm

y

100 mm

10 mm
x

Figure 3.4: Long shear apparatus: problem geometry and boundary conditions. The
horizontal line at the left boundary denotes the initial slip surface in the domain.

Considering that the original paper of Palmer and Rice (1973) is concerned
with overconsolidated clays, we assign material parameters similar to those of
overconsolidated clays in the literature (Mánica et al., 2018; Skempton, 1964).
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They are: the cohesion strength c = 40 KPa, the peak and residual friction angles
f = fr = 15 , the shear modulus G = 10 MPa, and Poisson’s ratio n = 0.3. We
set G I I = 30 J/m2 by estimating the shear fracture energy of a laboratory-scale

stiff clay studied in Mánica et al. (2018) using the procedure described in T.-f.
Wong (1982).
To examine the sensitivity of the model to the phase-field length parameter,
we consider three cases of L, namely, 2 mm, 4 mm, and 8 mm. By default,
the fracture path is discretized with uniform elements whose size h satisfies
L/h = 20. Using the case of L = 2 mm, we further check the mesh sensitivity of the model by two coarser discretization levels, namely, L/h = 5 and 10.
The initial slip surface is generated by assigning large crack driving forces at the
quadrature points nearby, as done by Borden et al. (2012). We also initialize vertical compressive normal stress of 149 kPa at all quadrature points, which gives
tp = 80 kPa and tr = 40 kPa. The simulation is conducted applying a constant
displacement rate of 0.01 mm per load step to the top boundary.
Figure 3.5 presents the force–displacement curve when L = 2 mm and
L/h = 20. Firstly, it is found that the model not only well reproduces the characteristic behavior of a quasi-brittle geomaterial—softening from the peak strength
to the residual strength—but also provides quantitatively accurate results in that
the residual load, 20 kN, equals the residual shear strength times the width of
the domain. The softening curve also resembles those of opening fracture problems simulated by Geelen et al. (2019) using the same type of g(d). Note that the
peak load is slightly less than 40 kN because the peak shear strength is not mobilized simultaneously along the potential slip surface. This is exactly why the use
of the peak shear strength characterized from laboratory tests must underestimate the strength of a field-scale geotechnical system, see Skempton (1964). Also
importantly, the fracture energy estimated from the force–displacement curve—
the shaded area in the figure—is very close to its theoretical value, showing difference less than 0.03% from the shear fracture energy times the fractured area
(14.7 J). All these observations affirm the consistency of the proposed phase-field
model with the theory of Palmer and Rice (1973).
Figure 3.6 plots the distributions of the phase field at the four instances
marked in Fig. 3.5. After the peak load (û x = 0.9 mm), the process zone emerges
and propagates much like the conceptual illustration in Fig. 3.1. It then reaches
the right end and intensifies during the softening stage, as can be seen from the
phase-field distributions at û x = 1.4 mm and û x = 2.1 mm. Once the slip surface has fully developed (û x = 3.0 mm), the domain has been completely split
into two parts, of which the upper one slides over the lower one. In this final
stage, the shear stress mobilized along the slip surface is constant throughout
and equal to the residual shear strength.
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Figure 3.5: Long shear apparatus: the force–displacement curve with L = 2 mm and
L/h = 20. The shaded area is the energy dissipated by fracturing (cf. Fig. 3.1), which
is very close to the theoretical value. The open circles denote the points at which the
phase-field distributions are drawn in Fig. 3.6.

Using this fundamental problem, we investigate the sensitivity of the proposed model to the phase-field length parameter (L) and the element size (h).
The force–displacement curves of the three cases of L with a fixed L/h, and the
three cases of L/h with a fixed L, are presented in Figs. 3.7(a) and 3.7(b), respectively. These curves confirm that the model is virtually insensitive to both L
and h. It is noted that the mesh insensitivity is a common feature of phase-field
formulations as they are inherently nonlocal, while the length insensitivity is a
particular achievement of this work by deriving specific forms of g(d) and Ht .

Therefore, in the next example, we shall focus on the length insensitivity of the
phase-field model.
3.4.2 Biaxial compression
Our second example simulates biaxial compression tests on laboratory-scale
specimens under different confining pressures, until the specimens fail by faulting. The main objective of this example is to probe the ability of the model to
capture the pressure dependence of the peak and residual strengths without
much sensitivity to the phase-field length parameter. As explained in Introduction, attaining this ability is a major challenge addressed in this work because the existing phase-field models of cohesive fracture considered pressureindependent, constant peak strengths only.
The setup of the problem is illustrated in Fig. 3.8. The domain is a 80-mm
wide and 170-mm tall rectangular specimen, of which the top boundary is vertically compressed by a prescribed displacement. The top and bottom boundaries are supported by rollers throughout, except at the top middle which is
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ux̂ = 0.9 mm

ux̂ = 1.4 mm

ux̂ = 2.1 mm

ux̂ = 3.0 mm

d

Figure 3.6: Long shear apparatus: phase-field distributions at the four instances marked
in Fig. 3.5. The domain is scaled by the displacement field with a factor of 2.
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Figure 3.7: Long shear apparatus: force–displacement curves with different phase-field
length parameters (L) and element sizes (h). (a) L is varied fixing L/h = 20. (b) h is
varied fixing L = 2 mm.

attached to a pin for stability. The two lateral boundaries are subjected to confining pressure (pc ) which remains constant during the compression test. The
material properties are the same as those of the previous example, except in the
circular weak zone where G I I is reduced to 20 J/m2 to trigger a unique shear

fracture. The location of the weak zone is also drawn in Fig. 3.8. Gravity is neglected again. To examine whether the proposed model well incorporates the
pressure dependence of the peak and residual strengths in a length-insensitive
manner, we consider three cases of pc , namely, 50 kPa, 100 kPa, and 200 kPa,
and repeat each case with two values of L, namely, 1 mm and 2 mm. The domain is discretized by a structured mesh in which elements along the potential
fracturing region are locally refined to satisfy L/h = 20. The compression rate
is controlled adaptively, such that it becomes as small as 0.001 mm per load step
during the softening process.
The force–displacement curves of all cases are presented in Fig. 3.9. These
curves evince that the phase-field model is not only able to simulate pressuredependent peak and residual strengths, but also nearly insensitive to L in every
confining pressure case. It is observed that compared with the previous example, the length parameter has a slightly greater influence on the softening response, although it does not affect the peak and residual strengths. Such mild
length sensitivity is natural and unavoidable for problems that deviate from the
1D homogeneous setting for which the specific forms of g(d) and Ht have been
derived. Note that similar levels of length sensitivity have also been observed
for the existing phase-field models of cohesive opening fracture (e.g. see Fig. 16
of Geelen et al., 2019). Nevertheless, from a practical point of view, the phasefield model simulates pressure-dependent stress–strain–strength responses of
brittle geomaterials without length sensitivity, allowing L to be regarded as a
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y

x

Figure 3.8: Biaxial compression: problem geometry and boundary conditions. The circle
denotes the weak zone introduced as an imperfection triggering a unique shear fracture.

purely geometric parameter.
Further, to describe how the model simulates the shear fracturing process,
we show in Figs. 3.10–3.13 the evolutions of the phase field and the vertical
displacement field when pc = 100 kPa and L = 1 mm. The focus of the first
two figures (Figs. 3.10 and 3.11) is on the main softening stage, and that of
the next two figures (Figs. 3.12 and 3.13) is on the subsequent stage in which
the material asymptotically approaches its residual strength. Figure 3.10 shows
that during the main softening stage, a process zone develops along the direction of 45

fr /2 degrees from the vertical, and the weak zone becomes

fully fractured first. The vertical displacement field in Fig. 3.11 indicates that
the upper and lower parts of the specimen are increasingly disconnected during this stage. Once the specimen is almost fully fractured as in Fig. 3.12, the
upper and lower blocks slide each other along the discontinuity as shown in
Fig. 3.13. Note that the sliding behavior is remarkably well simulated throughout the problem, which proves that the current model is built correctly on the
stress-decomposition scheme for frictional contact (Fei & Choo, 2020a). Other
confining pressure cases show the essentially same behavior except that their
peak and residual strengths are different.
Lastly, as can be seen from the force–displacement curves (Fig. 3.9) as well
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Figure 3.9: Biaxial compression: force–displacement curves at different confining pressures (pc ). Each case of confining pressure is simulated with two different phase-field
length parameters (L).

d

uŷ = –1.2 mm

uŷ = –1.5 mm

uŷ = –2.0 mm

uŷ = –2.5 mm

Figure 3.10: Biaxial compression: evolution of the phase field from ûy = 1.2 mm to
ûy = 2.5 mm. pc = 100 kPa and L = 1 mm. The domain is scaled by the displacement
field.
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uŷ = –1.2 mm

uŷ = –1.5 mm

uŷ = –2.0 mm

uŷ = –2.5 mm

Figure 3.11: Biaxial compression: evolution of the normalized vertical displacement
field from ûy = 1.2 mm to ûy = 2.5 mm. pc = 100 kPa and L = 1 mm. The domain
is scaled by the displacement field.
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uŷ = –3.0 mm

uŷ = –4.0 mm

uŷ = –5.0 mm

uŷ = –6.0 mm

Figure 3.12: Biaxial compression: evolution of the phase field from ûy = 3.0 mm to
ûy = 6.0 mm. pc = 100 kPa and L = 1 mm. The domain is scaled by the displacement
field.
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uŷ = –4.0 mm

uŷ = –5.0 mm

uŷ = –6.0 mm

Figure 3.13: Biaxial compression: evolution of the normalized vertical displacement
field from ûy = 3.0 mm to ûy = 6.0 mm. pc = 100 kPa and L = 1 mm. The domain
is scaled by the displacement field.

as the phase-field evolution (Figs. 3.10 and 3.12), the softening process is abrupt
initially but prolonged until the stress reaches the residual stress. This softening behavior emanates particularly from the chosen form of g(d), namely the
quasi-quadratic degradation function, which decays rapidly during the initial
fracturing stage but slowly in the (cf. Fig. 3.3(a)). As such, the choice of g(d)
plays a critical role in the simulated material behavior, especially for larger-scale
problems where the stress mobilized along the (potential) failure surface may
vary more significantly. This aspect is further investigated and demonstrated in
the following example.
3.4.3 Slope failure
In our final example, we apply the phase-field model to the problem of slip
surface growth at the field scale. The purpose of this example is twofold: (i)
to validate the capability of the phase-field model for simulating the propagation of a curved discontinuity passing through a domain with varied confining pressures, and (ii) to investigate how the failure behavior is affected by
the degradation function, g(d). For this purpose, we adapt the slope failure
problem from Regueiro and Borja (2001), which was originally simulated by
Drucker–Prager plasticity combined with bifurcation analysis and the strong
discontinuity approach. In this problem, a slope underlies a 4-m wide rigid
foundation whose top middle point is pushed downward, see Fig. 3.14. The
geometry and boundary conditions give rise to a unique slip surface emerging
from the right end of the slope–foundation interface. The gravitational force is
applied herein, making the confining pressure—and thus the peak and residual
strengths—increasing with depth.
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uŷ (t)
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y

x

20 m

Figure 3.14: Slope failure: problem geometry and boundary conditions.

To investigate the effect of the degradation function g(d) on the overall behavior, we simulate two cases, one with the quasi-quadratic g(d) with p = 1,
and the other with the quasi-linear g(d). All other material and numerical parameters are the same in both cases, which are set as follows. For material parameters shared with conventional elasto-plastic modeling, we adopt their values from Regueiro and Borja (2001): the cohesion strength c = 40 kPa, the peak
friction angle f = 16.7 , the residual friction angle fr = 10 , the plane-strain
Young’s modulus E = 10 MPa, Poisson’s ratio n = 0.4, and the mass density
r = 2.04 Mg/m3 . These material parameters are similar to those of an overconsolidated clay. However, the shear fracture energy G I I is not a parameter of
Drucker–Prager plasticity. Because G I I increases with the slip magnitude, we

scale its value in the previous laboratory-scale examples to this field-scale problem. Using an empirical relationship between the shear fracture energy and the
slip magnitude in Abercrombie and Rice (2005), we use G I I = 10 kJ/m2 . For

simplicity, we assume that G I I is constant although it may increase with normal
stress within the same order of magnitude (Z. Liu & Rummel, 1990; T.-f. Wong,
1986). The phase-field length parameter is set to L = 0.2 m, which is sufficiently
lower than the upper bounds on L for both the quasi-quadratic and quasi-linear
g(d). We use a structured mesh, locally refining a region accommodating the
expected slip surface to satisfy L/h = 10. The numerical results have been confirmed to show little sensitivity to L and h, as long as their values are reasonable.
The simulation is conducted applying a constant displacement rate of 4 ⇥ 10

4

m to the top middle of the foundation until the displacement reaches 0.3 m.
Note that the subsequent process, which involves rapid sliding of a failed soil
mass, may not be well modeled by the current formulation which is restricted
to infinitesimal strain, quasi-static conditions.
Figure 3.15 compares the force–displacement curves obtained with the quasiquadratic and quasi-linear degradation functions. Also presented here is the
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curve digitized from (Regueiro & Borja, 2001) whereby Drucker–Prager plasticity is used in conjunction with the strong discontinuity approach. It is found
that, despite the same material parameters, the quasi-linear g(d) renders the
overall structural behavior significantly less brittle. This trend is consistent with
that the quasi-linear g(d) decays more slowly than the quasi-quadratic g(d)
(cf. Fig. 3.3(a)), as well as that the quasi-linear g(d) leads to a higher peak load for
opening fracture (see Fig. 18 of Geelen et al., 2019, for example). Interestingly,
the pre-peak behavior of the quasi-linear result is very similar to that of the
plasticity result, even though the two modeling approaches rely on completely
different criteria for the initiation and propagation of shear discontinuities. It is
also observed that the quasi-quadratic g(d) leads to a long asymptotic behavior,
as in the previous examples.
�.�

Quasi-quadratic g(d)
Quasi-linear g(d)

Force (MN/m)

�.�
�.�
�.�

Drucker–Prager

�.�
�

�

�.�
�.�
Displacement (m)

�.�

Figure 3.15: Slope failure: force–displacement curves produced with the quasiquadratic and quasi-linear degradation functions. The dashed line denotes the result
obtained by Regueiro and Borja (2001) using Drucker–Prager plasticity and the strong
discontinuity approach.

Figures 3.16 and 3.17 show how the phase field and the displacement magnitude evolve during the failure process. These figures indicate that the nonlinear part of the pre-peak behavior corresponds to the stage in which the slip
process zone emerges from the slope–foundation interface and propagates to
the left boundary of the slope (ûy =

0.10 m in the figures). One can also see

that the process zone propagates faster when the quasi-quadratic g(d) is used,
which is consistent with the more brittle behavior of the quasi-quadratic g(d) in
Fig. 3.15. Once the slip process zone reaches the slope boundary, it gives rise
to post-peak softening behavior of the overall slope system, and develops further into a fully-discontinuous slip surface. Notably, although the process zone
in the quasi-linear g(d) result propagates more slowly, it grows more rapidly
into a full slip surface, which can also be gleaned from the softening rate of the
force–displacement curves in Fig. 3.15. This tendency is also consistent with the
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difference between the variations of the quasi-quadratic and quasi-linear g(d)
with d, depicted in Fig. 3.3(a). Also importantly, Fig. 3.17 demonstrates that
the phase-field model well simulates the sliding behavior of the failed soil mass
along the curved slip surface. This capability is a remarkable feature in that no
algorithm was necessary for such robust simulation of frictional sliding.
In Fig. 3.18, the slip surfaces obtained by the two degradation functions are
compared using the phase-field values at the displacement of 0.3 m. As a reference, the mesh in Regueiro and Borja (2001), in which bifurcated/enhanced
elements are shaded to denote the slip surface in their simulation, is laid over
the phase-field values. It is found that both slip surfaces compare remarkably
well with the bifurcation path of the Drucker–Prager plasticity model. This
agreement indicates that the fracture path of the phase-field model is generally consistent with bifurcation theory. It can also be seen that around the final
path (lower left part), the slip surface of the quasi-linear g(d) result is located
slightly below than that of the quasi-quadratic g(d). Given that the slip surface
has propagated more slowly with the quasi-linear g(d), this difference agrees
with the fact that the localized failure becomes more deep-seated as the propagation becomes more delayed (Bedoui et al., 2009; Petley & Allison, 1997). This
consistency further validates the proposed phase-field model.
Three important conclusions can be drawn from this example. First, the
phase-field model can well simulate the initiation and propagation of a slip surface at the field scale, without any algorithm for geometry tracking or frictional
contact, relying on the fracture mechanics theory of Palmer and Rice (1973). Second, the softening behavior at the material level, which is characterized by g(d)
in the phase-field model, has marked impacts on the strength and brittleness of
an overall structural system, because it determines the stress mobilized along a
(potential) slip surface. Third, the fracture mechanics and plasticity/bifurcation
approaches can lead to significantly different results, even when the locations of
the slip surfaces are virtually identical and the pre-peak behaviors are quite similar. Together with the second conclusion, the difference highlights the critical
role of the propagation dynamics and frictional sliding in geologic shear fracture processes. Although the fracture mechanics approach arguably lends itself
to more physically-based analysis of the propagation and sliding processes, extensive research will be required to validate and comparatively evaluate the two
approaches for modeling the initiation and growth of shear discontinuities at the
field scale.
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Quasi-quadratic g(d)

Quasi-linear g(d)

uŷ = –0.10 m

uŷ = –0.15 m

uŷ = –0.20 m

uŷ = –0.25 m

uŷ = –0.30 m

d

Figure 3.16: Slope failure: evolution of the phase field. The domain is scaled by the
displacement field with a factor of 2.
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Figure 3.17: Slope failure: evolution of the displacement magnitude. The domain is
scaled by the displacement field with a factor of 2. Color bar in meter.
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Quasi-quadratic g(d)

Quasi-linear g(d)

Figure 3.18: Slope failure: comparison of the slip surfaces from the quasi-quadratic
and quasi-linear degradation functions. The results are superimposed on the mesh
in Regueiro and Borja (2001) where bifurcated/enhanced elements are shaded.

3.5

Closure

A new phase-field model has been developed for numerical simulation of geologic shear fractures such as faults and slip surfaces. The new model has three
features that are critical to shear fractures in geologic materials but absent in
previous phase-field models of fracture. They are: (i) friction along crack surfaces and its impact on the fracture propagation mechanism, (ii) insensitivity to
the phase-field length parameter, and (iii) pressure dependence of the peak and
residual shear strengths. As demonstrated by numerical examples, the combination of these three features renders the proposed model a theoretically rigorous
and computationally efficient method to simulate shear fracture processes in geologic materials.
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Chapter 4 Double-phase-field formulation for
mixed-mode fracture in rocks

This chapter is published in: Fei, F. and Choo, J. (2021). “Double-phase-field
formulation for mixed-mode fracture in rocks.” Computer Methods in Applied
Mechanics and Engineering, 376, 113655.

4.1

Introduction

Rocks and rock-like materials (e.g. concrete and stiff soils) commonly fail in a
quasi-brittle manner, characterized by progressive softening during the postpeak stage. During the softening process, numerous microcracks develop, grow,
and coalesce to form localized macroscopic fractures. The region of pervasive
microcracking—commonly referred to as a fracture process zone—in these materials has a non-negligible size, violating the premise of linear elastic fracture
mechanics (LEFM). For this reason, a number of non-linear fracture mechanics approaches have been developed and widely used for modeling the failure
process in quasi-brittle materials. Representative examples are cohesive zone
models (Barenblatt et al., 1962; Dugdale, 1960; Needleman, 1987; Park et al.,
2009) and damage-type models (Bažant & Oh, 1983, 1985; Peerlings et al., 1996;
Pijaudier-Cabot & Bažant, 1987).
Apart from its quasi-brittleness, the cracking behavior of rocks and rocklike materials exhibits a few important characteristics. First, these materials
are fractured under compression, showing a rich variety of cracking patterns
that emanate from preexisting flaws. These rock cracking patterns often involve complex combinations of tensile (mode I) and shear (mode II) fractures,
which have attracted a large number of experimental and numerical studies for
decades (Bobet & Einstein, 1998a, 1998b; Ingraffea & Heuze, 1980; H. Lee & Jeon,
2011; L. N. Y. Wong & Einstein, 2009a, 2009b, 2009c; Yin et al., 2014; X.-P. Zhang
& Wong, 2012; Zhou et al., 2018). Second, a sliding fracture under compressive stress entails marked friction along the crack surface. This friction plays an
important role not only in the kinematics of fracture but also in the propagation
dynamics (Palmer & Rice, 1973; Puzrin & Germanovich, 2005). Last but not least,
the shear fracture energy of rock is usually much greater than the tensile fracture
energy of the same material (Shen & Stephansson, 1994; T.-f. Wong, 1982). All
these characteristics should be properly considered to accurately model cracking processes in rock. Unfortunately, however, computational models that can
efficiently simulate a combination of cohesive and frictional fractures remain
scarce.
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As introduced in Chapter 1, phase-field modeling has gained increasing
popularity for rock fracture simulation over the past few years. The majority of
phase-field simulations of rock fracture have used models that are theoretically
equivalent to LEFM for brittle materials (Choo & Sun, 2018b; Ha et al., 2018; S.
Lee et al., 2016; Santillán et al., 2018). However, these brittle phase-field models are not fully appropriate for rocks and rock-like materials for the reasons
described above.
Meanwhile, a few studies have proposed phase-field models tailored to
rocks and similar geologic materials. The work of X. Zhang et al. (2017) may be
the first endeavor to modify a standard phase-field formulation for brittle fracture to distinguish between the mode I and mode II fracture energies of rocklike materials. The key idea of their modification is to adopt the F -criterion

proposed by Shen and Stephansson (1994), whereby the energy release rates
of mode I and mode II fractures are normalized by their corresponding fracture energies. Bryant and Sun (2018) later used the same idea to develop a
phase-field formulation for mixed-mode fracture in anisotropic rocks. However, these models are limited to purely brittle, pressure-insensitive fracture,
neglecting softening behavior and friction effects. Alternatively, Choo and Sun
(2018a) proposed a coupled phase-field and plasticity modeling framework for
pressure-sensitive geomaterials. While this modeling framework can well simulate brittle, quasi-brittle, and ductile failures and their transitions, it does not
explicitly distinguish between tensile and shear fractures. Also importantly, the
phase-field formulations underpinning all these models—originate from brittle
fracture theory—inevitably suffer from a drawback that the material strength
is sensitive to the length parameter for phase-field regularization. For this reason, previous studies usually calibrated the fracture energy in conjunction with
the length parameter such that their combination gives a prescribed peak stress.
However, this calibration is undesirable because the fracture energy is a material
property, whereas the length parameter emanates from geometric regularization
in phase-field modeling.
In recent years, a new class of phase-field models has emerged for cohesive tensile fracture. Drawing on the gradient damage models of Lorentz and
coworkers (Lorentz & Godard, 2011; Lorentz et al., 2011), these phase-field models have incorporated one-dimensional softening behaviors through careful design of functions for geometric regularization and material degradation. Notable examples are the phase-field cohesive zone models advanced by Wu and
coworkers (Feng & Wu, 2018; Mandal et al., 2019; V. P. Nguyen & Wu, 2018;
J.-Y. Wu, 2017; J.-Y. Wu & Nguyen, 2018), as well as the phase-field model for
dynamic cohesive fracture by Geelen et al. (2019). Apart from the explicit treatment of softening behavior, these models commonly have the feature that the
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material behavior is virtually insensitive to the phase-field length parameter, allowing one to use the fracture energy as a pure material parameter. These models are thus robust and effective for simulating tensile fracture in quasi-brittle
materials; however, they are not suited for shear fracture which is common in
rocks.
Very recently, the first phase-field model for frictional shear fracture has
been developed for geologic materials (Fei & Choo, 2020b). Built on the phasefield method for frictional interfaces (Fei & Choo, 2020a), the new model has
been derived and verified to be insensitive to the length parameter like the
phase-field models for cohesive tensile fracture. Remarkably, the new phasefield model explicitly incorporates the frictional energy into the crack propagation mechanism, in a way that is demonstrably consistent with the celebrated
theory of Palmer and Rice (1973) for frictional shear fracture. However, the
previous work restricted its attention to shear fracture, leaving its extension to
mixed-mode fracture as a future research topic.
Importantly, the phase-field formulations for cohesive tensile fracture and
frictional shear fracture—derived for length-insensitive modeling of quasi-brittle
behavior—cannot be combined using an existing approach to phase-field modeling of mixed-mode fracture. The existing phase-field models for brittle mixedmode fracture in rocks (Bryant & Sun, 2018; X. Zhang et al., 2017) have commonly incorporated the difference in modes I and II fracture energies by replacing the standard crack driving force with an weighted average of modes I and
II crack driving forces based on the F -criterion. Even though this approach has

been successful for phase-field modeling of brittle fracture, it is fundamentally
incompatible with that of quasi-brittle fracture. The reason is that this approach
unavoidably modifies the crack driving forces (and the degradation functions)
of quasi-brittle phase-field models, which should be preserved to model the prescribed softening behavior without length sensitivity. Therefore, for phase-field
modeling of quasi-brittle mixed-mode fracture, one needs to develop a new approach that combines two length-insensitive phase-field models without altering their crack driving forces and degradation functions.
In this chapter, we propose a new phase-field formulation that employs
two different phase fields to individually describe cohesive tensile fracture and
frictional shear fracture for mixed-mode fracture in rocks and rock-like materials. In the literature, multi-phase-field modeling has been used for fracture in
anisotropic materials and composites (Bleyer & Alessi, 2018; Dean et al., 2020;
Na & Sun, 2018; T.-T. Nguyen et al., 2017), and Bleyer and Alessi (2018) have
briefly suggested its application to mixed-mode fracture in brittle materials. To
our knowledge, however, no previous work has developed a multi-phase-field
formulation for mixed-mode fracture in brittle materials, not to mention for
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mixed cohesive tensile/frictional shear fracture in quasi-brittle materials. Critically, approaches in the existing multi-phase-models are inadequate for modeling mixed-mode fracture in rocks. For example, the idea of overlapping multiple phase fields (Na & Sun, 2018; T.-T. Nguyen et al., 2017) cannot be applied
because different fracture modes should not coexist within the same material
point. Stress-based criteria used in other multi-phase-field models (Bleyer &
Alessi, 2018; Dean et al., 2020) cannot properly distinguish between tensile and
shear fractures.
To rigorously couple the two phase fields—one for mode I fractures and
the other for mode II—in rocks under compression, here we devise three approaches. First, we decompose the strain energy into the tensile, shear, and pure
compression parts, based on the direction of crack at the material point. This approach unifies the phase-field method for frictional contact (Fei & Choo, 2020a)
with the phase-field formulation for opening fracture proposed by Steinke and
Kaliske (2019). Second, we formulate the incremental potential energy of the
material point depending on its contact condition: open, slip, or stick. This approach extends the derivation procedure of the phase-field model for frictional
shear fracture (Fei & Choo, 2020b) to double-phase-field modeling of mixedmode fracture. Third, we determine the dominant fracture mode in each contact
condition based on the F -criterion for mixed-mode fracture (Shen & Stephans-

son, 1994). Importantly, this approach is different from the way in which the

F -criterion is used in the previous single-phase-field models for mixed-mode
fracture (Bryant & Sun, 2018; X. Zhang et al., 2017). While the previous models
have used the criterion to calculate an weighted average of modes I and II crack
driving forces, here we apply it to find the dominant fracture mode and direction based on the current contact condition. Consequently, unlike the previous
single-phase-field models, the double-phase-field model clearly distinguishes
between modes I and II fractures.
The chapter is organized as follows. In Section 4.2, we develop a doublephase-field formulation for mixed-mode fracture in quasi-brittle materials, in
which one phase-field describes cohesive tensile fracture and the other phasefield describes frictional shear fracture. This section describes the main contributions of this work. Subsequently, Section 4.3 presents discrete formulations
and algorithms for numerical solution to the proposed model using the standard finite element method. The double-phase-field model is then validated in
Section 4.4, both qualitatively and quantitatively, with experimental results on
various mixed-mode fractures in rocks. We conclude the chapter in Section 4.5.
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4.2

Double-phase-field formulation for mixed-mode fracture

In this section, we develop a double-phase-field formulation for mixed-mode
fracture in rocks and rock-like materials. For this purpose, we apply the microforce approach in da Silva et al. (2013)—adopted by Geelen et al. (2019) and Fei
and Choo (2020b) for deriving cohesive and frictional phase-field fracture models, respectively—to double-phase-field modeling of mixed-mode fracture. Although the original phase-field models are formulated based on variational principles for brittle fracture (the seminal work of Francfort and Marigo, 1998 and its
extensions), microforce theory allows one to derive phase-field models for more
complex problems for which sound variational principles are unavailable, such
as cohesive/frictional fracture (see Choo and Sun, 2018a for a detailed discussion). It is noted that for the particular case of brittle fracture, the microforce and
variational approaches lead to the same phase-field formulation. Without loss of
generality, we restrict our attention to an isotropic and linear elastic material, infinitesimal deformation, rate-independent fracture, and quasi-static conditions.
4.2.1 Double-phase-field approximation of tensile and shear fractures
To model the mixed-mode fracture, we consider that the domain as defined in
Section 1.2 may have two mutually exclusive sets of mode I and mode II fractures, which are denoted by G I and G I I , respectively.
To approximate the discontinuous surfaces of G I and G I I , we introduce two
different phase fields: (i) d I for the mode I fractures in G I , and (ii) d I I for the mode
II fractures in G I I . Figure 4.1 illustrates this double-phase-field approximation of
mixed-mode fracture. Each of the two phase fields is defined in between 0 and 1,
i.e. d I 2 [0, 1] and d I I 2 [0, 1], such that 0 denotes an intact (undamaged) region
and 1 denotes a discontinuous (fully damaged) region for the corresponding
mode of fracture.
∂t Ω

∂t Ω
d I (x, t)

ΓI
ΓII

Ω

d II (x, t)

dI

0.0

Ω

∂u Ω

∂u Ω

Original discrete problem

1.0

dII

1.0

Multi-phase-field approximation

Figure 4.1: Double-phase-field approximation of the discontinuous geometries of mode
I (in red) and mode II (in blue) fractures.
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The use of two phase fields results in two crack density functions: (i) Gd I
for the mode I fractures, and (ii) Gd I I for the mode II fractures. For both crack
density functions, we adopt the general form proposed by J.-Y. Wu (2017) for
phase-field modeling of cohesive fracture. Specifically,
1
pL
1
Gd I I (d I I , rd I I ) =
pL
Gd I (d I , rd I ) =

⇥
⇥

(2d I
(2d I I

⇤
d2I ) + L2 (rd I )2 ,

⇤
d2I I ) + L2 (rd I I )2 .

(4.1)
(4.2)

Here, L is the length parameter for phase-field approximation, which is assumed
to be the same for both mode I and mode II fractures.
4.2.2

Potential energy density

To derive equations that govern the evolutions of the two phase fields, we should
formulate the potential energy density of a material point. The potential energy
density, denoted by y, is decomposed into four terms following the same approach in the previous chapter (Fei & Choo, 2020b)
y = ye + yf + yd

yb .

(4.3)

Here, ye is the strain energy stored from elastic deformation, yf is the frictional
energy dissipated by sliding along a crack, yd is the fracture energy dissipated
by generation of a new crack surface, and yb is the external energy from body
force. Expressions for these four terms in the double-phase-field formulation are
described below.
Strain energy
For double-phase-field modeling of fracture, we need to derive a new form of
strain energy in which the two phase fields coexist. To begin, let us consider
quantities of an undamaged (d I = d I I = 0) material, which are often referred
to as “effective” quantities in damage mechanics. The undamaged strain energy
can be written as
W (") =

1
" : C m : ",
2

(4.4)

where " is the infinitesimal strain tensor and C m is the stress-strain tangent tensor for the undamaged rock matrix. As the undamaged region is assumed to be
isotropic and linear elastic, C m can be written specifically as
✓

C m = K1 ⌦ 1 + 2G I
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◆
1
1⌦1 ,
3

(4.5)

where K and G are the bulk modulus and the shear modulus, respectively, 1 is
the second-order identity tensor, and I is the fourth-order symmetric identity
tensor.
To model mixed-mode fracture, we additively decompose the undamaged
strain energy into three parts: (i) the tensile (mode I) part, WI+ , (ii) the shear
(mode II) part, WI+I , and (iii) the pure compression (non-fracturing) part, W ("),
i.e.
W (") = WI+ (") + WI+I (") + W (").

(4.6)

This decomposition of the undamaged strain energy gives rise to the following
three partial undamaged stress tensors in the rock matrix:
+
m, I

:=

∂WI+ (")
,
∂"

+
m, I I

:=

∂WI+I (")
,
∂"

m

:=

∂W (")
.
∂"

(4.7)

By definition, the sum of the three partial undamaged stress tensors should be
equal to the total undamaged stress tensor, i.e.
+
m, I

+

+
m, I I

+

m

=

∂W (")
⌘
∂"

m.

(4.8)

To calculate the specific forms of the partial undamaged stress tensors, we
decompose the stress tensor with respect to the direction of the crack. The purpose of this directional decomposition is to accommodate the phase-field model
for frictional shear fracture (Fei & Choo, 2020b), which uses the same decomposition scheme. The directional decomposition scheme is also compatible with
opening fracture, as proposed by Steinke and Kaliske (2019) for brittle tensile
fracture.
When the directional decomposition is used, the partial undamaged stress
tensors are expressed differently depending on the contact condition of the crack:
open, stick, or slip. The contact condition can be identified following the phasefield method for frictional cracks (Fei & Choo, 2020a). Following the definition
in previous chapters, we denote the unit normal vector of the crack by n, the
unit vector in the slip direction by m, and further introduce s to denote the unit
vector mutually orthogonal to n and m. The crack is open if
# nn := " : (n ⌦ n) > 0,

(4.9)

which corresponds to the gap condition in contact mechanics. Equivalently, we
can use the contact normal component of the undamaged stress tensor as
snn :=

m

: (n ⌦ n) > 0.
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(4.10)

If the above condition is unsatisfied, the crack is closed (in contact), and it may
be either in a stick or a slip condition. To distinguish between the stick and slip
conditions, we introduce a yield function of the following form:
f := |t |

tY  0,

(4.11)

where
t :=

1
2

: ↵, with ↵ := m ⌦ n + n ⌦ m,

(4.12)

is the resolved shear stress in the crack, and tY := pN tan f is the yield strength,
which is a function of the contact normal pressure, pN :=

: (n ⌦ n), and the

friction angle, f. The yield function gives f < 0 in the stick condition and f = 0
in the slip condition.
+
Depending on the contact condition, ¯ m,
I and

+
m, I I

are calculated as fol-

lows:

+
m, I

+
m, I I

8
>
< snn (n ⌦ n) + (l/M)snn [(m ⌦ m) + (s ⌦ s)] if open,
=
0
if stick,
>
:
0
if slip,
8
>
< tm ↵ if open,
=
0
if stick,
>
:
tm ↵ if slip,

(4.13)

(4.14)

where M := K + (4/3) G is the 1D constrained modulus, l := K

(2/3) G is
Lame’s first parameter, and tm := (1/2) m : ↵ is the undamaged resolved shear
stress. Also, regardless of the contact condition, ¯ is given by
m

=

m

+
m, I

+
m, I I .

(4.15)

Using these partial undamaged stress tensors, we write the (damaged) stress
tensor, , as

(", d I , d I I ) = g I (d I )

+
m, I (") +

g I I (d I I )

+
m, I I (") +

(m, ").

(4.16)

Here, g I (d I ) 2 [0, 1] and g I I (d I I ) 2 [0, 1] are the degradation functions for mode
I and mode II fractures, respectively. Their specific expressions will be presented later in this section. Note that we have multiplied g I (d I ) to
and g I I (d I I ) to

+
m, I I

+
m, I

only,

only. Also importantly, the stress–strain relationship is in-

crementally nonlinear, because

+
m, I ,

+
m, I I
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and

m

are dependent on the contact

condition. Due to this incremental nonlinearity, we write the strain energy density as a rate form as
h
ẏe = g I (d I )

+
m, I

+ g I I (d I I )

+
m, I I

+

m

i

: ".
˙

(4.17)

Frictional energy
Although open cracks are frictionless, sliding cracks may involve significant friction. This friction plays an important role in shear fracture propagation, as formally shown by Palmer and Rice (1973). Therefore, the frictional energy dissipated along a sliding crack should also be incorporated into the phase-field
formulation.
The frictional energy density is also an incrementally nonlinear function
because frictional energy only dissipates during slip. So we write the frictional
energy density as a rate form
ẏf = [1
where

friction

g I I (d I I )]

friction

: ",
˙

(4.18)

denotes the stress tensor at the crack associated with frictional

slip. Its specific expressions, which depend on the contact condition, are given
by Fei and Choo (2020a)

friction

8
if open,
>
< 0
=
0
if stick,
>
:
tr ↵ if slip.

(4.19)

Here, tr is the residual shear strength of the fracture, which equals tY during
slip. Inserting Eq. (4.19) into Eq. (4.18), we obtain the rate form of frictional
energy density as
8
>
< 0
f
ẏ =
0
>
:
[1

if open,
if stick,

(4.20)

g I I (d I I )] tr ġ if slip,

where g := " : ↵ denotes the shear strain at the crack.
Fracture energy
Since we consider two different modes of fracture, the fracture energy dissipation is additionally decomposed into two terms as
yd = ydI + ydI I ,
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(4.21)

where ydI and ydI I correspond to energy dissipation densities associated with
modes I and II fractures, respectively. Let G I and G I I denote the critical fracture
energies for mode I and II fractures. Then the two terms can be expressed as
⇤
GI ⇥
(2d I d2I ) + L2 (rd I )2 ,
pL
⇤
G ⇥
= I I (2d I I d2I I ) + L2 (rd I I )2 .
pL

ydI = G I Gd I =

(4.22)

ydI I = G I I Gd I I

(4.23)

External energy
The external energy, which is due to gravitational force, can be written as
yb = rg · u,

(4.24)

where r is the mass density, g is the gravitational acceleration vector, and u is
the displacement vector.
4.2.3

Governing equations

According to the microforce argument da Silva et al. (2013), the governing equations of the problem are obtained as follows:
(momentum balance)
✓

r·

∂y(", d I , rd I , d I I , rd I I )
∂"

◆

∂y(", d I , rd I , d I I , rd I I )
= 0,
∂u

(4.25)

(mode I microforce balance)
r·

✓

◆

∂y(", d I , rd I , d I I , rd I I )
=
∂d I

pr,I ,

(4.26)

◆

∂y(", d I , rd I , d I I , rd I I )
=
∂d I I

pr,I I .

(4.27)

∂y(", d I , rd I , d I I , rd I I )
∂rd I

(mode II microforce balance)
r·

✓

∂y(", d I , rd I , d I I , rd I I )
∂rd I I

Here, pr,I and pr,I I are reactive microforces introduced to ensure the irreversibility of modes I and II fracture processes, respectively. Their specific expressions
will be presented later in this section, after other terms become derived.
Substituting the previously derived expressions for the potential energy
into Eqs. (4.25), (4.26), and (4.27), we get more specific forms of the governing
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equations as

g0I (d I )H I
g0I I (d I I )H I I

GI
2L2 r · rd I
pL
GI I
2L2 r · rd I I
pL

r·

(4.28)

+ rg = 0,

2 + 2d I =

pr,I ,

(4.29)

2 + 2d I I =

pr,I I .

(4.30)

Here, H I and H I I are the (undamaged) crack driving forces for modes I and

II fractures, respectively, which are related to the derivatives of the potential
energy with respect to the two phase fields. Because the potential energy has
been formulated differently according to the contact condition, the crack driving
forces must be dependent on the current contact condition.
4.2.4 Modes I and II crack driving forces under different contact conditions
A unique challenge for double-phase-field modeling of mixed mode fracture is
to prevent overlapping of modes I and II within the same material point. This
requires careful determination of the modes I and II crack driving forces, H I and

H I I at every material point. To this end, here we adapt the F -criterion proposed
by Shen and Stephansson (1994) to the double-phase-field modeling of mixedmode fracture. Defining q as the angle between the crack normal direction and
the major principal direction in the slip plane, we rephrase the idea of the F criterion as:
q = arg max [F (q )]|" , with F (q ) :=
q

H I (", q ) H I I (", q )
+
.
GI
GI I

(4.31)

In other words, the mixed-mode fracture propagates such that the value of F is

maximized. It is noted that the strain tensor, ", in the argument may be replaced
by the undamaged stress tensor,

m,

as " = C m 1 :

m.

Based on the foregoing derivations of the potential energy and the F -criterion,

we derive specific forms of the modes I and II crack driving forces in the following four cases: (i) the intact (undamaged) condition, (ii) the open condition, (iii)
the stick condition, and (iv) the slip condition.
Intact condition

Let us first consider an intact material point in which neither mode I nor II fracture has yet developed. To prevent fracturing in the elastic region, we set H I

and H I I as their threshold values defined as the crack driving forces at the peak
tensile and shear strengths, respectively. Let H I,t denote the threshold for H I . By

definition, H I,t corresponds to the undamaged tensile strain energy, WI+ , when
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s̄nn equals the tensile strength. Thus we get

H I,t := WI+ |snn =sp =

1 +
1 2
¯ I |snn =sp : " =
s ,
2
2M p

(4.32)

where sp denotes the tensile strength. The derivation of H I I,t is more complex

and long due to the existence of frictional energy dissipation in shear fracture.
Referring to Fei and Choo (2020b) for a detailed derivation of H I I,t , we adopt
1
(tp
2G

H I I,t :=

tr )2 ,

(4.33)

where tp is the peak shear strength. Because the threshold values are assigned
as the crack driving forces of an intact material point,
1 2
s
2M p
1
=
(tp
2G

HI =
HI I

tr

)2

9
>
=
>
;

if intact.

(4.34)

In this work, we treat sp as a constant material property, but consider tp a function of the contact normal pressure. Specifically, we set tp = c0 + pN tan f, where
c0 and f denote the cohesion and the friction angle, respectively. For simplicity,
we assume that the peak and residual friction angles are the same and calculate the residual shear strength as tr = pN tan f. This assumption can be easily
relaxed as in Fei and Choo (2020b).
Open condition
Next, we consider the case in which a crack develops under an open contact
condition. To determine the dominant fracturing mode in this case, we need
to evaluate the value of F given in Eq. (4.31), and hence H I and H I I therein.
To this end, we only have to consider the strain energy density, ye , because an
open crack is frictionless (yf = 0) and other energy terms (yd and yb ) are unrelated to the crack driving forces. To compute ye during post-peak fracturing,
we integrate its rate form in Eq. (4.17) from the peak stresses, as


⌘
1⇣ +
t
+
:
"
+
g
(
d
)
W
+
:
"
I I
m
I t p,I
m, I
t p,I
2

⌘
1⇣ +
t
+ g I I (d I I ) WI+I t +
:
"
.
m, I I
t p,I I
p,I I
2

1
y =
2
e

(4.35)

Here, t p,I and t p,I I denote the time instances when sp and tp are reached, respectively, and
WI+ |t p,I =

1 2
s ,
2M p

WI+I |t p,I I =
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1 2
t ,
2G p

(4.36)

are the strain energies relevant to modes I and II fracturing, respectively, at the
corresponding peak stresses. Plugging the above expressions and Eqs. (4.13),
(4.14), and (4.15) into Eq. (4.35), we obtain
ye =

1
2

m

:"

[1

g I (d I )]

1 2
s
2M nn

[1

g I I (d I I )]

1 2
t .
2G m

By definition, H I and H I I must be the terms multiplied to [1

(4.37)

g I (d I )] and [1

g I I (d I I )], respectively. Therefore,

1 2
s ,
2M nn
1 2
=
t .
2G m

(4.38)

HI =
HI I

(4.39)

Substituting Eqs. (4.38) and (4.39) into the F -criterion (4.31), we get

F (", q ) =

2
snn
tm 2
+
.
2M G I
2G G I I

(4.40)

In terms of the principal strains and q, the above equation can be re-written as
⇥

l # 1 sin2 q + # 3 cos2 q + M # 1 cos2 q + # 3 sin2 q
F (", q ) =
2M G I

+

2G (# 1

# 3 )2 cos2 q sin2 q
,
GI I

⇤2
(4.41)

where # 1 and # 3 denote the major and minor principal strains. Then, to find q
that maximizes F , we take the partial derivative of F with respect to q as
∂F (", q ) 2G (l + G ) 2
=
#3
∂q
MG I

+ G (# 1

#21 sin 2q
✓
◆
1
G
2
# 3 ) sin 4q
.
GI I
MG I

(4.42)

This derivative becomes zero when q = 0. This means that under an open condition, the crack should develop such that the crack normal direction is the same
as the major principal direction. When the crack direction is determined in this
way, H I I = 0 because no shear stress exists on the principal plane, i.e. tm = 0
when q = 0. Therefore,

9
1 2 =
snn
2M
if open.
;
=0

HI =
HI I

(4.43)

In other words, a mode II crack does not grow (i.e. d˙I I = 0) under open conditions. Note that in this case, snn should be equal to the major principal undamaged stress, sm, 1 , because q = 0.
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Stick condition
We now shift our focus to a material point that has a closed crack under a stick
+
e
e
= m,
I I = 0, thus ∂y /∂d I = ∂y /∂d I I = 0. The
frictional energy is zero as well (i.e. yf ). Therefore,

condition. In this case,

+
m, I

9
HI = 0 =

HI I = 0 ;

if stick .

(4.44)

So neither mode I nor mode II crack grows (i.e. d˙I = 0 and d˙I I = 0) when
there is no relative motion between the two crack surfaces. This result is also
physically intuitive because a material with a perfectly sticky crack behaves like
an undamaged material.
Slip condition
Lastly, we consider the case when the material point has a closed crack undergoing slip. In this case, it can be easily shown that H I = 0, because ∂ye /∂d I =

0 and ∂yf /∂d I = 0 when the crack is sliding. Therefore, maximizing F in

Eq. (4.31) is equivalent to maximizing H I I in slip conditions. This means that

H I I can be derived in the exact same way as in the phase-field model for shear
fracture (Fei & Choo, 2020b). Below we briefly recap the derivation of H I I , referring to Fei and Choo (2020b) for details. We first evaluate the strain energy and
frictional energy densities by integrating their rate forms given in Eqs. (4.17)
and (4.20), and get
ye = ye | t p +

Z t

yf =

g I I (d I I )]tr ġ dt,

Z t
tp

[1

tp

m

: "˙ dt +

Z t
tp

g I I (d I I )

+
m, I I

dt,

(4.45)
(4.46)

Taking the partial derivatives of ye and yf with respect to d I I , we obtain H I I as

H I I = H I I,t + Hslip , with Hslip :=

Z g
gp

(tm

tr ) dg .

(4.47)

Here, Hslip denotes the crack driving force accumulated during the post-peak
slip process, and g p is the shear strain in the slip direction when t = tp . We

note that Hslip is expressed as an integral form because tr is a function of the

contact normal pressure. Now, we determine the crack propagation direction
by maximizing F , equivalently, H I I , in this case. As derived in Fei and Choo
(2020b), it eventually boils down to find q such that
q = arg max[tm (q )
q
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tr (q )].

(4.48)

When tr = pN tan f, we get
f
,
2

q = 45

(4.49)

see Fei and Choo (2020b) for details. Note that this value of q is necessary to
calculate tm and g in Hslip . To summarize,

HI = 0
HI I =

1
(tp
2G

tr )2 +

Z g
gp

(tm

9
>
=

tr ) dg >
;

if slip.

(4.50)

As opposed to the previous case of open fracture, a mode I crack does not grow
(i.e. d˙I = 0) in the slip case. This result also agrees well with our physical intuition.
Remark 10. The present double-phase-field model applies the F -criterion (Shen

& Stephansson, 1994) in a largely different way from how previous single-phasefield models (Bryant & Sun, 2018; X. Zhang et al., 2017) have used it for mixedmode fracture. In X. Zhang et al. (2017), the F -criterion is used to calculate an
equivalent crack driving force as an weighted average of modes I and II crack
driving forces. With the same equivalent crack driving force, Bryant and Sun
(2018) have further used the F -criterion to determine the fracture direction by
solving an optimization problem at the material point level. However, instead

of calculating an equivalent crack driving force, here we apply the F -criterion to
determine the dominant fracture mode (phase field) and its evolution direction.
The upshot is that the double-phase-field model not only distinguishes between
modes I and II fractures naturally but also calculates the fracturing direction
based on the F -criterion without solving an optimization problem.
4.2.5 Crack irreversibility
Having derived the modes I and II crack driving forces under all contact conditions, we can now specify expressions for the modes I and II reactive microforces, pr,I and pr,I I , which prevent spurious crack healing. Assuming that both
modes I and II cracks do not heal at all, here we set the reactive microforces
following the method proposed by Miehe, Hofacker, et al. (2010) whereby the
crack driving force is replaced by the maximum crack driving force in loading
history. Despite being simple, this history-based method has been shown to
provide results fairly similar to those obtained by a more sophisticated and robust algorithm—see, e.g. its comparison with an augmented Lagrangian method
in Geelen et al. (2019). The simplicity and effectiveness of the history-based
method is more appreciable for double-phase-field modeling in which two phase
fields are subjected to irreversibility constraints.
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Applying the history-based method, we define the reactive forces for modes
I and modes II fracture as
8
>
if
< 0
pr,I =
0
0
>
: g I (d I ) max H I (t) + g I (d I )H I if
t2[0,t]
8
>
if d˙I I > 0,
< 0
pr,I I =
0
>
: g I I (d I I ) max H I I (t) if d˙I I = 0.

d˙I > 0,
d˙I = 0,

(4.51)

(4.52)

t2[0,t]

where t denotes the current time instance. Note that the last term in Eq. (4.51)
is added because H I can be positive under an open condition. Eq. (4.52) is the

same as that in the phase-field model for frictional shear fracture (Fei & Choo,
2020b).
4.2.6

Degradation functions for modes I and II fractures

To complete the formulation, we introduce specific forms to the degradation
functions for modes I and II fractures, g I (d I ) and g I I (d I I ), respectively. Particularly, we adopt g I (d I ) from the phase-field model for cohesive tensile fracture (J.-Y. Wu, 2017), given by
g I (d I ) =

(1

(1 d I ) n
d I ) n + m I d I (1

pd I )

, with m I :=

GI 1
,
pL H I,t

(4.53)

and g I I (d I I ) from the phase-field model for frictional shear fracture (Fei & Choo,
2020b), given by
g I I (d I I ) =

(1

(1 d I I ) n
d I I ) n + m I I d (1

pd I I )

, with m I I :=

GI I 1
,
pL H I I,t

(4.54)

where n and p are parameters controlling post-peak softening responses. In this
work, we use a standard choice of n = 2 and p =

4.3

0.5.

Discretization and algorithms

In this section, we describe how to numerically solve the proposed doublephase-field formulation using a nonlinear finite element method.
4.3.1

Unified expressions for crack driving forces considering crack irreversibility

To simplify the succeeding formulations, let us first unify the expressions for the
crack driving forces and the reactive microforces under different contact conditions. We begin this by merging the intact condition into either the open or the
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stick condition. When snn > 0, the intact condition can be combined with the
open condition, because H I = H I,t initially. Likewise, when snn  0, the intact condition can be integrated with the stick condition, as H I I = H I I,t initially.

These intact and stick conditions can be distinguished from the slip condition
based on the value of f , by setting tY in f as follows: tY = tp for an intact material, and tY = tr for a damaged material. This way allows us to identify all
possible conditions based on the values of snn and f .
Then, we define the combined crack driving and reactive forces for mode I
+
and II fractures, H +
I and H I I , respectively, as

8
(
)

2
>
1
>
>
max H I,t ,
max snn (t)
if snn > 0,
>
>
>
2M t2[0,t]
<
H+
if snn  0 and f < 0,
I = > max H I ( t )
>
t2[0,t]
>
>
>
>
if snn  0 and f = 0,
: max H I (t)

(4.55)

t2[0,t]

H+
II =

8
>
max H I I (t)
>
>
< t2[0,t]
>
>
>
:

max H I I (t)

t2[0,t]

if snn > 0,

(4.56)

if snn  0 and f < 0,

H I I,t + Hslip if snn  0 and f = 0.

+
Note that we update H +
I only when snn > 0, and H I I only when snn  0 and

f = 0.

4.3.2 Problem statement
Let us denote by û and t̂ the prescribed displacement and traction boundary
conditions, respectively, and by u0 , d I0 and d I I0 the initial displacement field and
the initial mode I and II phase fields, respectively. The time domain is denoted
by T := (0, tmax ]. The strong form of the problem can then be stated as follows:
find u, d I and d I I that satisfy

g0I (d I )H +
I +
g0I I (d I I )H +
II +

GI
2L2 r · rd I
pL

r·

GI I
2L2 r · rd I I
pL
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+ rg = 0 in W ⇥ T,

(4.57)

2 + 2d I = 0

in

W ⇥ T,

(4.58)

2 + 2d I I = 0

in

W ⇥ T,

(4.59)

subject to boundary conditions
u = û on

∂u W ⇥ T,

· v = t̂ on ∂t W ⇥ T ,

rd I · v = 0

rd I I · v = 0

on
on

∂W ⇥ T,
∂W ⇥ T,

(4.60)
(4.61)
(4.62)
(4.63)

with v denoting the outward unit normal vector at the boundary, and initial
conditions
u|t=0 = u0

in

W,

(4.64)

in

W,

(4.65)

d I I |t=0 = d I I0

in

W,

(4.66)

d I |t=0 = d I0

where W := W [ ∂W.
4.3.3

Finite element discretization

To begin finite element discretization, we define the trial function spaces for u,
d I and d I I as
n
o
Su := u | u 2 H 1 , u = û on ∂u W ,
n
o
Sd I := d I | d I 2 H 1 ,
n
o
Sd I I := d I I | d I I 2 H 1 ,

(4.67)
(4.68)
(4.69)

where H 1 denotes a Sobolev space of order one. Accordingly, the weighting
function spaces are defined as
n
o
Vu := ⌘ | ⌘ 2 H 1 , ⌘ = 0 on ∂u W ,
n
o
Vd I := f I | f I 2 H 1 ,
n
o
Vd I I := f I I | f I I 2 H 1 .
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(4.70)
(4.71)
(4.72)

Applying the standard weighted residual procedure, we obtain the following
variational equations:
Z

Ru :=
Rd I :=

Z

W

+
Rd I I :=

Z

+

W

r ⌘:

dV +

Z

W

r⌘ · g dV +

Z

∂t W

⌘ · t̂ dA = 0 ,

(4.73)

f I g0I (d I )H +
I dV

Z

W

s

W

GI
2L2 rf I · rd I + 2f I
pL

2f I d I dV = 0,

(4.74)

f I I g0I I (d I I )H +
I I dV

Z

W

GI I
2L2 rf I I · rd I I + 2f I I
pL

2f I I d I I dV = 0.

(4.75)

Here, we have defined the variational equations as residuals to solve them using
Newton’s method. The rest of the finite element procedure is straightforward;
so we omit it for brevity. The standard linear elements are used for all the field
variables.
4.3.4 Solution strategy
To solve the discrete versions of variational equations (4.73), (4.74), and (4.75),
we use a staggered scheme which has commonly been used since proposed
by Miehe, Hofacker, et al. (2010). Specifically, we first solve Eq. (4.73) for u
+
fixing d I and d I I , then update the crack driving forces H +
I and H I I , and finally
+
solve Eqs. (4.74) and (4.75) for d I and d I I fixing H +
I and H I I . Provided that

the load step size is small enough, this staggered scheme significantly improves
the robustness of numerical solution without much compromise in the solution
accuracy. Also, a single staggered iteration may be sufficient for practical purposes, as will be demonstrated later through a numerical example. It is noted
that other multi-phase-field models (Bleyer & Alessi, 2018; Dean et al., 2020;
Na & Sun, 2018; T.-T. Nguyen et al., 2017) have also used staggered solution
schemes.
Because the formulation is incrementally nonlinear, we use Newton’s method
to solve each stage in a staggered iteration. To solve for u in the first stage, we
linearize Eq. (4.73) as (d denoting the linearization operator)
dRu =

Z

W

rs ⌘ : C : rs du dV,
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(4.76)

and to solve for d I and d I I in the second stage, we linearize Eqs. (4.74) and (4.75)
as
dRd I =
dRd I I =

Z

Z

W
W

+

f I g00I (d I )H +
I dd I dV +
f I I g00I I (d I I )H +
I I dd I I dV

Z

W

Z

W

GI I
2L2 rf I I · rdd I I
pL

GI
2L2 rf I · rdd I
pL

2f I I dd I I dV.

2f I dd I dV, (4.77)

(4.78)

+
It is noted that H +
I and H I I are not linearized because they are fixed during the

phase-field solution stage.

Algorithm 4 presents a procedure to update internal variables at a material/quadrature point during a Newton iteration. Here, known quantities at the
previous load step are denoted with subscript (·)n

1,

whereas unknown quan-

tities requiring updates are written without an additional subscript for brevity.
The procedure essentially extends the predictor–corrector algorithm of the phasefield model for shear fracture (Fei & Choo, 2020b) to accommodate the open
contact condition. Importantly, one can see that the present model treats all the
contact conditions without any algorithm for imposing contact constraints. This
feature is the main advantage of the double-phase-field model from the numerical viewpoint.
Several aspects of the algorithm may deserve elaboration. First, the crack
+
driving forces, H +
I and H I I , of an initially intact material point (d I0 = d I I0 = 0)

should be initialized by their threshold values, H I,t and H I I,t , respectively, to

prevent fracturing in the elastic region. Second, because the potential fracture
direction is unknown a priori, we first evaluate q using the undamaged major
principal stress, sm, 1 (Line 2), considering that sm, 1 = snn under an open condition. Third, the stress tensor under a slip condition is obtained by enforcing
f = 0 (Line 20), similar to the return mapping algorithm in plasticity. Fourth, in
Line 20, the residual strength, tr , is evaluated explicitly from the previous time
step, as in the frictional shear fracture model (Fei & Choo, 2020b). This semiimplicit update greatly simplifies the stress–strain tangent, C, without much
compromise in accuracy. Lastly, unlike the original algorithm for shear fracture (Fei & Choo, 2020b), g I I (d I I ) is not updated when d I I = 0 and f < 0. This is
because the friction angle for the peak and residual strengths are assumed to be
the same in this work. If the peak and residual friction angles are considered different, g I I (d I I ) needs to be updated as explained in Fei and Choo (2020b). This
modification is straightforward.
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Algorithm 4 Material point update procedure for the double-phase-field model
for mixed-mode fracture
Input: ", d I and d I I .
Output:
1:
2:
3:
4:
5:
6:
7:
8:
9:

10:
11:
12:
13:
14:
15:
16:
17:
18:
19:
20:
21:
22:
23:

24:
25:

26:
27:
28:

4.4

+
, C, H +
I and H I I .

Calculate

= C m : " and sm, 1 .
Set q = 0 if sm, 1 > 0; otherwise, set q = 45
f/2.
Calculate n, m, and s from q.
Calculate ↵ from n and m.
Calculate sm, nn = m : (n ⌦ n).
if sm, nn > 0 then
Open condition.
= m [1 g I (d I )] {snn (n ⌦ n) + (l/M)snn [(m ⌦ m) + (s ⌦ s)]}.
C = C m [1 g I (d I )] {(n ⌦ n) + (l/M) [(m ⌦ m) + (s ⌦ s)]}
⌦ { M (n ⌦ n) h+ l[(m ⌦ m) + (s ⌦ si )]}.
+
2
Update H +
I = max snn / (2M ), H I n 1 .
+
Set H +
I I = HI I n 1.
else
Calculate tm = (1/2) m : ↵ and pN = snn .
Set tY = c0 + pN tan f if d I I = 0; otherwise, set tY = pN tan f.
Evaluate f = |tm | tY .
if f < 0 then
Stick condition.
Update = m .
Update C = C m .
+
Set H +
I I = HI I n 1.
else
Slip condition.
= m [1 g I I (d I I )][tm (tr )n 1 ]↵,
where (tr )n 1 := ( pN )n 1 tan f.
Update C = C m [1 g I I (d I I )] G (↵ ⌦ ↵).
+
H+
tr )Dg, where tr = pN tan f
I I = H I I n 1 + ( tm
and Dg := (" "n 1 ) : ↵.
end if
+
Set H +
I = HI n 1.
end if
m

Numerical validation

In this section, we validate the proposed double-phase-field model with experimental data on mixed-mode fracture in rocks. Before simulating mixed-mode
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fracture, we have verified that the double-phase-field model degenerates into
a cohesive tensile model and a frictional shear model under pure mode I and
mode II problems, respectively. These verification results are omitted for brevity.
Also, we do not repeat discussions pertaining to the numerical aspects of the
original phase-field models combined in this work (e.g. mesh and length sensitivity); we refer to J.-Y. Wu (2017) and Fei and Choo (2020b) for discussions
on such topics. By doing so, we fully focus on new aspects that arise from the
double-phase-field formulation for mixed-mode fracture.
To validate the model, we simulate the uniaxial compression tests of N. Y.
Wong (2008), Bobet and Einstein (1998a) and L. N. Y. Wong and Einstein (2009a)
on gypsum specimens with preexisting flaw(s), whereby various mixed-mode
cracking patterns are characterized under different flaw configurations. Emulating the experimental setup, we consider 76.2 mm wide and 152.4 mm tall
rectangular specimens with a single or double flaws. The flaw configuration of
each specimen will be described later.
Table 4.1 presents the material parameters used in the simulation. Among
these parameters, the elasticity parameters (K and G) and the tensile strength
(sp ) are directly adopted from their values measured from the gypsum specimens in Bobet and Einstein (1998a). The cohesion strength (c0 ) and the friction
angle (f) are unavailable from the original experiment, so they are assigned referring to other experiments on molded gypsum specimens (Wei et al., 2020).
The tensile and shear fracture energies (G I and G I I ) are calibrated to match the

coalescence stresses measured in Bobet and Einstein (1998a). The calibrated values and the mode mixity ratio (G I I /G I ) lie within the ranges of their typical
values for rocks (Shen & Stephansson, 1994).
Parameter

Symbol

Units

Value

Bulk modulus
Shear modulus
Tensile strength
Cohesion strength
Friction angle
Mode I fracture energy
Mode II fracture energy

K
G
sp
c0
f
GI
GI I

GPa
GPa
MPa
MPa
deg
J/m2
J/m2

2.84
2.59
3.2
10.7
28
16
205

Reference
Bobet and Einstein (1998a)
Bobet and Einstein (1998a)
Bobet and Einstein (1998a)
Wei et al. (2020)
Wei et al. (2020)
Calibrated
Calibrated

Table 4.1: Cracking from preexisting flaws: material parameters.

For finite element simulation, we set the phase-field length parameter as
L = 0.2 mm and refine elements near the preexisting flaw(s) such that their size
h satisfies L/h

5. Each specimen is then discretized by around 300,000 quadri-

lateral elements. (The specific number depends on the flaw configuration.) The
simulation begins by applying a constant displacement rate of 2 ⇥ 10
100

3

mm on

the top boundary. The bottom boundary is supported by rollers except for the
left corner which is fixed by a pin for stability. The lateral boundaries are traction free. Gravity is ignored. The finite element solutions are obtained using a
parallel finite element code for geomechanics (Choo, 2018, 2019; Choo & Borja,
2015), which is built on the deal.II finite element library (Arndt et al., 2019;
Bangerth et al., 2007), p4est mesh handling library (Burstedde et al., 2011), and
the Trilinos project (Heroux & Willenbring, 2012).
4.4.1 Cracking from a single flaw
To begin, we simulate the cracking process in a single-flawed gypsum specimen,
following the experimental setup in N. Y. Wong (2008). Figure 4.2 illustrates the
geometry and boundary conditions of the problem. The flaw is 12.7 mm long,
1.27 mm wide, and inclined 45 from the horizontal.
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Figure 4.2: Cracking from a single flaw: problem geometry and boundary conditions.

Figure 4.3 presents simulation results in comparison with the cracking pattern of a specimen studied in N. Y. Wong (2008). It can be seen that the doublephase-field model well reproduces the real cracking process. When ûy =

0.40

mm, tensile wing cracks start to grow from the flaw tips, and later at ûy =

0.60

mm, tensile and shear damages appear. These tensile and shear damages soon
develop into full cracks at ûy =

0.66 mm. The final cracking pattern in our

numerical simulation is nearly the same as the experimental observation.
For quantitative validation, Fig. 4.4 compares the stress–strain curve from
numerical simulation with the experimental data of N. Y. Wong (2008) provided
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û y = −�.�� mm

<latexit sha1_base64="UxtdRSMQHxqbVCinlvTdS1CuHXo=">AAAB73icZY9NS8MwHMbT+TbnW9WjB4ND8KClFV9OwtCLF2GCe4F1lDTLtrAkrU0qjtKjn8GbeBWvevCj+G1MaxG3PRDy8Dz/P8nPDxmVyra/jdLc/MLiUnm5srK6tr5hbm41ZRBHmDRwwIKo7SNJGBWkoahipB1GBHGfkZY/usr61gOJJA3EnRqHpMvRQNA+xUjpyDN33SFSSZx6yTiFF/AI2taZDV1FHlUCOU89s2pbdi44a5zCVEGhumd+ub0Ax5wIhRmSsuPYoeomKFIUM5JW3FiSEOERGpCOtgJxIrtJDpLCfZ30YD+I9BEK5un/jQRxKcfc15McqaGc7rLwr5t4KotY/zDj0henQtNToT92k9t6FKQVzepMk82a5rHlnFr27Um1dllQl8EO2AMHwAHnoAauQR00AAZP4B18gE/j3ng2XozX39GSUexsgwkZbz8yIo6U</latexit>

dII

1.0

<latexit sha1_base64="R9staBGqikG+PdT+RMxSLTA3FKg=">AAAB73icZY9NS8MwHMbT+TbnW9WjB4ND8KClFZ0nYejFizDBvcA6SpplW1iS1iYVR+nRz+BNvIpXPfhR/DamtYhzD4Q8PM//T/LzQ0alsu0vozQ3v7C4VF6urKyurW+Ym1stGcQRJk0csCDq+EgSRgVpKqoY6YQRQdxnpO2PL7O+fU8iSQNxqyYh6XE0FHRAMVI68sxdd4RUEqdeMknhOTyCtlWrQVeRB5VAzlPPrNqWnQvOGqcwVVCo4Zmfbj/AMSdCYYak7Dp2qHoJihTFjKQVN5YkRHiMhqSrrUCcyF6Sg6RwXyd9OAgifYSCefp3I0Fcygn39SRHaiT/d1n42009lUVscJhx6YtToemp0B+7zm0jCtKKZnX+k82a1rHlnFr2zUm1flFQl8EO2AMHwAFnoA6uQAM0AQaP4A28gw/jzngyno2Xn9GSUexsgykZr9865o6a</latexit>

Figure 4.3: Cracking from a single flaw: simulation and experimental results. The experimental result is redrawn from N. Y. Wong (2008).

by the author. The stress and strain in the specimen are defined in a nominal manner following the experimental data. The simulation result matches
remarkably well with the experimental data, even though none of the material parameters has been calibrated from this particular experiment. Thus, the
double-phase-field model has been fully validated, both qualitatively and quantitatively, with the experiment.
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Figure 4.4: Cracking from a single flaw: comparison of the stress–strain curve from
numerical simulation with the experimental data of N. Y. Wong (2008) provided by the
author.

To strengthen the validity of our numerical results, we repeat the same simulation with different numbers of staggered iterations and compare results in
Fig. 4.5. One can see that the simulation results are virtually insensitive to the
number of staggered iterations, in both qualitative and quantitative senses. It
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can thus be concluded that as long as the load step size is chosen to be reasonably small, a single iteration is sufficiently accurate.
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Figure 4.5: Cracking from a single flaw: comparison of simulation results obtained with
different numbers of staggered iterations. The phase fields are drawn at ûy = 0.66
mm.

Before proceeding to other validation examples, we also demonstrate why
the double-phase-field model is an essential extension of previous single-phasefield models for quasi-brittle materials (Fei & Choo, 2020b; J.-Y. Wu, 2017) to
simulate mixed-mode fracture in rocks. Figure 4.6 compares simulation results
of the same problem obtained by the present double-phase-field model, the
single-phase-field model for cohesive tensile fracture (J.-Y. Wu, 2017), and the
the single-phase-field model for frictional shear fracture (Fei & Choo, 2020b).
Clearly, Fig. 4.3 presents that the single-phase-field models cannot reproduce the
experimentally-observed cracking pattern, even in a qualitative manner. Thus
the present model is a critical achievement for phase-field modeling of mixedmode fracture in quasi-brittle rocks and other similar materials.
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Figure 4.6: Cracking from a single flaw: comparison of simulation results obtained by
the double-phase-field model (Mode I & Mode II), the single-phase-field model for cohesive tensile fracture (J.-Y. Wu, 2017) (Mode I only), and the single-phase-field model
for frictional shear fracture (Fei & Choo, 2020b) (Mode II only).
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4.4.2

Cracking from double flaws

Next, we simulate a variety of mixed-mode fracture processes in double-flawed
specimens experimentally studied in Bobet and Einstein (1998a) and L. N. Y.
Wong and Einstein (2009a). Figure 4.7 depicts the general setup of specimens
prepared according to the original experiments. In all the specimens, the two
flaws have the same length and aperture, 12.7 mm and 0.1 mm, respectively,
with the continuity (c) of 12.7 mm. By contrast, their inclination angle (a) and
spacing (w) are varied by specimens to trigger different types of cracking patterns under compression. In this work, we particularly consider two cases of the
inclination angle, a = 45 and a = 60 , which manifested mixed-mode cracking
patterns in the experiments. Within the case of a = 45 , we consider three subcases of flaw spacings: w = 0, w = a, and w = 2a, where a denotes the half flaw
length, 6.35 mm. Within the case of a = 60 , we consider two sub-cases: w = 0
and w = a. As a result, we simulate a total of five cases.
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Figure 4.7: Cracking from double flaws: problem geometry and boundary conditions.
The ligament length stands for the distance between the two flaws.

In what follows, we compare our simulation results with the qualitative
and quantitative data from Bobet and Einstein (1998a). For the cases of zero
spacing (w = 0), L. N. Y. Wong and Einstein (2009a) later clarified the natures of
cracks developed in gypsum specimens with the same flaw spacing. For these
cases, we will complement the qualitative experimental data by those provided
in L. N. Y. Wong and Einstein (2009a).
Figure 4.8 presents the simulation and experimental results when a = 45
and w = 0 mm. Tensile wing cracks first develop from the flaw tips in a stable
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manner, and then shear damages grow in between the tips of the two flaws.
Eventually, the two flaws are coalesced by a mixed-mode crack, which consists
of two coplanar shear cracks bridged by a tensile crack. One can find that the
simulation and experimental results are remarkably consistent in terms of the
locations, shapes, and modes of the cracks.

Figure 4.8: Cracking from double flaws with a = 45 and w = 0 mm: simulation
and experimental results. The experimental result is redrawn from Bobet and Einstein
(1998a) and L. N. Y. Wong and Einstein (2009a).

Next, Fig. 4.9 shows and compares results from the simulation and the experiment when the spacing of the two flaws is increased to the half crack width,
a = 6.35 mm. The overall cracking process is similar to that in the previous
case: tensile wing cracks followed by shear cracks and a secondary tensile crack
which coalesce the two preexisting flaws. Unlike the previous case, however,
the coalescence crack in this case exhibits a zig-zag pattern. This difference is
also fully consistent with the experimental observations.
In Fig. 4.10, we show the simulation and experimental results when the
spacing is further increased to the crack width, 2a = 12.7 mm. The growth
sequence of tensile wing cracks and shear cracks is the same as those in the
previous two cases. In the current case, however, the flaws are finally coalesced
when a shear crack generated from one flaw links an internal wing crack from
the other flaw. This type of crack coalescence, which was not observed when
w/c < 1, is also highlighted in the experimental study of Bobet and Einstein
(1998a). As can be seen, the proposed phase-field model can well capture this
pattern transition as observed from the experiments.
Figures 4.11 and 4.12 present how the simulation and experimental results
become different as the flaw inclination angle is increased to 60 , when w = 0
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Figure 4.9: Cracking from double flaws with a = 45 and w = a = 6.35 mm: simulation
and experimental results. The experimental result is redrawn from Bobet and Einstein
(1998a).

Figure 4.10: Cracking from double flaws with a = 45 and w = 2a = 12.7 mm: simulation and experimental results. The experimental result is redrawn from Bobet and
Einstein (1998a).

mm and w = a = 6.35 mm, respectively. The geometrical features of the secondary tensile cracks are changed, while the overall cracking patterns and sequences remain analogous to those of the cases of a = 45 . The simulated coalescence crack in the case of w = 0 mm (Fig. 4.11) is consistent with the experimental finding of L. N. Y. Wong and Einstein (2009a), in that it is a mixed-mode crack
consisting of two shear cracks developed from the inner flaw tips and a tensile
crack bridging the shear cracks. Also in the case of w = a = 6.35 mm (Fig. 4.12),
a zig-zag coalescence pattern has emerged in both our simulation and the experiment of Bobet and Einstein (1998a). Therefore, the simulation results are fully
consistent with the experimental observations—from the geometry of cracks to
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the natures of tensile/shear cracks—under all of the flaw configurations.

Figure 4.11: Cracking from double flaws with a = 60 and w = 0 mm: simulation
and experimental results. The experimental result is redrawn from Bobet and Einstein
(1998a) and L. N. Y. Wong and Einstein (2009a).

Figure 4.12: Cracking from double flaws with a = 60 and w = a = 6.35 mm: simulation and experimental results. The experimental result is redrawn from Bobet and
Einstein (1998a).

Further, for quantitative validation, Fig. 4.13 compares the coalescence
stresses in the simulations and those measured in the experiments of Bobet and
Einstein (1998a). In all cases, the simulation results show excellent agreement
with the experimental data. Remarkably, the simulation results can well capture
the increasing/decreasing trends of the coalescence stresses as observed from
the experiments.
The numerical results in this section have demonstrated that the proposed
phase-field model can not only reproduce mixed-mode fracture in the individual
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Figure 4.13: Cracking from double flaws: comparison of coalescence stresses in numerical simulation with the experimental data of Bobet and Einstein (1998a). (See Fig. 4.7
for the definition of the ligament length.)

cases but also capture the transition of cracking patterns according to change in
the flaw configurations. The proposed model has thus been fully validated.
Remark 11. Some of the above experimental results have also been reproduced
by the phase-field model for brittle mixed-mode fracture (X. Zhang et al., 2017).
In the brittle model, however, the phase-field length parameter should be restricted to a specific value to match a prescribed tensile strength. Also, the shear
strength of the brittle model cannot be controlled. Conversely, in the present
quasi-brittle model, one can freely choose the length parameter because it does
not affect the tensile and shear strengths of the material. Apart from its physical
implications, this feature provides more flexibility to numerical modelers because the length parameter governs the discretization level in phase-field modeling.
Remark 12. Besides validation, the above numerical results have demonstrated
that the double-phase-field model allows us to naturally distinguish between
tensile and shear cracks. This feature is invaluable to develop a better understanding of mixed-mode cracking processes in rocks. One main reason is that
accurate experimental characterization of rock cracking processes requires a sophisticated technique (e.g. high speed imaging in L. Wong and Einstein, 2009)
which is difficult, or even impossible, to be applied to rocks under in-situ stress
conditions. The capability of providing physical insight into mixed-mode fracture without a sophisticated technique is a unique advantage of the doublephase-field formulation.
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4.5

Closure

We have developed a double-phase-field formulation for mixed-mode fracture
in quasi-brittle rocks, employing two different phase fields to describe cohesive tensile fracture and frictional shear fracture individually. The formulation
rigorously combines the two phase fields through three approaches: (i) crackdirection-based decomposition of the strain energy into the tensile, shear, and
pure compression parts, (ii) contact-dependent calculation of the potential energy, and (iii) energy-based determination of the dominant fracturing mode in
each contact condition. In this way, we have successfully coupled two types
of phase-field models—one for cohesive tensile fracture and the other for frictional shear fracture—to model mixed-mode fracture in quasi-brittle rocks. The
double-phase-field model has been validated to reproduce a variety of mixedmode fracturing processes in rocks, in both qualitative and quantitative senses.
Compared with the existing phase-field models for mixed-mode fracture in
rocks, the double phase-field model has two standout features. First, it explicitly takes tensile and shear strengths as material parameters independent of the
phase-field length parameter, unlike the existing models where the phase-field
length controls the strengths. This feature allows one to use experimentallymeasured strengths directly without any restriction on the length parameter.
Second, the double-phase-field model can simulate—and naturally distinguish
between—tensile and shear fractures without complex algorithms. This feature offers an exceptional opportunity to better understand rock cracking processes that are challenging, or even impossible, to be characterized by experiments alone. Examples include crack growth and coalescence in rocks under
true-triaxial stress conditions, which are much more difficult to be investigated
experimentally than those under uniaxial/biaxial stress conditions. We thus believe that the proposed model is an attractive option for both understanding and
predicting mixed-mode fracture in rocks.
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Chapter 5 Phase-field modeling of rock fractures with
roughness

This chapter is submitted for publication: Fei, F., Choo, J., Liu, C., and White,
J.A. (2021). “Phase-field modeling of rock fractures with roughness.”.

5.1

Introduction

Rock fractures are pervasive in natural and engineered subsurface systems. The
mechanical behavior of rock fractures not only controls the performance of many
geotechnical structures such as slopes and tunnels (N. R. Barton, 2000; Borja et
al., 2016; El Bedoui et al., 2009), but it plays an important role in the operation
of subsurface energy technologies such as hydraulic stimulation, nuclear waste
disposal, and geologic carbon storage (e.g. N. Barton, 2020; Fu, Ju, et al., 2021;
Fu, Schoenball, et al., 2021; Lepillier et al., 2020; J. A. White, 2014).
Traditionally, numerical models have treated rock fractures as discrete lowerdimensional entities: lines in two-dimensional domains, and surfaces in threedimensional domains. While such discrete modeling of rock fractures has been
standard in geomechanical research and practice, it inevitably requires one to
explicitly represent the discontinuous geometry of fractures. Unfortunately, this
is a challenging endeavor whenever the geometry of discontinuities is nontrivial, not to mention evolving.
As introduced earlier, phase-field modeling has emerged as a robust method
to handle complex fracture geometry without any explicit representation. After being developed for general solids (Borden et al., 2012; Bourdin et al., 2008;
Miehe, Welschinger, et al., 2010), phase-field modeling has been adopted to simulate rock fracture in a variety of contexts, from hydraulic fracturing to cracking
from preexisting flaws (Bryant & Sun, 2018; Choo & Sun, 2018a; Fei & Choo,
2021; Ha et al., 2018; S. Lee et al., 2016; X. Zhang et al., 2017).
Nevertheless, the vast majority of phase-field simulations of rock fracture
have completely disregarded physical phenomena emanating from the roughness of fracture. The surfaces of rock fractures are often rough due to asperities
at multiple scales, interlocking them under in-situ stress conditions. The degree
of roughness is so important to subsurface system behavior that it has motivated the development and widespread use of the joint roughness coefficient
(JRC) (N. Barton, 1982; N. Barton et al., 1985; N. Barton & Choubey, 1977) and
similar measures in rock mechanics. See Fig. 5.1 for the samples and sketches
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of the typical roughness profiles of rock fractures for different levels of JRC. Asperity interlocking and relative slip leads to important characteristics that may
be absent in fractures in other materials. First, rock fractures permit a finite
amount of elastic deformation under both normal and shear loading due to asperity compressibility. Second, surface roughness can give rise to a significant
amount of dilation when the fracture is sheared. This dilation in turn contributes
to the shear strength of the fracture, making the peak shear strength substantially greater than the residual strength. It is also noted that the dilation and
friction in a rough fracture may depend strongly on the shearing rate and state
of the fracture. Third, the roughness of fracture can evolve by cyclic loading,
asperity damage, and other multiphysical phenomena, which affects all of the
aforementioned characteristics.

Figure 5.1: Samples (left) and sketches (right) of ten typical roughness profiles of rock
fractures for different levels of the joint roughness coefficient (JRC). Figures captured
from N. Barton (2013).

Only very recently, frictional effects have been incorporated into phase-field
modeling of fracture. Fei and Choo (2020a) were the first to develop a phasefield formulation for cracks and interfaces with frictional contact, whereby the
responses of a diffusely-approximated discontinuity under different contact conditions (open, stick, and slip) are modeled based on stress decomposition in
an interface-oriented coordinate system. Building on this work, the authors
then proposed phase-field formulations for frictional shear fracture (Fei & Choo,
2020b) and mixed-mode fracture in quasi-brittle materials (Fei & Choo, 2021), in
which the contribution of frictional energy to fracturing is considered in a manner consistent with the fracture mechanics theory of Palmer and Rice (1973).
Meanwhile, Bryant and Sun (2021) have extended the work of Fei and Choo
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(2020a) to incorporate variable friction under non-isothermal conditions.
None of the existing phase-field models, however, can accommodate other
aspects of roughness effects. Among them, elastic deformability and shearinduced dilation are deemed critical as they have significant impacts. For example, shear-induced dilation in rough fractures can significantly increases the
fracture permeability (N. Barton et al., 1985; Olsson & Barton, 2001). Hydroshearing, which injects fluid to exploit this mechanism of permeability enhancement, is receiving growing attention in shale gas production (Hakso & Zoback,
2019) as well as playing a central role in paving the way to enhanced geothermal systems (Gischig, Preisig, et al., 2015; Petty et al., 2013; Rinaldi & Rutqvist,
2019).
In discrete methods for discontinuities, the mechanical behavior of a rough
rock fracture is modeled by a constitutive law that relates the displacement
jump (relative displacement) across the fracture surfaces—the kinematic quantity measured in a shear-box test—to the surface traction. A large number of
such constitutive models have been proposed to capture an array of roughnessinduced phenomena such as elasticity, variable friction, shear-induced dilation,
and asperity degradation, in a phenomenological and/or a physically-motivated
manner (N. Barton & Choubey, 1977; Gens et al., 1990; Heuze & Barbour, 1981;
Plesha, 1987; Saeb & Amadei, 1990; J. A. White, 2014).
However, these constitutive models of rough rock fractures—formulated
based on the displacement jump across discrete surfaces—are incompatible with
diffusely-approximated fractures in phase-field modeling. Overcoming this incompatibility requires one to transform a displacement-based constitutive model
into a strain-based model compatible with the phase-field approximation.
In this chapter, we introduce the first framework for phase-field modeling of
rough fractures. The framework transforms a displacement-jump-based discrete
constitutive model for discontinuities into a strain-based continuous model, and
then cast it into a phase-field formulation for frictional interfaces. Notably, no
additional parameter is introduced to the existing phase-field formulation.
The chapter is organized as follows. In Section 5.2, we adopt a general
phase-field formulation for fractured solids subject to compressive stress, in
which frictional contact is handled by the stress decomposition scheme proposed by Fei and Choo (2020a). In Section 5.3, we formulate a strain-based kinematic description of rough rock fractures in the phase-field setting and then develop a general methodology to transform a displacement-based discontinuity
model into a strain-based model. For the purpose of illustration, we construct a
particular version of the framework employing an existing displacement-based
model for rough rock joints (J. A. White, 2014). In Section 5.4, we describe how
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to solve the proposed formulation using a standard nonlinear finite element
method in conjunction with Newton’s method. In Section 5.5, we verify the
proposed phase-field formulation by comparing its results with those obtained
by a well-established discrete method (the extended finite element method), using various problems involving a single fracture, non-intersecting fractures, and
intersecting fractures. We conclude the chapter in Section 5.6.

5.2

Phase-field formulation

This section recapitulates a general phase-field formulation for fractured solids
possibly subject to compressive stress. We first describe a standard phase-field
approximation of discontinuities and associated governing equations. We then
explain the stress decomposition scheme proposed by Fei and Choo (2020a),
which is a well-verified way to incorporate frictional contact in the phase-field
setting. Without loss of generality, we assume infinitesimal deformation and
quasi-static conditions.
5.2.1

Phase-field approximation and governing equations

We consider the solid body as defined in Section 1.2. The body may contain a
set of discontinuities denoted by G, which may evolve in the time domain T .

Following the standard phase-field modeling approach as presented in Section
1.2, we diffusely approximate the sharp geometry of G by introducing a phasefield variable, d 2 [0, 1].
We then discuss the selection of the local dissipation term a(d) in the crack
density function in Eq. (1.2). Among a few forms of a(d) proposed in the literature (Geelen et al., 2019; J.-Y. Wu, 2017), here we choose a(d) = d for its relative
simplicity. We note that other choices of a(d) would equally be valid for the
purpose of diffuse approximation of stationary cracks (see Fei and Choo (2020a)
where a(d) = d2 is used), but for simulating evolving fractures, they would lead
to different results. Substituting a(d) = d into Eq. (1.2) gives

3 d
Gd (d, rd) =
+ Lrd · rd .
8 L

(5.1)

The phase-field formulation gives rise to two governing equations—the linear momentum balance equation and the phase-field evolution equation—of
which the primary variables are the displacement vector, u, and the phase field,
d. For brevity, we omit their derivations and refer to the relevant literature (Fei
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& Choo, 2020b; Geelen et al., 2019). The governing equations may be written as

g0 (d)H + (u) +

r · (u, d) + rg = 0

in W ⇥ T ,

(5.2)

L2 r · rd = 0

in W ⇥ T .

(5.3)

3G c
1
8L

In the momentum balance equation (5.2),

is the Cauchy stress tensor, r is the

mass density, and g is the gravitational acceleration vector. In the phase-field
evolution equation (5.3), Gc is the critical fracture energy, H + is the crack driving
force, and g(d) is the degradation function. It is noted that the specific forms of

H+ and g(d) should be chosen in accordance with the selected form of the crack
density functional, Gd (d, rd). For the particular form of Gd (d, rd) in Eq. (5.1),
g(d) is given by
g(d) =

(1

(1 d )2
d)2 + md(1

d)

,

with m =

3G c 1
.
4L Ht

(5.4)

Here, Ht is defined as the threshold value of the crack driving force at the peak

material strength. The specific expressions for H + and Ht depend also on how
the stress tensor is decomposed into its crack driving and non-driving parts. So
they will be discussed after presenting the stress decomposition scheme.
To complete the problem statement, we write the boundary conditions as
u = û

on ∂u W ⇥ T ,

(5.5)

on ∂W ⇥ T ,

(5.7)

· v = t̂ on ∂t W ⇥ T ,

rd · v = 0

(5.6)

where û and t̂ are the prescribed displacement and traction vectors on the boundary, respectively, and v is the unit vector outward normal to the boundary. The
initial conditions are given by
u|t=0 = u0
d | t =0 = d 0

in W,

(5.8)

in W,

(5.9)

where u0 and d0 are the initial displacement and phase-field solutions, respectively.

Remark 13. When dealing with stationary fractures—a fairly common scenario
in rock mechanics applications—Eq. (5.3) needs to be solved only once for obtaining an initial phase field that suitably represents the preexisting fractures. It
is noted that such stationary fractures have also been well modeled by embedded discontinuity methods (e.g. Belytschko et al., 2001; Cusini et al., 2021; Rivas
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et al., 2019). Compared with these methods, the phase-field method entails more
computation time as it requires a quite fine discretization around the discontinuity. However, the phase-field method lends itself to a much easier implementation because it uses the standard basis (shape) functions whereas embedded
discontinuity methods commonly require enrichment of basis functions.
5.2.2

Stress decomposition incorporating frictional contact

Given that our interest is in fracture under compressive loads, we adopt the
stress decomposition scheme proposed by Fei and Choo (2020a) which is a verified way to incorporate frictional contact into phase-field-approximate discontinuities. It calculates the stress tensor
in the rock matrix (bulk region),
gion),

f,

m,

as the weighted average of the stress

and the stress in the fracture (interface re-

with the weighting done according to the degradation function, g(d).

Specifically,

= g(d)

m

+ [1

g(d)]

f.

(5.10)

The matrix stress tensor can be calculated using a standard continuum constitutive relationship. Here we assume that the rock matrix is linear elastic, such
that the constitutive relationship is given by
m

= Cem : ",

(5.11)

where " is the infinitesimal strain tensor, and Ce is the elastic stiffness tensor.
The linear elastic stiffness tensor can be expressed using the bulk modulus, Km ,
and the shear modulus, Gm of the rock matrix as
Cem

✓

= Km 1 ⌦ 1 + 2Gm I

◆
1
1⌦1 ,
3

(5.12)

with I and 1 denoting the fourth-order symmetric identity tensor and the secondorder identity tensor, respectively.
The fracture stress tensor

f,

which is nonzero whenever d > 0, is com-

puted depending on the contact condition at the material point. To determine
the contact condition, we recall the interface-oriented coordinate system as presented in Fig. 2.1. In this interface-oriented coordinate system, we introduce the
unit normal vector n and the unit tangent vector m of the discontinuity. Then,
the normal strain # N is calculated as
# N : = " : (n ⌦ n).

(5.13)

We can distinguish between open and closed contact conditions based on the
sign of # N : open if # N > 0, and closed otherwise. When the crack is open,
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= 0. On the other hand, when the crack is closed, f should be calculated
such that it incorporates the contact behavior of the discontinuity.
f

Having decomposed the stress tensor as above, let us now determine the
specific expression for the crack driving force, H + . Considering that rocks are

quasi-brittle (rather than perfectly brittle) and cracks from rough discontinuities
are mostly tensile (Asadizadeh et al., 2019), here we adopt the crack driving force
for cohesive tensile fracture derived from a directionally decomposed stress tensor (Fei & Choo, 2021). Employing the popular approach to crack irreversibility
that uses the maximum H + in history (Miehe, Hofacker, et al., 2010), the crack
driving force is given by
+

H = max

(

)

2
1
Ht ,
max s1,m (t)
,
2M t2[0,t]

with Ht =

1 2
s .
2M p

(5.14)

Here, Mm := Km + (4/3) Gm is the constrained modulus of the matrix, s1,m is
the maximum (tensile) principal stress in the matrix, and sp is the peak tensile strength. The detailed derivation of Eq. (5.14) can be found from Fei and
Choo (2021). Note that one may also arrive at the same expression for the crack
driving force by extending the crack driving force in Steinke and Kaliske (2019),
where the same type of directional stress decomposition is used for brittle tensile
fracture, to cohesive tensile fracture as done in Geelen et al. (2019).
In previous works where the above stress decomposition scheme is employed (Bryant & Sun, 2021; Fei & Choo, 2020a, 2020b, 2021), the contact behavior is modeled using the standard Coulomb friction law. However, as explained in the Introduction, the Coulomb friction law is insufficient to incorporate a complete array of important features that emanate from the rough nature
of rock fractures. In the following section, we develop a general constitutive
framework that allows one to cast a standard model for rough rock fractures—
originally formulated for discrete modeling of discontinuities—into

f

in diffu-

sive phase-field modeling.

5.3

Constitutive framework for rough fractures in phase-field modeling

In this section, we develop a framework for transforming a displacement-based
constitutive model for discontinuities into a strain-based model. While the framework is general, we construct a particular version of the framework for illustration purposes, employing a specific constitutive model for rough joints (J. A.
White, 2014). To avoid ambiguity, the discussion in this section pertains to an
interface material point where 0 < d  1.
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5.3.1

Kinematics of rough fracture

In discrete approaches to modeling discontinuities inside continuous materials,
the displacement field is often decomposed into its continous part, uc , and its
discontinuous part—the displacement jump—[[u]] := u+

u . Mathematically,

the decomposition can be written as
u = uc + HG (x)[[u]],

(5.15)

where H (x) is the Heaviside function, defined as
HG (x) =

(

1 if x 2 W+ ,

0 if x 2 W ,

(5.16)

with W+ and W denoting the subdomains that are separated by the discontinuity G.
To model the mechanical behavior of discontinuities, a constitutive law
must be introduced relating the relative displacement [[u]] to the mobilized traction t on the surface. This constitutive law is often expressed in a generic rate
form as

ṫ = D · [[u˙ ]] ,

(5.17)

where D is the instantaneous tangent stiffness of the fracture. It is convenient
to develop such models using the surface aligned coordinate system in Fig. 2.1.
We therefore decompose the relative displacement vector into its normal and
tangential components as

[[u]] = u f n + v f m,

(5.18)

where scalars u f and v f denote the magnitude of the normal closure and tangential slip, respectively.
Our first task is to devise a way to model the kinematics of fracture modeled by the phase-field method, which lacks an explicit representation of the displacement jump [[u]]. To begin, we calculate the strain tensor as the symmetric
gradient of the decomposed displacement field (5.15)
" : = rs u = " c + " f ,

(5.19)

where
" c : = rs u c ,

(5.20)

1
" f := HG (x) rs [[u]] + ([[u]] ⌦ n + n ⌦[[u]])dG (x),
2

(5.21)

are the continuous and discontinuous parts of the strain tensor, respectively, and
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dG (x) is the Dirac delta function emanating from the gradient of the Heaviside
function, i.e. rHG (x) = ndG (x). Unfortunately, Eq. (5.21) is incompatible with
the phase-field setting, because the Heaviside and Dirac delta functions cannot
be defined when discontinuous geometry is approximated diffusely. To overcome this issue, we approximate Eq. (5.21) in the following two ways. First, we
postulate that the displacement jump is constant along the discontinuity, such
that rs [[u]] = 0. The same postulate was also introduced in the assumed enhanced strain (AES) formulation of regueiro2001plane. Second, we replace the
Dirac delta function by the crack density functional, Gd (d, rd), which converges

to the Dirac delta function as L ! 0 (G-convergence). The same approximation
can be found from Verhoosel and de Borst (2013). As a result, " f simplifies to
"f ⇡

1
([[u]] ⌦ n + n ⌦[[u]])Gd (d, rd).
2

(5.22)

Hereafter, we shall use Eq. (5.22) to calculate " f in the phase-field setting. Further, combining Eqs. (5.18) and (5.22), we can calculate the normal closure and
tangential slip as
"f
: (n ⌦ n),
Gd (d, rd)
"f
v f :=
: ↵,
Gd (d, rd)

u f :=

(5.23)
(5.24)

respectively, where
↵ : = (n ⌦ m + m ⌦ n)

(5.25)

is the slip direction tensor.
It is also postulated that "c and " f can be additively decomposed into elastic
and plastic (inelastic) parts as
p

"c = "ec + "c ,

(5.26)

p
"ef + " f ,

(5.27)

"f =

where the superscripts (·)e and (·)p denote the elastic and plastic parts, respectively. Equivalently, the total elastic and plastic strains are
"e = "ec + "ef ,

(5.28)

p
"c

(5.29)

"p =

p
+ "f ,

Although many frictional contact models (e.g. the standard Coulomb friction
model) treat frictional slip as entirely inelastic, rough rock fracture can manifest significant elastic deformation due to asperity compressibility and contact
effects. For this reason, elasticity is an integral part of modeling rock fracture
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with roughness.
Combining Eqs. (5.23), (5.24), and (5.27), we get the following approximations of the elastic and plastic components of normal and tangential relative
displacements:
uef

:=

"ef : (n ⌦ n)

Gd (d, rd)
"ef : ↵
e
v f :=
,
Gd (d, rd)

,

(5.30)
(5.31)

p

p
uf

:=

" f : (n ⌦ n)
Gd (d, rd)

,

(5.32)

p

p
vf

:=

"f : ↵

Gd (d, rd)

.

(5.33)

A constitutive model for rock discontinuities can then be introduced to relate the kinematic quantities in Eqs. (5.30)–(5.33) to their corresponding stress
components of

f.

For this purpose, we also decompose

f

into its normal and

tangential component as
sN :=
t :=

f

1
2

: (n ⌦ n),
f

: ↵,

(5.34)
(5.35)

where sN is the contact normal stress and t is the shear stress in the fracture.
Note that here sN (and thus the fracture displacement) is considered negative in
compression, being consistent with the sign convention in standard phase-field
modeling. In what follows, we formulate a constitutive framework for modeling
the compression and shear behavior of rock fractures, from the elastic regime to
the plastic regime.

Remark 14. An alternative way to bridge the strain tensor and the displacement
jump would be to introduce a characteristic length scale, like how some phasefield models for fracture have calculated crack opening and slip displacements
(e.g. Bryant and Sun, 2021; Choo and Sun, 2018b; Mauthe and Miehe, 2017;
Miehe, Mauthe, et al., 2015). Yet the new approach proposed in this work—
Eqs. (5.19)–(5.22)—has the following two advantages: (i) it does not introduce
any new parameter to the existing phase-field formulation, and (ii) it draws on
the G-convergence properties of the crack density functional. These two features
allow the new phase-field formulation to be mesh-insensitive, like the standard
phase-field formulations.
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5.3.2 Elastic deformation of rough fracture
We make use of a standard approach to rock joint elasticity that describes the
fracture normal and shear response separately. For the normal traction, we
adopt the hyperbolic function proposed by Bandis et al. (1983)—perhaps the
most popular approach in the rock mechanics community—given by
sN = k

uef
uef /uemax

1

,

(5.36)

where k denotes the initial compressive stiffness, and uemax the maximum closure
of the fracture. The tangential traction may be described as
t = µvef ,

(5.37)

where µ denotes the shear modulus related to the frictional properties of the
fracture. It is noted that µ may or may not be dependent on sN according to the
modeling assumption.
We now reformulate Eqs. (5.36) and (5.37) for the phase-field formulation at
hand to construct a constitutive relationship between

f

and "ef . In the present

work, we consider the normal and tangential deformations of the fracture and
neglect rotations and relative stretching, as in the classic AES method for strong
discontinuities (Regueiro & Borja, 2001; J. C. Simo & Rifai, 1990). Let us consider the normal deformation first. Substituting Eq. (5.30) into Eq. (5.36) and
rearranging the resulting equation gives
"ef : (n ⌦ n) =

sN Gd (d, rd)
.
(k + sN /uemax )

(5.38)

Inserting Eq. (5.34) into Eq. (5.38), we can rewrite the above equation as
"ef : (n ⌦ n) =

1
Ef

: (n ⌦ n),

f

(5.39)

where E f is the Young’s modulus of fracture, defined as
1
E f :=
Gd (d, rd)

✓

sN
k+ e
umax

◆

.

(5.40)

Likewise, for the tangential deformation, we can use Eq. (5.31) to rewrite Eq. (5.37)
as
"ef : ↵ =

1
2G f
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f

: ↵,

(5.41)

where G f is the shear modulus of the fracture, defined as
G f :=

µ
.
Gd (d, rd)

To arrive at a constitutive relation between

f

of Eq. (5.39) by n ⌦ n and get
"ef : [(n ⌦ n) ⌦(n ⌦ n)] =

1
Ef

f

(5.42)

and "ef , we multiply both sides

: [(n ⌦ n) ⌦(n ⌦ n)].

(5.43)

Similarly, we multiply both sides of Eq. (5.41) by (1/2)↵ and get
1 e
1
" f : (↵ ⌦ ↵) =
2
4G f

f

: (↵ ⌦ ↵).

(5.44)

Adding Eqs. (5.43) and (5.44), we obtain the constitutive relation between

f

and "ef as follows:
"ef

=

f

:



1
1
(n ⌦ n) ⌦(n ⌦ n) +
↵⌦↵ .
Ef
4G f

The continuous part of the elastic strain, "ec , is related to
"ec = (Cem )

1

:

f

(5.45)

as

f.

(5.46)

Since "e = "ec + "ef , Eqs. (5.45) and (5.46) can be combined as
"e = K :
where
K := (Cem )

1

+

f,

(5.47)

1
1
(n ⌦ n) ⌦ (n ⌦ n) +
(↵ ⌦ ↵) .
Ef
4G f

(5.48)

Note that K is not constant and depends on the stress state. This equation then
allows us to derive the elastic tangent of the fracture stress tensor as
Cef =
Noting that E f and G f depend on

f

∂ f
.
∂"e

(5.49)

via Eqs. (5.40) and (5.42), we take deriva-

tives of both sides of Eq. (5.47) with respect to "e and obtain
∂ f
∂K
+ e : f
e
∂" ✓ ∂"
◆
∂K
e
e
= K : Cf +
: Cf :
∂ f

I=K:
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(5.50)
f,

(5.51)

Rearranging Eq. (5.51) gives Cef as
Cef



= K+

✓

∂K
:
∂ f

f

◆

1

,

(5.52)

where
∂K
:
∂ f

f

=

✓

=

◆
∂K
∂s
⌦ N : f
∂sN ∂ f
1
sN
(n ⌦ n) ⌦ (n ⌦ n)
2
Gd (d, rd) E f uemax
1
sN µ0 (sN )↵ ⌦ ↵,
4Gd (d, rd) G2f

(5.53)

with µ0 (sN ) denoting the derivative of µ with respect to sN . Note that µ0 (sN ) =
0 if µ is considered stress-independent.
5.3.3 Inelastic deformation of rough fracture
For modeling the inelastic deformation of rough rock fractures, we adopt a
plasticity-like framework, which is standard for physically-motivated models
for rock joints (Son et al., 2004; J. A. White, 2014). The general form of the yield
function may be written as
F = t + sN tan(fb + w y)  0,

(5.54)

where fb is the basic friction angle, y the dilation angle, and w is an abrasion
coefficient which accounts for the impact of asperity damage on mobilized shear
strength. Here we consider fb a constant, while viewing y and w as state variables. Next, we consider the potential function of the following general form Son
et al. (2004)
G=t+

Z

tan(y) dsN ,

(5.55)

which gives the non-associative flow rule as
p
"˙ f

∂G
= l̇
= l̇
∂ f

= l̇

✓


∂G ∂t
∂G ∂sN
+
∂t ∂ f
∂sN ∂ f

◆

1
↵ + tan y(n ⌦ n) ,
2

(5.56)

with l denoting the plastic multiplier. It is noted that the form of potential
function (5.55) accommodates a stress-dependent dilation angle, while keeping
p

p

the definition of the dilation angle as tan y = du f /dv f .
We now specialize the general framework to the constitutive model proposed by J. A. White (2014) to match experimentally observed behavior of rough
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fractures. Under monotonic (non-cyclic) loading, the dilation is given by
"

tan y = tan yr tanh

p !#

vf
b

,

(5.57)

where yr denotes a residual dilation angle, and b is a characteristic slip length. In
p

the seated position of the fracture (v f = 0) the initial dilation angle is zero. With
p

accumulating slip (v f > 0) asperities ride up over one another and the dilation

grows towards a residual dilation angle. The abrasion coefficient controls the
mobilized shear strength via Eq. (5.54), and is given by
w = 1 + ( w0

1) exp( cL),

(5.58)

where w0 is an abrasion parameter controlling the peak shear strength, c is a
softening constant, and L denotes a history variable that quantifies the degradation of roughness. When the abrasion is assumed isotropic in all directions, it
can be equated to the cumulative plastic slip, i.e.
L=

Z T
p
0

v̇ f dt.

(5.59)
p

It is noted that in the phase-field formulation, one can calculate v̇ f by taking

time derivatives on both sides of Eq. (5.33). This model allows for an initial peak
in strength that then degrades as slip accumulates and asperities are worn away,
as often seen in rough fracture experiments. See J. A. White (2014) for further
details.

Remark 15. The specific roughness effects of rock fractures are quantified by the
parameters defined in the rough fracture model, e.g. residual dilation angle and
abrasion parameter in the fracture model by J. A. White (2014). The phasefield formulation proposed here purely serves as accommodation for rough fracture models, and it has no additional parameters to measure surface roughness.
Therefore, the variation of surface roughness (e.g. amplitude of surface roughness) only affects our choice of material parameters in the rough fracture model,
and it has no effects on the phase-field regularization. This feature thus allows this phase-field method to equally accommodate other similar physicallymotivated models in the literature (e.g. Plesha, 1987; Son et al., 2004).

5.4

Discretization and algorithms

This section describes how to numerically solve the proposed phase-field formulation.
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5.4.1 Finite element discretization
The standard continuous-Galerkin finite element method can be used to solve
the two-field governing equations, Eqs. (5.2) and (5.3), in which the unknown
fields are the displacement vector field u and the phase field d. We introduce
spaces for the trial solutions as

Su := {u | u 2 H 1 , u = û on ∂u W},
1

S d : = { d | d 2 H },

(5.60)
(5.61)

where H 1 denotes a Sobolev space of order one. Accordingly, spaces for the
weighting functions are defined as

Vu := {⌘ | ⌘ 2 H 1 , ⌘ = 0 on ∂u W},
V d : = { f | f 2 H 1 }.

(5.62)
(5.63)

Through the standard weighted residual procedure, we arrive at the variational
form of the governing equations,

Ru :=
Rd :=

Z

Z
W

W

rs ⌘ :
0

dV +
+

fg (d)H dV +

Z

Z

W

W

⌘ · rg dV +

Z

∂t W

⌘ · t̂ dA = 0,

3G c
(2L2 rf · rd + f) dV = 0.
8L

(5.64)
(5.65)

The discretization of Eqs. (5.64) and (5.65) is standard and its details are skipped
for brevity. When modeling non-propagating rock fractures, Eq. (5.65) needs to
be solved only once for the initialization of the phase field. To simulate propagating fractures, however, both Eqs. (5.64) and (5.65) should be solved in every
load step. In either case, Eq. (5.65) can be solved separately in the same manner
as existing phase-field models, because it is common to solve the two governing equations in a staggered manner (Miehe, Hofacker, et al., 2010) Therefore, in
what follows, we focus on the solution of Eq. (5.64).
Given that the constitutive relation is nonlinear, we use Newton’s method
to solve the problem at hand. At each Newton iteration, we solve the Jacobian
system given by

J u DU =

Ruh ,

(5.66)

where J u denotes the Jacobian matrix, DU the nodal displacement increment,
and Ruh the discretized version of Eq. (5.64). The specific expression of J u is

J u :=

Z

W

rs ⌘ h : C : rs ⌘ h dV,

(5.67)

where ⌘ h is the discretized version of ⌘, and C denotes the stress-strain tangent
operator. To evaluate Eq. (5.66) at each Newton iteration, one needs to update
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the stress tensor and the tangent operator at every material (quadrature) point.
An algorithm for updating these two quantities is designed below.
5.4.2

Material update algorithm

Algorithm 5 presents a detailed procedure to update the stress tensor and tangent operator at every material point. Quantities at the previous time step tn
are denoted with subscript (·)n , whereas quantities at the current time step tn+1
are written without any subscript to avoid proliferation of subscripts. The algorithm is essentially the same as the predictor–corrector algorithm in the phasefield method for frictional interfaces (Fei & Choo, 2020a), except the following
three modifications. First, we have introduced a boolean flag open flag to keep
the material point in the open mode when its contact condition is identified to
be open in a Newton iteration. In every load step, the flag is initialized as false
at the beginning and switched to true if the contact condition becomes open
during a Newton iteration. We have experienced that the use of this flag makes
the Newton iteration more robust. Second, due to the nonlinearity of elastic
fracture deformation, we have designed a local Newton iteration to evaluate
the interface stress tensor

f

and the interface elastic tangent operator Cef —see

Algorithm 6. Third, we evaluate the yield function in a semi-implicit manner,
using the normal stress in the previous step. This semi-implicit approach greatly
simplifies the calculation of the derivative of the yield function and thus the inelastic fracture tangent operator C f . Lastly, we have added a small tolerance ktol
(e.g. 10

3)

to the weight of the bulk stress tensor in the calculation of the overall

stress tensor (cf. Eq. (5.10)), to avoid ill-posedness of the matrix system (Miehe,
Welschinger, et al., 2010). Although such a tolerance is often found to be unnecessary in standard phase-field models, we have found that its use is critical
to numerical robustness of the phase-field formulation at hand, particularly for
intersecting cracks.
5.4.3

Return mapping and inelastic tangent operator

In Algorithm 5, when the trial stress violates the requirement F  0, we use a

return mapping algorithm to correct the trial stress and strains such that they
satisfy F = 0. The return mapping is performed in the full strain space and
described in the following.
The unknowns in the return mapping are the six independent components
of the strain tensor and the discrete plastic multiplier. Using Kelvin notation
for an elegant representation of tensor algebra (Nagel et al., 2016), we write the
unknown vector as

"

( "e ) 6 ⇥ 1
x=
Dl
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#

.
7⇥1

(5.68)

Algorithm 5 Material point update procedure for the phase-field model for
rough rock fractures
Input: D", d, n and m at tn+1 .
1:

Calculate " = "n + D", and

2:

if d = 0 then
Intact region. Return

3:

m

=

= Cem : ".
m,

and C = Cem .

4:

end if

5:

Calculate the normal strain at the interface region, # N = " : (n ⌦ n).

6:

if # N > 0 or open flag then

7:

Open state. open flag = true.

8:

Return

9:

= g(d)

m,

and C = g(d)Cem .

end if

10:

Closed state.

11:

Calculate the trial elastic strain, "e,tr = "e,tr
n + D".

12:

Update the trial stress and the elastic tangent operator in the fracture region
(

13:

tr
f

Calculate the yield function F = t tr + sN,n tan(fb + wn yn ), where t tr :=
1/2

14:

and Cef ) using Algorithm 6.
tr
f

: ↵ and sN,n :=

if F < 0 then

f ,n

: (n ⌦ n).
p

15:

Elastic fracture deformation. Update "e = "e,tr , "p = "n ,

16:

Calculate C f = Cef .

17:

else

18:

Inelastic fracture deformation.

19:

Perform return mapping to update

20:

f,

C f , "e , y, and w.

end if

= [ g(d) + ktol ] m + [1 g(d)] f .
22: Calculate C = [ g ( d ) + k tol ]C em + [1
g(d)]C f .
Output: and C at tn+1 .
21:

Update
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f

=

tr .
f

Algorithm 6 Update procedure for the fracture stress and the fracture elastic
tangent operator
Input: "e , n and m.
1:

Set the iteration counter k = 0.

2:

Initialize the fracture stress tensor
tensor

3:
4:

Kk

k
f

=

f ,n ,

and the elastic compliance

= Kn .

repeat
k = k + 1.

= kf 1 , and K k = K k 1 .
6:
Calculate r k = K k : kf "e , and J k = K k (∂K/∂ f )k :
7:
Calculate D kf by solving J k : D kf = r k .
8:
Update kf = kf 1 + D kf .
9:
Calculate sN = kf : (n ⌦ n).
10:
Update E f and G f according to Eqs. (5.40) and (5.42).
11:
Update K k according to Eq. (5.48).
12: until kr k k < tol
13: Update f = kf
14: Calculate C ef according to Eq. (5.52), with K k .
Output: f and Cef .
5:

Let

k

k.
f

The equations to be satisfied can be written as residuals
2✓

6
r=4

"e

"e,tr

∂G
+ Dl
∂ f
F

◆

3
7

6⇥1 5

! 0.

(5.69)

7⇥1

It is again noted that we evaluate the value of F in the residual vector (5.69) in a
semi-implicit way, using sN,n :=

f ,n

: (n ⌦ n).

Then we use Newton’s method to find a numerical solution. At each Newton iteration, we solve
J · Dx =

(5.70)

r,

for the search direction Dx. The Jacobian matrix is given by
2✓

∂2 G
I
+
Dl
: Cef
6
∂
⌦
∂
f
f
6
6
J=6
✓
◆|
6
4
∂F
e
: Cf
∂ f
1⇥6

◆

6⇥6

✓

∂G
∂2 G
+ Dl
∂ f
∂ f ∂Dl

◆

3
7
7
7
7
5

6⇥1 7

∂ tan(fb + wy)
sN,n
∂Dl

.

(5.71)

7⇥7

The derivatives required to complete the Jacobian matrix are provided in Appendix B. It is noted that the tensorial operations above have been written in
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Kelvin notation.
Once the return mapping is completed, we calculate the inelastic fracture
tangent operator defined as
Cf =

∂ f
.
∂"e,tr

(5.72)

To evaluate this inelastic tangent operator, here we adopt the method used in Bryant
and Sun (2021). To begin, we consider the trial elastic strain as a variable and
re-linearize Eq. (5.69) following Eq. (7.127) in de Souza Neto et al. (2011). This
gives
2✓

2
∂2 G
e : d"e + ∂G dDl + Dl ∂ G dDl
+
Dl
:
C
f
6
∂ f ⌦∂ f
∂ f
∂ f ∂Dl
6
4
∂F
∂
tan
f
+
wy
(
)
b
: Cef : d"e + sN,n
dDl
∂ f
∂Dl
"
#
(d"e,tr )6⇥1
=
.
0
7⇥1

d"e

We then insert d"e = (Cef )


e

(C f )

1

∂2 G
+ Dl
∂ f ⌦∂

1

:d
:d

f

f

f

∂F
:d
∂ f

◆

3
7
5

6⇥1 7

7⇥1

(5.73)

into the above equation and obtain

+
f

✓

∂G
∂2 G
+ Dl
∂ f
∂ f ∂Dl

+ sN,n

◆

dDl = d"e,tr , (5.74)

∂ tan(fb + wy)
dDl = 0.
∂Dl

(5.75)

Rearranging Eq. (5.74) gives (Cuitino & Ortiz, 1992; de Borst & Groen, 1994)
d

f



e,tr

✓

+ Cef Dl

= P : d"

where
P=

I

✓

∂G
∂2 G
+ Dl
∂ f
∂ f ∂Dl
∂2 G
∂ f ⌦∂

f

◆

1

◆

dDl ,

: Cef .

(5.76)

(5.77)

Differentiating Eq. (5.76) with respect to the trial elastic strain gives the inelastic
interface tangent operator as

d f
Cf =
=P: I
d"e,tr

✓

∂G
∂2 G
+ Dl
∂ f
∂ f ∂Dl
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◆

⌦

dDl
.
d"e,tr

(5.78)

The last term in the bracket, i.e. dDl/d"e,tr , can be calculated by substituting
Eq. (5.76) into Eq. (5.75). This operation gives
∂F
P:
∂ f
dDl
=✓
◆ ✓
◆
2
e,tr
d"
∂G
∂ G
∂F
+ Dl
: P:
∂ f
∂ f ∂Dl
∂ f

∂ tan(fb + wy)
sN,n
∂Dl

.

(5.79)

Inserting the above equation into Eq. (5.78) gives the final form of the inelastic
fracture tangent operator as follows:

Cf = P



✓

◆
✓
◆
∂G
∂2 G
∂F
P:
+ Dl
⌦ P:
∂ f
∂ f ∂Dl
∂ f
.
✓
◆ ✓
◆
2
∂G
∂ G
∂F
∂ tan(fb + wy)
+ Dl
: P:
sN,n
∂ f
∂ f ∂Dl
∂ f
∂Dl

(5.80)

Remark 16. The algorithm presented above can be used for both stationary and
evolving fractures, provided that the two governing equations are solved in a
staggered way. Note that such a staggered solution scheme has been commonly
employed in the vast majority of phase-field fracture simulations.

5.5

Verification

In this section, we verify the proposed phase-field formulation by comparing
its numerical results with those obtained by a well-established method for discrete modeling of discontinuities, namely the extended finite element method
(XFEM) (Moës et al., 1999). The contact treatment of our XFEM employs the
algorithm proposed by F. Liu and Borja (2008). For a thorough verification, we
compare the results of the two methods in a variety of problems, from shearing
of a single discontinuity to compression of fractured rocks with a single crack,
two non-intersecting cracks, and two intersecting cracks. Following the verification, we extend the last two examples (two non-intersecting cracks and two
intersecting cracks) to propagating fractures, to demonstrate the capabilities of
the phase-field formulation for simulating complex crack growth from rough
discontinuities.
We use the same set of material parameters for all the numerical examples.
The parameters of the fracture model are adopted from J. A. White (2014), which
was calibrated against the experimental data of Wibowo et al. (1994). See Table
5.1 for the parameters. Regarding the elasticity parameters of the bulk matrix,
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a bulk modulus of K = 16.67 GPa and a shear modulus of G = 12.5 GPa are
assigned.
Parameter

Symbol

Unit

Maximum joint closure
Initial compressive modulus
Joint shear modulus
Basic friction angle
Residual dilation angle
Characteristic slip
Abrasion coefficient
Softening coefficient

uemax
k
µ
fb
yr
b
w0
c

mm
MPa/mm
MPa/mm
degrees
degrees
mm
-

Value
-0.2
11.0
20.0
27.4
6.1
0.5
3.3
0.15

Table 5.1: Material parameters of the fracture model, calibrated against the experimental data of Wibowo et al. (1994). See J. A. White (2014) for details of the calibration
procedure.

All the problems in this section are prepared through several common protocols described in the following. We first discretize the domain using a regularly structured mesh with monosized quadrilateral elements. To represent the
discontinuities, we initialize the phase field by solving Eq. (5.65) with prescribed

H+ , which is a standard approach in the community (Borden et al., 2012; Fei &
Choo, 2020a). We then locally refine the elements where d > 0 according to a
prescribed value of L/h. We neglect body forces, assume plane-strain conditions, and use bilinear finite element interpolation. We evaluate the shear stress
and dilation of the cracks at quadrature points closest to the discontinuities. We
obtain the numerical results from our in-house finite element code Geocentric,
which is built on the open source finite element library deal.II (Arndt et al.,
2021) and has been used in a number of previous studies (Choo, 2018, 2019;
Choo et al., 2016; J. A. White et al., 2016).
5.5.1 Shearing of a single discontinuity
We begin by simulating shearing of a single discontinuity, which is the most
straightforward setting for studying the behavior of a rough rock fracture. We
adopt the configuration of a shear test performed by H. Lee et al. (2001), in which
an elastic block under a constant normal stress slides along a wider rigid block
fixed to the bottom boundary. The specific geometry and boundary conditions
are illustrated in Fig. 5.2. To investigate the sensitivity of the numerical results to
the phase-field length parameter, we prepare three different phase-field distributions initialized with L = 1.6 mm, 0.8 mm and 0.4 mm, as shown in Fig. 5.3. We
then apply a prescribed horizontal displacement on the boundary of the upper
block, except for the region where d > 0 (i.e. the diffusely approximated discontinuity) for which a displacement boundary condition cannot be imposed (see
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Bryant and Sun, 2021 for a similar treatment). The rigid block is meshed but its
displacement degrees of freedom are fixed. The XFEM solution to this problem
is obtained by embedding the discontinuity into a rectangular domain, similar
to how other XFEM studies have modeled similar problems (e.g. Annavarapu
et al., 2014; Choo et al., 2021). The simulation proceeds with a uniform displacement rate of 0.1 mm until the total horizontal displacement reaches 10 mm (100
steps in total).
�.� MPa
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Figure 5.2: Shearing of a single discontinuity: geometry and boundary conditions.

d

1.0
0.5
0.0

L = 1.6 mm

L = 0.8 mm

L = 0.4 mm

Figure 5.3: Shearing of a single discontinuity: phase-field distributions initialized with
three different phase-field length parameters.

We first verify the phase-field formulation by comparing its results with
those obtained by the XFEM. To ensure that the phase-field result is accurate
enough, we assign a sufficiently small length parameter with quite fine discretization, namely L = 0.4 mm and L/h = 20. Figure 5.4 compares the results
of the phase-field method and XFEM in terms of the shear stress and dilation
in the discontinuity. One can see that the two methods provide nearly identical
results. The results show typical shear stress and dilation responses of a rough
fracture undergoing shearing.
Next, we examine the mesh sensitivity of the phase-field method by repeating the same problem with three different levels of refinement: L/h = 5,
L/h = 10, and L/h = 20. The results are presented in Fig. 5.5. We observe
very little sensitivity to the value of L/h, which indicates that a rather coarse
refinement level of L/h = 5 would be good enough for practical purposes. The
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Figure 5.4: Shearing of a single discontinuity: comparison between phase-field and
XFEM results.

results also confirm that the proposed approximation of the discontinuous strain
(cf. Eqs. (5.21) and (5.22)), which relies on the G-convergence of the crack density
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functional, provides mesh-insensitive solutions.
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Figure 5.5: Shearing of a single discontinuity: mesh sensitivity study. L = 0.4 mm in all
cases.

Lastly, in Fig. 5.6 we investigate the sensitivity of the method to the phasefield length parameter. Here, the problem is repeated with three different length
parameters, L = 1.6 mm, L = 0.8 mm and L = 0.4 mm (illustrated in Fig. 5.3),
with a fixed refinement level of L/h = 20. It can be seen that the shear stress
results converge as L decreases and that the dilation results are almost the same
even when L is fairly large at 1.6 mm.
5.5.2 Biaxial compression on a rock with a single crack
Our second example simulates biaxial compression on a rock containing a single crack. Figure 5.7 illustrates the problem geometry and boundary conditions.
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Figure 5.6: Shearing of a single discontinuity: length sensitivity study. L/h = 20 in all
cases.

The domain is a 100-mm wide square, and the internal crack is inclined 60 degrees from the horizontal. As for the boundary conditions, the domain is supported by rollers on its bottom boundary, except at the center where the displacements are constrained by a pin for stability. To provide the crack with an
initial shear strength, we apply a constant confining pressure of 5 MPa on the
two lateral sides of the domain. By default, we use the phase-field method with
L = 0.2 mm and a locally refined mesh satisfying L/h = 10 where d > 0. We
compress the top boundary with a prescribed uniform rate of 0.01 mm until the
total compression reaches 0.1 mm after 10 steps.
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Figure 5.7: Biaxial compression on a rock with a single crack: geometry and boundary
conditions.

Figure 5.8 compares the results obtained by the phase-field method and
XFEM in terms of the x- and y-displacement fields. The phase-field and XFEM
results appear almost indistinguishable, which verifies the proposed phase-field
formulation for an embedded crack problem. For a more quantitative verification, in Fig. 5.9 we further compare the two results in terms of the total slip and
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dilation along the crack and confirm that they match very well. Given that the
crack in this problem is not aligned with the mesh structure, these results indicate that the phase-field solution is also insensitive to the mesh alignment and
thus it can be used with general unstructured meshes.

Phase-field

XFEM

u x (mm)
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Figure 5.8: Biaxial compression on a rock with a single crack: comparison between
phase-field and XFEM results.
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Figure 5.9: Biaxial compression on a rock with a single crack: comparison between
phase-field and XFEM results in the slip and dilation along the discontinuity.
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Similar to the previous example, we examine the length sensitivity of the
phase-field method by repeating this problem with three values of the length
parameter: L = 0.8 mm, L = 0.4 mm and L = 0.2 mm. Figure 5.10 compares the
x- and y-displacement fields obtained with the three length parameter values.
It can be seen that the numerical solutions are almost the same and that the
relative displacement across the crack becomes sharper as the length parameter
decreases. It is thus again confirmed that the phase-field formulation is nearly
insensitive to the length parameter, as long as it is reasonably small.
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Figure 5.10: Biaxial compression on a rock with a single crack: length sensitivity study.

5.5.3

Biaxial compression on a rock with two non-intersecting cracks

We extend the previous example to a domain with two non-intersecting cracks,
adding a horizontal crack to the left side of the existing one. The specific location
of the additional crack is shown in Fig. 5.11. We then repeat the same biaxial
compression problem, with L = 0.2 mm and L/h = 10.
Figure 5.12 compares the phase-field and XFEM solutions to this problem.
We find that the phase-field and XFEM results remain nearly identical for problems with multiple discontinuities. While not presented, we have also confirmed that the results show very little sensitivity to the phase-field length parameter as before.
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Figure 5.11: Biaxial compression on a rock with two non-intersecting cracks: geometry
and boundary conditions.
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Figure 5.12: Biaxial compression on a rock with two non-intersecting cracks: comparison between phase-field and XFEM results.
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5.5.4

Biaxial compression on a rock with two intersecting cracks

As our final example for verification, we consider intersecting discontinuities—a
challenging yet common scenario in geomechanics. For this purpose, we modify the previous example by relocating and elongating the horizontal crack, as
shown in Fig. 5.13. The crack normal and tangential directions at a quadrature
point near the intersection are assigned to be those of the discontinuity closer to
the quadrature point at hand.
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Figure 5.13: Biaxial compression on a rock with two intersecting cracks: geometry and
boundary conditions.

The phase-field and XFEM results for this problem are compared in Fig. 5.14.
The comparison shows that, even when the cracks are intersecting, the phasefield method provides a numerical solution very similar to an XFEM solution.
The simulation result is also qualitatively correct in that the intersection inhibits
the slip of the inclined crack, which has also been observed by C. Liu et al. (2019).
At this point, we note that Newton’s method shows optimal convergence
for all the numerical results in this section. As an example, Fig. 5.15 shows the
Newton convergence profiles during the first load step—in which the crack is in
the nonlinear elastic regime—and the last load step—in which the crack is in the
inelastic regime—of this problem. Regardless of the regime, Newton’s method
converges after five iterations, showing asymptotically quadratic rates. These
results affirm that the tangent operators presented in Section 5.4 are correct.
5.5.5

Fracture propagation from preexisting cracks under biaxial compression

Having verified the phase-field formulation with stationary discontinuity problems, we now apply it to fracture propagation problems. For this purpose, we
extend the last two verification examples—domains with two non-intersecting
cracks (Fig. 5.11) and two intersecting cracks (Fig. 5.13)—by allowing cracks to
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Figure 5.14: Biaxial compression on a rock with two intersecting cracks: comparison
between the phase-field and XFEM results.
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Figure 5.15: Biaxial compression on a rock with two intersecting cracks: Newton convergence profiles during the first load step and the tenth (last) load step.

139

nucleate and propagate. We set the critical tensile fracture energy as Gc = 13

J/m2 and the peak tensile strength as sp = 3.2 MPa. We now solve the phasefield evolution equation (5.65) in each load step, with the staggered solution
scheme (Miehe, Hofacker, et al., 2010). To ensure that the staggered solution is
sufficiently accurate, we reduce the compression rate to 0.002 mm. Other problem conditions remain unchanged.

Figures 5.16 and 5.17 present simulation

results of crack growth from non-intersecting cracks and intersecting cracks,
respectively. In both cases, cracks emerge around the center of the horizontal
crack, and wing cracks grow from the tips of the preexisting discontinuities.
The resulting cracking patterns are highly complex, similar to experimental observations from compression tests on rock specimens with preexisting rough
discontinuities (see Fig. 8 in Asadizadeh et al., 2019 for example). The ability to
simulate such complex cracking patterns without any surface tracking algorithm
is indeed the main advantage of the phase-field method over discrete methods.
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û y = −�.� mm
<latexit sha1_base64="jbhjne3/mbip4YpCuRZouRsTOl8="></latexit>
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Figure 5.16: Fracture propagation from non-intersecting cracks under biaxial compression: phase-field evolution at different load steps.
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Figure 5.17: Fracture propagation from intersecting cracks under biaxial compression:
phase-field evolution at different load steps.

5.6

Closure

We have developed the first framework for incorporating roughness-induced
deformation behavior of rock discontinuities in phase-field modeling. The key
idea is to transform a displacement-jump-based discrete constitutive model for
discontinuities—the standard approach in rock mechanics—into a strain-based
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continuous model. No additional parameter is introduced in this transformation. We then cast the strain-based constitutive model into a phase-field formulation for frictional interfaces. It has been verified that the proposed phase-field
framework provides nearly identical numerical solutions to those obtained by a
well-established discrete method, for a variety of problems ranging from shearing of a single discontinuity to compression of a fractured rock with intersecting
cracks. Also demonstrated is the capabilities of the phase-field formulation for
simulating complex crack growth from rough discontinuities, without any algorithm to explicitly represent crack geometry. This work has thus constructed an
unprecedented bridge between discrete constitutive models for rough discontinuities and state-of-the-art phase field methods.
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Chapter 6 Closure

6.1

Summary

This thesis has introduced a suite of phase-field approaches to ensure more systematic and reliable modeling of discontinuities and fractures in geologic materials. In the development of these new approaches, we focused on realizing
the critical features of geologic fractures that have been dismissed in the previous phase-field modeling. These critical features including the frictional contact, quasi-brittleness, mode mixity of rock cracking, and roughness effects, were
carefully considered in the proposed phase-field formulations in Chapters 2, 3,
4, and 5. We thus provide a summary of these chapters below.
In Chapter 2, we developed the first phase-field method to model the discontinuities involving frictional contact. The formulation essentially relied on
a weighted average of the stresses in the solid matrix and the diffusely interface region. To satisfy contact constraints, we devised a novel stress calculation
method, which computed the stress in the interface region according to the specific contact condition in an interface-oriented coordinate system. We further
verified the proposed phase-field method by comparing its results with those
obtained from the well-established discrete crack method (e.g. extended finite element method). We also simulated the propagation from a crack with frictional
contact to demonstrate that the phase-field method could efficiently model the
crack growth without any tracking algorithms and enrichment functions.
Chapter 3 extended the formulation developed in Chapter 2 to modeling
evolving shear fracture with pressure-dependent friction. By incorporating the
friction dissipation in the fracture propagation mechanism, we showcased that
the resulting formulation is consistent with the theory of Palmer and Rice (1973).
We also devised a new degradation function and threshold fracture energy to
ensure a length-insensitive material strength. Accordingly, the proposed phasefield method could well capture the quasi-brittleness of geologic materials, which
had prescribed strengths. Numerical examples revealed three important features of the new phase-field method, namely the effects of friction in fracturing
and sliding, length-insensitive material properties, and pressure-dependent material strengths.
Subsequently, in Chapter 4, we introduced a double-phase-field approach
that combined the frictional shear fracture model introduced in Chapter 3 and
the cohesive tensile fracture model (Geelen et al., 2019; J.-Y. Wu, 2017) to simulate the mixed-mode rock cracking process. The formulation consisted of three
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important procedures. They were: (i) stress calculation based on the crackoriented coordinate system; (ii) formulation of the total potential energy according to the contact condition; (iii) determination of the dominant fracture mode
following F -criterion. Validation examples demonstrated that the proposed

method is capable to reproduce the experimental results both qualitatively and
quantitatively. Also, results showed that the double-phase-field model can accurately distinguish between the tensile and shear fracture. Given this outstanding
feature, we thus believed that the proposed model could advance our understanding of the crack propagation and coalescence in fractured rock masses.
Lastly, Chapter 5 presented a modeling framework for the phase-field method
to model rock fractures with roughness. Built upon the frictional contact formulation developed in Chapter 2, the framework reformulated an originally
displacement-jump-based constitutive model of rock cracks into a continuous
strain-based version without introducing new parameters. As demonstrated
by verification examples, the proposed phase-field framework could accurately
model the featured behavior of rough rock cracks, such as the elastic joint deformation due to asperity interlocking, and shear-induced dilation.
Conclusively, the above chapters provided phase-field approaches honoring the following characteristics of geologic discontinuities and fractures:
• Pressure-dependent friction, and its role in fracturing process.
• Quasi-brittleness of geologic materials.
• Mixed-mode rock cracking pattern.
• Roughness-induced phenomena of rock cracks, e.g. asperity abrasion, interlocking, dilation, etc.
The novel contributions of these proposed phase-field methods can undoubtedly promote the development of experiment, numerical investigation, and engineering application that involve geologic materials containing discontinuities
and fractures.

6.2

Future work

This last section briefly discusses the potential extensions of the present work in
respect of four aspects, namely the modeling of dynamics, modeling of the interface between dissimilar materials, large deformation modeling, multiphysics
modeling, and applications.
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On the modeling of dynamics
In all previous chapters, we assumed that the system experiences a quasi-static
process. However, this assumption may be invalid in a number of geotechnical
problems involving significant dynamic effects, such as fault rupture, soil liquefaction, and landslides. Also, as shown in laboratory tests (Z. Zhang et al., 1999),
the higher loading rate applied on the rock specimen may lead to crack branching phenomenon that cannot be observed in the quasi-static case. Therefore, it
is necessary to integrate the dynamics of cracks into the formulations of present
work to ensure more accurate simulation.
The standard approach to consider the dynamic effects in the phase-field
modeling is to introduce the inertial term in the momentum balance equation,
see Borden et al. (2012) and Geelen et al. (2019). A viscous term may also be
included in the microforce balance equation to honor the rate-dependence of
fracture propagation. Following these procedures, existing phase-field studies
have already produced the crack branching in quasi-brittle materials (Geelen
et al., 2019). Yet these studies are limited to frictionless, tensile fractures. So it
motivates us to extend our formulations of frictional shear cracks and mixedmode rock cracks by adding inertial effects.
In addition to the modification of field equations, we should also carefully
consider the constitutive behavior of geologic fractures that might be associated
with dynamic effects. For example, in the modeling of fault rupture dynamics,
a rate- and state-dependent friction is usually adopted to describe the constitutive behavior of geologic faults. This advanced friction model has been incorporated into the phase-field contact formulation by Bryant and Sun (2021),
but their formulation is limited to quasi-static condition. Thus, developing a
dynamic phase-field formulation for such geologic discontinuities that involve
complex friction is also a valuable research topic.
On the modeling of the interface between dissimilar materials
Geologic discontinuities also widely exist in the form of the interface between
dissimilar materials. Notable examples include the fault separating materials
with different elastic parameters, and the grain boundary in polycrystalline materials. In the following, we restrict the discussion on the modeling of faults
between dissimilar materials.
The presence of the fault between dissimilar materials is critical to many important phenomena in earthquake rupture dynamics. For example, the material
asymmetry across the fault can give rise to the coupling between the fault slip
and the normal stress change (Cochard & Rice, 2000; Dunham & Rice, 2008; Rudnicki & Rice, 2006), which further leads to unstable slip (Weertman, 1980). Yet
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we seldom study the problem involving dissimilar materials across the interface
in previous numerical examples, but simply assume the material as homogeneous and identical. One exception is presented in Section 2.4.3, which shows
a discontinuity separating the elastic block and the rigid foundation. However,
it is limited to the simple Coulomb friction without considering more complex
physics, e.g. the coupling between the normal stress change and the slip. Therefore, we first discuss the possibility to incorporate such coupling in our proposed phase-field models.
One option to account for the coupling between the normal stress change
and the slip is to incorporate the regularized friction law applied in Cochard and
Rice (2000). This particular friction law provides the regularization for solving
the potential ill-posedness in the numerical modeling of material contrast. We
note that this friction law is incompatible with the phase-field method, as it is
devised for a sharp discontinuity. To address this issue, we can follow the approximation strategy proposed in Chapter 5. Accordingly, we can transform the
coupling between the normal stress change and the slip into the version that is
compatible with the diffusive phase-field fault. One concern arising from this
coupling is whether it may affect the interpolation of the normal stress between
the fractured and intact regions. As discussed in Chapter 2, to ensure the nopenetration constraint, we do not degrade the normal stress across the fracture.
So the intact and fractured regions will have the same normal stress given the
same strain tensor. Therefore, this coupling between the normal stress and slip
will not impact the normal stress interpolation in the phase-field method.
On the large deformation modeling
This work also assumed an infinitesimal deformation of materials throughout
all chapters. Unfortunately, this assumption may not hold when studying problems that consist of large deformation. Notable examples include landslides and
ground collapse. Thus, in the modeling of such problems, the proposed phasefield method may produce incorrect results and even encounter the convergence
problem. To remedy these issues, it is important to upgrade the phase-field formulations presented in this work to the finite deformation version.
The phase-field method for modeling finite deformation of tensile cracks
has already been developed in the standard finite element method (Hesch &
Weinberg, 2014; Miehe, Schaenzel, et al., 2015). Therefore, we can follow the
same procedure to build up the finite deformation formulation for the phasefield methods in Chapters 2, 3, 4, and 5.
While incorporating finite deformation into the phase-field formulation is
straightforward, the excessive deformation (e.g. slope runoff along the sliding
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surface) may cause significant mesh distortion in the standard finite element
method. An alternative way is to apply a popular meshfree method called material point method (MPM). The MPM does not suffer mesh distortion, because
the quantities are stored in the moving material points without deforming the
background mesh. Researchers (Kakouris & Triantafyllou, 2017) have developed the phase-field material point method for the tensile crack propagation.
It is also worthwhile to combine the phase-field formulation for geologic shear
fracture as introduced in Chapter 3 and the MPM, given that the growth of slip
surface in slopes usually involves large material deformation.
On the multiphysics modeling
In this work, all formulations introduced were restricted to the dry solid under
an isothermal condition. Nevertheless, subsurface geologic materials and the
fractures therein are fluid-infiltrated and experience great temperature change.
Importantly, this presence of fluids and thermal variation may give rise to a
number of critical phenomena, e.g. thermal pressurization (Rempel & Rice, 2006;
Viesca & Garagash, 2015). So the development of a thermo-hydro-mechanical
model coupled with the phase-field approaches presented here can be an interesting and meaningful topic.
We begin with the discussion about the coupling with hydrology. For the
hydromechanical modeling of fractured geologic material, an important challenge is how to model the fracture flow. In the discrete crack setting, the contribution of fracture flow in the weak form of equations is represented as a surface
integral. However, this surface integral is hard to evaluate in the phase-field
method, as no explicit surface boundary is defined in the diffusive crack. To approximate this surface integral, previous studies (Chukwudozie et al., 2019; S.
Lee et al., 2016; Santillán et al., 2018) have proposed different approaches, which
gave relatively good results. Even so, all of these studies require the calculation
of crack aperture, which is still an unresolved issue in the phase-field modeling
of hydraulic fracturing (Yoshioka et al., 2020). Therefore, we should carry out
more investigations on the modeling of fracture flow, especially on the aperture
calculation.
We further discuss the coupling with the temperature field. The formulation of the problem under an non-isothermal condition can be quite onerous due
to the complexities from multiple aspects. First, a thermodynamically consistent
formulation should be established to take account of the dissipation from fracturing and frictional sliding. This energy dissipation can undoubtedly vary the
local temperature field, and contribute to some notable phenomena, e.g. flash
heating (Viesca & Garagash, 2015). The most critical challenge comes from the
complex thermal effects on the constitutive behavior of bulk matrix materials,
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fracture, and fluid. Experimental evidence has shown that a higher temperature can result in the softening of geologic materials (Masri et al., 2014), and
the reduction of fracture strength (Goldsby & Tullis, 2011). Pore pressure can
also elevate upon heating due to the thermal expansion of pore fluids. Thus, a
comprehensive literature study with respect to these thermal effects should be
conducted before building up the formulation.
On the application
All formulations introduced in this thesis are applicable for modeling threedimensional problems, although numerical examples presented only considered the responses in a plane strain condition. It is noted that in-situ geologic
materials are usually subject to a three-dimensional loading condition with all
three principal stresses different in their values. Also, researchers have observed
that the intermediate principal stress can influence the strength of geologic materials (Issen & Challa, 2008; Ma & Haimson, 2016; Pan et al., 2012). Such
intermediate-stress effect thus motivates us to apply the present work to the
three-dimensional modeling.
Another application of the proposed phase-field work is to investigate the
field-scale geologic fractures. Modeling field-scale problems has long been a
challenging task in the computational geomechanics community. The major
challenge can be attributed to the significant computational cost arisen from the
complex crack-tracking algorithms and the strict mesh resolution to resolve the
material-related length scale. The proposed phase-field approaches, however,
can address this issue from two aspects. First, as emphasized earlier, the major advantage of the phase-field method lies in its capability to model fracture
propagation without any explicit tracking. Second, the formulations introduced
in Chapters 3 and 4 result in length-independent material behavior. Thus, the
phase-field length parameter is no longer material-related, and we can adopt a
relatively larger length parameter and a coarser mesh scheme to model fieldscale problems. These two features reflect the great potential of the proposed
phase-field approaches in the application of field-scale simulation.
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Appendix A Analysis of the phase-field model in 1D
simple shear

This section provides mathematical analyses of the proposed phase-field model
of frictional shear fracture in Chapter 3 in terms of fracture energy dissipation
and slip displacement. Drawing heavily on the methodology of Geelen et al.
(2019) for 1D analysis of their phase-field model of cohesive opening fracture,
we analyze our own model of shear fracture in a 1D simple shear setting.

A.1 Fracture energy dissipation
To find an expression for the energy dissipated during fracturing in our phasefield model, we recall the equations and notations of the 1D simple shear problem discussed in Section 3.2.4 and the conclusion of L = 0. At a material point
where shear fracture is fully formed, i.e. d⇤ = 1, the shear stress therein is equal
to the residual shear strength, i.e. t = tr . In this case, Eq. (3.38) reduces to
du ( x ) = L

2

✓

ddu ( x )
dx

◆2

,

(A.1)

where du ( x ) denotes the ultimate distribution of d along the interface normal
direction. The energy dissipated by fracturing along the x-direction is calculated
as
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Then, by inserting Eq. (A.1) into Eq. (A.2) and invoking the symmetry of du ( x ),
we get
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(A.3)

This proves that the fracture energy dissipation equals the shear fracture energy,

G I I , as prescribed in the model. This equivalence has also been verified numerically through the first example in Section 3.4.

A.2 Slip displacement
We further derive the apparent slip displacement of the phase-field model based
on the 1D simple shear problem. To this end, let us first consider the total displacement u⇤ at the free end of the 1D domain undergoing simple shear. When
the maximum value of d is d⇤ , we can calculate u⇤ by integrating the shear strain
over the height of the domain (h), i.e.
u⇤ =

Z h/2

h/2

g dx = 2

Z h/2
0

g dx.

(A.4)

Recalling tbulk = Gg as well as Eq. (3.32), g can be expressed as
g=

t tr
tr
+ .
Gg(d)
G

(A.5)

Inserting the above equation into Eq. (A.4), u⇤ can be written as
u⇤ =

2
G

Z h/2 ✓
t (d⇤ )

tr

g(d)

0

+ tr

◆

dx,

(A.6)

with an assumption that G is constant across the height of the domain. From the
degradation function (3.29), we have
1
= 1 + f ( d ),
g(d)

where f(d) :=

md(1 + pd)
.
(1 d ) n

(A.7)

Substituting this expression into Eq. (A.6) gives
u⇤ = h

t (d⇤ )
2
+
G
G
|

Z h/2
0

f(d)(t (d⇤ )
{z
=:d

tr ) dx .
}

(A.8)

In the above equation, the first term on the right hand side corresponds to the
continuous shear deformation, whereas the second term to the discontinuous
slip displacement, which will be denoted by d in the following. By changing the
integration variable from dx to dd, we can write d alternatively as
2[ t ( d ⇤ )
d=
G

tr ]

Z h/2
0
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f(d)

dx
dd.
dd

(A.9)

Combining Eqs. (3.41) and (3.38) and noting that L = 0, we obtain
dd
=
dx

⇤
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1
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(A.10)

Substituting Eq. (A.10) into Eq. (A.9) gives
d=

2[ t ( d ⇤ )
G

tr ]

Z d⇤
0

f(d) M (d⇤ , d)

1/2

dd.

(A.11)

We then insert t (d⇤ ) in Eq. (3.45) into Eq. (A.11) and arrive at
s
Z
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f(d) dd
⇤
G
df(d ) d⇤ f(d)
0
r Z ⇤s
GI I 3 1 d
d⇤
=
f(d) dd.
tp tr 2 m 0
df(d⇤ ) d⇤ f(d)
2(tp

Remarkably, the coefficient of the final expression, G I I /(tp

(A.12)
(A.13)

tr ), is equal to the

characteristic slip displacement derived in Palmer and Rice (1973) (denoted by
d̄ therein).
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Appendix B Derivatives in return mapping for
phase-field modeling of rough fractures

This appendix describes how to calculate the derivatives in the return mapping
algorithm described in Section 5.4.3. Firstly, the derivatives of the yield and
potential functions (Eqs. (5.54) and (5.55), respectively) are given by
∂F
1
∂ tan(fb + wy)
= ↵ + sN,n
,
∂ f 2
∂ f
∂2 G
∂ f ⌦∂

f

=

∂ tan y
⌦(n ⌦ n).
∂ f

(B.1)
(B.2)

∂2 G
∂ tan y
=
(n ⌦ n).
∂ f ∂Dl
∂Dl

(B.3)

In the specific constitutive model employed herein (J. A. White, 2014), the friction angle and dilation angle are independent of stress. Thus,
∂ tan(fb + wy)
= 0,
∂ f
∂ tan y
= 0.
∂ f

(B.4)
(B.5)

In this case, Eqs (B.1) and (B.2) simplify to
∂F
1
= ↵,
∂ f 2
∂2 G
∂ f ⌦∂

f

(B.6)
(B.7)

= 0.

Next, we calculate the derivatives of the friction and dilation angles with respect
to the discrete plastic multiplier Dl. Using chain rule, we get
p
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∂ tan(fb + wy) ∂v f ∂l
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∂Dl
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(B.9)

Considering the discrete form of the plastic multiplier, i.e. l = ln + Dl, we can
simplify the above equations as
p
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p

Combining the flow rule in Eq. (5.56) and Eq. (5.33) gives
p
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Inserting the above equation into Eqs. (B.10) and (B.11) gives
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For the particular constitutive model we employed (J. A. White, 2014), the specific expressions of the above equations are given by (cf. Eqs. (5.57)–(5.59))
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where

w0 )c exp( cL).
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